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A Study of Fornosan Ring-necked Phezsant

-current status and reintroduction study -

Ying_Uang;.Yuan?Hsuh Sun, Suei-Chin Li, and Chiaa-Yi Sue
' - Institute of Biology
National Taiwan Normal Universit?

| Abstrétt

" The Vild - populatlon of Formosan rxns-necked pheasant -
(Ehasxanu& colchicus fnnmnsanus), an endemic subspecles to -
Taiwan, - was threatened due to unllmlted exploxtatxen and . in- -
~ troduction of exotic specxes . This study sponsored by the
Kenting National Park was to Iearn the fate of releasing pen
-reared individuals into the field as a conservation alter-
native for future management plan and also to assess the -
status of thls specles in the field. '
" Ten radio- tagged adult birds(5 males,5 females) were re-
leased in pasture land along Kenting National Park on,Dec 7,
1991. About 35 days after release, one fifth of the birds .
surv1ved The survival rate was hxgher than that of the pre-
vious year when 24 birds were released. Of 12 birds known to
- be - preyed upon by hawks in two years ( 8 in 1990, 4 in this
study ), the average survival day in this year vas  higher (
17.15 days) than that of the previous year (13.5 days). The
difference between the length of days was probably due to
the colered tags on the backs of these birds in the previous
release. There were differences between sexes in terms of
survival and dispersal. The average survival day in males (
23.6) was higher than that of females (17.8). Vithin a unit.
time males dispersed significantly greater distance than
that of females. The farthest distance in male was 2.8 ka,




while in female was 0.6 km. Bbdy wieght, especially in male,
‘was positively correlatéd with the length of survival days (
r=0.87, p < 0.05). From the result of radio-tracking, 62% of
the sightings or location bearings of the birds was found in
semi-open habitat with thick vegetation;however,there was no
difference between sexes.

The result of interview and quest1onare survey showed
that sighting of pheasant could still be found islandwide.
However, a greater proport1on of the sightings were reported
in southwest and east part of Talwan In the southwest birds
could mostly be found in sugarcane plantation: in the north
birds could commonly be found in abandoned field dominated
by grass; in the east birds could often be located in both
habitats. However, the release of exotic con-specific into
the sugarcane plantation for hunting purpose islandwide ex-
cept in the east ‘part of the: island and escapes of exotic
individuals’ due to farming practise in the west and south
part caused a great threat to the genetic integrity of this
subspecies. It seems that pheasant population in the east
part of Taiwan has the least risk of being affected.
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