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ABSTRACT

Marine Protected Areas (MPA) are known to be one of the best
models for conserving our natural resources. However, before setting up
an MPA, preliminary investigations should focus on marine resources, the
humanistic historical approach of communities in the area and the effect
of the social and economic impacts of the MPA. The purpose of this paper
Is to understand the issues that arise from setting up an MPA from a social
and economic point of view and the attitude of stakeholders toward
setting up the Marine National Park in the North Three Islets in Taiwan.

Several case studies were analyzed to understand the conflicts which
occur in the area and strategies were sought for reference. Further
information was obtained from stakeholders through a questionnaire, key
informant interviews, and from a forum in order to clarify the purpose
and interest of setting up the National Park in the North Three Islets, and
to understand the conflicts and strategies to mediate any predicament.
Discussions on how much are people willing to pay to set up a Marine
National Park of the North Three Islets were also entertained.

Based on the results obtained, Taipei county, Yi-lan county and
Keelung county are the primary offshore fisheries in northern Taiwan.
The North Three Islets is an important fishing ground for these counties
and the income obtained from that area makes up 40-65% of the total
income of the fishermen who fish there. Based on the information
obtained, the average fisher’s income of the North Three Islets is 51.93%
of the total fishery income and 78.35% of their total income. Based on the
presupposition that this area will be a Marine National Park, it is believed
that the income of 83.9% of these fishermen will be directly or indirectly
affected. Nevertheless, the importance of marine resources protection has
been agreed by the majority of the fishermen and fishery groups.
However, if their right to fish is limited and can effect their earning, it
may be difficult to get their full support to set up the Marine National
Park. However, the results of this study show that the public would
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strongly support the establishment of the Marine National Park and would
be willing to spend around NT$1,861 on the leisure activities and
NT$1740 for the actual establishment of the Marine National Park for the
preservation of the local natural resources for our descendants.

Hereafter, the research concludes on the important social and
economic issues of setting up the North Three Islets Marine National
Park. There is the need to truly control the use of the North Three Islets
fishery resources and its the environments. Being cognizant of the
development of the MPA and the domestic legislation are similarly
Important. The long-term monitoring and investigation of the industrial
economics in the area and community development are paramount to
reconcile stakeholder conflicts, especially fisheries proprietors.

As for concrete suggestions: although information is transparent,
community building ability and proper communication to solve the
problems such as asymmetric information is critical. This can be achieved
by providing supplementary measures such as offering alternative
livelihoods for the fishermen or by stimulating ecological tourism and
marine leisure tourism and related educational training so they can
acclimate to the dynamics the of fishery industry.

Capacity building for unified organizations; carrying on the
professional knowledge and ability of the coast guards; correcting the
authority and duty of the stakeholders which affect the regulations and
limitations of the Marine National Park are imperative. Gradual fishing
limitation and partition management to decrease possible conflicts and to
promote marine environment preservation consciousness may be
considered.

Keyword: North Three Islets, Marine National Park, Marine Protected
Area, Social and Economic Impacts
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