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ABSTRACT
The first long term study of Indo-Pacific bottlenose dolphins in Chinese waters was
continued in 2003. Six sightings of the dolphins were made from land and at sea
surveys. Most were observed in the near shore waters from Maobitou to Baisha but one
sighting each was made near the base of Guanshan and south of the study area. Asin
previous years, the abundance and density of Indo-Pacific bottlenose dolphins in Nan
Wan and adjacent waters were very low (n = 29; density = 0.26 dolphins/km?).
Analyses of data collected since 2000 showed that the highest likelihood of sighting
these dolphins was in June, July and August and mostly near Maobitou from Baisha to
the western half of Nan Wan. However, in 2003, the dolphins were not seen in Nan
Wan, possibly due to the noise and traffic from the increased number of high-speed
vessels (particularly personal water crafts) in Nan Wan. Twelve of the estimated 29
individuals observed in 2003 were photo-identified with eight being individuals that
were identified in previous years and four were new (a minimum of 6 calves were
observed with 3 being neonates). The continued re-sighting of many individuals further
support philopatry of these dolphins to the study area. Their low abundance, philopatric
behaviour and preference for near shore waters make them particularly vulnerable to
anthropogenic threats. Some conservation and research recommendations for this group

of dolphins are discussed.
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