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ABSTRACT

Ecotourism is a kind of green tourism type, which is responsible, sustainable,
and low-impacted. However, ecotourism is often misapplied in Taiwan because of the
lack of clear definition and policy. For the same reasons, government agencies seem
to have different directions for ecotourism development. It is the purpose of this
project to find out an appropriate mode for ecotourism development in Taiwan, and to
propose a policy draft for its management. The project has also tried to clarify
responsibility for different government agencies and set up standards to decide and
evaluate ecotourism sites. The ultimate goal of the project is to use ecotourism as a

tool for sustainable development of our homeland.

Approaches used in this project include: literature review, foreign case study, and
situation analysis for native ecotourism cases. The project had also held three
workshops and a conference to gather various opinions from government agencies,
NGOs, academics and general public. Three field investigations had also been held to
understand proper ways for ecotourism development. Through these different

approached, the project had set up five tasks and strategies, including action plans.

There are three major strategies in current project. The first is setting up the
ultimate goal for ecotourism as sustainable development. Second, is to separate
ecotourism site and business management. The third one is setting up a clear process

and definitions for deciding and evaluating ecotourism sites.

The strategies proposed in this project would provide the basis for the
construction of ecotourism related laws and regulations. These strategies would also

help to build up a management system and a platform for agencies’ communication.

[ Keywords]) Ecotourism; sustainable development; nature resource conservation;

land use planning
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