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Abstract

Religion and humanity are two in one in Atayal culture, which emphasizes sharing
and community, and the harmony between nature and supernature.

Facial tatoo is not only an important cultural heritage in Atayal culture, but also a
common memory among elders living in different tribes in various river valleys.Facial
tatoo is also a distinct ethnic marks, a symbolic honor, an expression of world view
and the core value of ethnic identity and belongness.

Facial tatoo is not merely an emblem of culture and nation, but also the epitome of
Atayal’s social and individual value system. Within the boundary of Shei-Pa National
Park, the national treasure of elders with facial tatoo still exist.

The neighboring indigenous tribes, due to their geographical locations, have close
relations with the national park. To collaborate with the tribes to preserve the
indigenous culture has been the major task of the national park since its establishment.
However, only ten elders with facial tatoo are still alive in Tai-An Township, Miaoli
County. They pass away gradually. This research aims to record the facial tatoo and its
related traditional culture, and to use this result as the basis of cultural revitalization

and environmental interpretation.
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