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Shoushan National Nature Park’s Migratory Raptors Survey in Banpingshan

Shoushan National Nature Park conducted a semi-annual survey of migratory raptors in Banpingshan during the spring and autumn in 2021. The 
results showed that the most abundant species of migratory raptors in both seasons were the “Grey-faced Buzzard (Butastur indicus)” and the 
“Chinese Sparrowhawk (Accipiter solosensis).” There were significantly more migratory raptors observed during the spring compared to the 
autumn.
In the current year, 2023, the survey revealed that the peak period for the “Grey-faced Buzzard” during its spring migration was in late March, 
while the “Chinese Sparrowhawk ” had its peak in late April to early May.
The research findings indicate that the resources for migratory raptors in the Banpingshan area are plentiful. Therefore, it is suitable for organizing 
interpretive and educational activities to enhance public appreciation and understanding of migratory raptors.

NNP cooperated with KWBS to conduct daily visual observations of raptors in the sky at outlook platform in Banpingshan (22.6984, 120.3100) from 
6:00 AM to 2:00 PM during the investigation period. Researchers used high-powered binoculars and record the time, species, and quantity of each 
raptor observed.

In 2021, surveys were conducted during the spring (from March 14th to May 9th) and autumn (from September 20th to November 6th). In 2023, the 
survey dates are during the peak migration periods of Grey-faced Buzzard  from March 20th to March 31st and Chinese Sparrowhawk from April 
24th to May 6th, totaling 24 days. 

In 2021, a total of 2,114 individual raptors from 13 species across 3 families were observed 
during the migration survey. The most abundant species observed was the Chinese 
Sparrowhawk , followed by the Grey-faced Buzzard.

In Spring 2023, the survey recorded a total of 951 individual raptors from 11 species across 
3 families. The most abundant species was the Grey-faced Buzzard, with 445 individuals 
(46.79%). The peak migration period for the Grey-faced Buzzard was in March, but there 
were still some observed in April and May. The second abundant species was the Chinese 
Sparrowhawk with 375 individuals (39.43%), which were primarily observed during April and 
May.

Analysis

There is a consistent presence of migratory 
raptors at Banpingshan in both the spring 
and autumn. During both seasons, the most 
abundant species observed are the Chinese 
Sparrowhawk and the Grey-faced Buzzard, 
with significantly fewer individuals of other 
eagle species. Overall, there is a higher total 
migration count in the spring compared to 
the autumn.

Conclusion
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During the spring migration period, NNP
conducted raptor interpretation activities 
on weekend holidays in the morning at 
the Banpingshan. In 2021, 8 sessions 
were held, with a total of 399 
participants. In 2023, 18 sessions were 
organized, with participation reaching 
1,341 individuals.
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