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Before the Mission Begins:

Prelude to the Yushan Ambassador Mission
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exploring this beautiful landscape of her own country.
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Mt. Jade is the tallest mountain in Northeast Asia, and its steep terrain is one of Taiwan's images known to
the world. As Taiwan's national treasure. / by Peng-guang Chen
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A graduate student, an artist, a media worker, a tour
guide, an undergraduate, an ecological photographer,
and an overseas Chinese from Singapore, the seven
nature lovers with different backgrounds and skills were
strangers to one another but met accidentally out of the
shared zeal and dreams for nature.

Wei-wen Lin is a professional weather anchor
accustomed to speaking to a camera and analyzing
various data and has devoted himself to the Yushan
ambassador mission with the same passion. Always
smiling and gracious, Li-jun Huang is an overseas
Chinese from Singapore who fought for this great
opportunity to know her home country. Hao-zong
Zhang is an ecological photographer and a teacher
enjoying the great nature. Ci-yi Xu, Yi-xuan Lin, Zhi-
quan Tan, and Ying-gi Zhang has turned away from
the Internet to show a different side of the young
generation.

Here they are on Yushan.

A Tougher Mission than Imagined

A After being sworn in, the challenge begins. The
seven ambassadors must know exact uniqueness,
e.g. diversified forestry, exclusive biodiversity, special
geography, and rich humanity legacy, of Yushan with
a series of trainings and arrangements by the Yushan
National Park Headquarters (YSNPH). They must come
up with an innovative plan to make Yushan one of the
new 7 wonders of nature and promote and market
Yushan, familiarizing Taiwanese with local ecological
resources.
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Ambassadors ran into visitors from Aust

ralia.
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“To be honest, | thought it would be much easier
than it is,” said one ambassador half jokingly.

The ambassadors first learned conservation of
Formosan Black Bears from Prof. Mei-Hsiu Hwang.

“This class gives me a new perspective toward the
two pandas in the zoo, with not just adoration but
worries. There are many precious species in Taiwan,
too. Although many people devote themselves to
conservation, the idea of conservation is not popular
enough.”

The first group trip by the ambassadors visit was to
Tataka Recreation Area, 2,600 meters above sea level.
Along the way were amazing beautiful landscapes
and various species, such as Formosan Macacues,
birds, butterflies, and insects. The famous Gigantic
Hemlock and Lulin Sacred Tree were astonishing and
touched the hearts of the ambassadors who visualized
the trees' growing process from a seedling that went
through sprouting and finally became a tall tree.

Conservation volunteers explained the different
aspects of work on Yushan, from picking up trash in
the mountains, to devoting to the forestry to exploring
Yushan's unique ecology. The ambassadors learned
about YSNP and its stories to help them promote the
beauty of Yushan and enrich their idea of ecological

conservation.
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Passionate ambassadors encouraged ordinary people and legislators to vote for Yushan in the new 7 wonders of
nature. Photo1: the middle is Minister Liou-yi Liao.
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Ambassadors have the great responsibility of making Taiwan visible to the world.
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the numerous number of mountains in Yushan National Park (referred to

You Make Yushan Beautiful

“With Great power comes great responsibility”
not only is a famous line from The Spiderman but also
describes the daunting mission entrusted upon the
ambassadors.

Upright mountains, precious species, and unique
landscapes are only possible with action taken.

The senior professional would take advantage of the
media to promote hotly-debated issues like climate
change and ecological conservation in a sensible,
sensitive, and fun way and motivate people in Taiwan
and around the world to work for the nature.

Popular resources like the Internet and blogs could
also be used to record the ambassadors' experiences,
share feedback, and combine ideas from backpackers,
ambitious travelers (who travel on foot over a long
period of time for a challenge and to get to know the
nature and humanity) or charity travelers to encourage
young people to visit the outdoor nature. Artists could
enrich deprived modern people with creative and
sensitive arts that deal with life, humanity, and nature.

The Yushan Ambassador Blog will be presented
in three languages to record details in these three
months and to share the importance and beauty of the
nature and the heartfelt touch felt by the ambassadors,
and, through the beauty of Yushan, to make eco-
conservation and Taiwan known to the world.
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http://www.wretch.cc/blog/loveysnp

“YNP”

hereafter) make this place a typical mountain national park. / by Ming-jing Zhuang




