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The Preliminary Study on the Biology of For-

mosan
Ring-necked Pheasant
Ying Wang Yee-Chun Huang Lin-Chu Kaou

Abstract

The population status of Phasianus colchicus formosanus is probably threatened

due to heavy hunting and introduction of several other exotic subspecies. An
on-going project supported by Tne Kantin National Park have been carried out
to save the subspecies since 1988. Some of the preliminary observations about
the biology of the species were recorded as follows : Sugar cane plantation ,
Miscanthus field,and shrubby vegetation were the sites where birds were found.
However, sighting of the species was extremely, low in varivous parts of Taiwan
during past 10 years. From the study of captive flock at Shidin, we found that
the breeding season was between March 20 and July 20 in 1989 with peak laying
period at mid May. The average clucth size was 14.8 and maen egg weight was
28.87g(n=1054). Incubation was between 24 and 29 days; hatching success was 33,
29. Sex ratio is among chicks was near 1 after hatching . Chicks were obvser-
ved to peck native insect and plant species readily in a feeding trival. When they
were 2 month old they increaed their body weight‘up to 15 times of their original
hatching weight. Adult birds are sex dimorphic. The mean lenght of mor-
phological characters and body weight of adult male are always larger them
those of females. As a resuot of pheasant farming , different subspecies were
imported. As a consequence hybridization between different subspecies and

native population was observed.
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