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Abstract

Abstract

The purpose of this project is to study the biodiversity, distribution and population
abundance of land crab fauna of the Kenting National Park. A total of 30 species
representing 6 families, including 6 species Gecarcinidae; 3 species Grapsidae; 11
species Sesarmidae; 3 species Ocypodidae; 3 species Potamidae and 4 species
Coenobitidae, are found in the National Park during the survey in 2009. The site of
highest land crab biodiversity in the park is at Siangchiaowan and the second highest is
at Kangkou estuary. The dominant land crabs are Metasesarma aubryi, Sesarmops
intermedium and Geothelphusa albogilva. The breeding population of large-sized
crabs, such as Gecarcoidea lalandii, Cardisoma hirtipes and Cardisoma rotundum
decrease significantly in recent years. Cardisoma carnifex is abundant at Houwan, but
faces heavy collecting pressure by local residents as food or fishing baits. Ovigerious
females of Metasesarma aubryi at Kangkou estuary face many different kinds of
barriers during their larval release migration. We suggest four localities,
Siangchiaowan; Kangkou estuary; Sizihkou-Chufongbi and Houwan, as the

biodiversity hotspots for land crab fauna.

Keyword : Land crab ~ Microhabitat ~ Population ~ Reproduction
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& ¢ . Cardisoma carnifex (Herbst, 1794)
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& ¢ : Cardisoma hirtipes (Dana, 1851)
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: Cardisoma rotundum (Quoy and Gaimard, 1824)
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: Epigrapsus politus Heller, 1862

AR AR B A AR BT .
AN RETREEE R AR LS AR R I I RN IR Y
X SO

AEAERT RNFAFFEFEP G ERE BT R R FEE

BEEE (W)

g ¢ ! Epigrapsus notatus (Heller, 1865)
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: Gecarcoidea lalandii H. Milne Edwards, 1837
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& ¢ : Geograpsus crinipes (Dana, 1851)
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g ¢ @ Geograpsus grayi (H. Milne Edwards, 1853)
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& ¢ : Chiromantes obtusifrons Dana, 1851
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: Labuanium scandens Ng & Liu, 2003
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: Metasesarma aubryi A. Milne Edwards, 1869
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& ¢ @ Neosarmatium rotundifrons (A. Milne Edwards, 1869)
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& ¢ @ Scandarma lintou (Schubart et al, 2003)
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: Sesarmops intermedium (De Haan, 1835)
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& 7 ! Parasesarma pictum (De Haan, 1835)
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: Ocypode sinensis Dai, Song & Yang, 1985
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: Ocypode ceratophthalma Pallas, 1772
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: Candidiopotamon rathbunae (De Man, 1914)
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: Geothelphusa albogilva Shy, Ng & Yu, 1994
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: Geothelphusa ferruginea Shy, Ng & Yu, 1994
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: Birgus latro (Linnaeus, 1767)
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: Coenobita brevimanus Dana, 1852
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: Coenobita violascens Heller, 1862
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& ¢ : Coenobita rugosus H. Milne Edwards, 1837
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