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VWildlife Paradise:
Sri Lanka’s Bundala National
Park and Yala National Park
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Prior to my visit to Sri Lanka, my only impression on the country was its renowned black
tea. Covering a land area of 66,000 square km, Sri Lanka is home to 15 national parks and
some 50 animal conservatories: a paradise for eco-tourists and the Mecca for photographers
and bird watchers around the world.

| was eager to throw myself into these conservatories, but limited time meant | had to make
a hard choice, so | ended up choosing Bundala National Park and Yala National Park as the
places to visit.
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Malabar pied hornbills on the top of the branch attract attentions with their funny looks and movements. The ones with white ring
around their eyes are female; those without the white rings are male. / by Zhen-qi Yang
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Crocodiles Mistaken as Driftwood

Ancient Sri Lanka was connected to the Indian
subcontinent. Then the rise in sea level separated it
from India by Palk Strait. Sri Lanka's formation was
similar to that of Taiwan, and as many species in Taiwan
are of similar or the same blood with their Chinese
counterparts, same is true for those in Sri Lanka and
India. Some species may have survived since then, while
others may have adapted and evolved into different
subspecies.

Bundala National Park is mainly a wild bird
conservatory, with migratory birds frequenting between
August and next January, many of which are from
Siberia or even Scandinavia. These birds fly all the way
through central Asia and India to wintering grounds
here, making it a popular place among bird watchers.
Over 149 species of birds have been spotted in the
area. Yala National Park covers a 130 thousand-hectare
area, or more than 1/3 of Taiwan's Taroko National Park,
and contains a diverse geology of plains, rocky areas,
forests and salt lakes. Experienced eco-tourists agree
that a living thing cannot rely solely upon self-generated
nutrition and that complicated food chains allow for

BEUElES - TENERR  EEEREEEETD
LEVEILIERIFERE -
FTEZILAYESHURBRSEE - WHERZE
MERETHRTREEA - BIFREEZA > EREMES
RBTERMRE » RRABEKELERIANZTELH -
E@?ﬁéﬁﬁ—@t \HYBEH - BEREIREGREEEATH
o IEIGIRZFAE) T —T » T—EBEXE | EEH
EMZ_]J@EE?&-%JF%WE%E@JTEEE?%\%QWL\EE/#K ESiawll
ERA T BRANERAE - BERBRENENIRIE
r?ﬂ?%—ﬁa  BRILEEREHEARIRRVEY) » WirX
ENER  TEETHNERLEE -

learning Experience {BLURZ T o200 07

a wealth of different species. The park boasts diverse

landscapes, complete ecosystem and a wide variety of
species.

All visitors to the park must take a jeep and be guided by
an experienced interpreter. As we started off, our interpreter
asked us to look below the bridge, where | saw nothing but
a log of wood. The interpreter said the log was actually a
crocodile, and at that very moment | saw it moved! What a
prilliant disguise! If a heedless animal mistakes the crocodile
for a log just like | did, it will surely get preyed upon. A talent
of camouflage, a crocodile integrates with its surrounding
and prey on reckless animals. Day in, day out, natural
selection repeats itself.
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Taking a close-up look at crocodiles is an exciting experience. / by Chi-kang Ma.
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Herds of water buffalos just finished their bath and walked to the end of daylight. / by Chi-kang Ma
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Warthog families love bush walks. / by Chi-kang Ma
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Birds of a feather gather together in a pond, the heaven for bird watchers. / by Chi-kang Ma

5. BUERNNA—HIKIE » B TEYSHITORIER / FHlERR

The scattered ponds of different sizes provide roots for biodiverdity. / by Chi-kang Ma
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those in Kinmen. / by Zhen-gi Yang
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Getting Closer to the Wild

We saw many long-tailed gray langurs, which are
common in Sri Lanka. As close relatives to humans,
moneys are highly sociable and gregarious. So the
long-tailed gray langurs we saw also appeared in
groups. Some were arranging pals' hairs while others
were playing. Not afraid of humans, they sometimes
stared at us, who bear some resemblance to them, thus
forming a funny scene.

The number and species of birds that turn up here
are impressive, and you don't need a binocular to
observe them. In shallow water or swamps one can see
flocks of painted storks, spoonbills and other unknown
waders foraging. Painted storks and spoonbills walk
back and forth between murky waters, startling fish and
shrimps, which scurry around. Unlucky ones would get
caught and become the feast of the victorious birds.
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Hi% Cute as they may be, elephants present certain
Little Green Bee-eater.(Merops orientalis) Familiarity dangers. Be sure to keep a distance from them
of each of the various bee-eaters reminds one of when they are crossing roads. / by Chi-kang Ma
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Oriental Honey-buzzard.Bright-colored birds of

Lingering jackals add a feel of leisure to this wild various species add sparkles to visitor's eyes. / by

080 kingdom. / by Zhen-qi Yang
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Our jeep took a turn and we saw a swamp full of lotus
blossoms and water plants. In the middle of it stood an
elephant and a few wild buffalos and water birds, which
together constituted a scene of solitariness, something
that was probably similar to the initial state of the
universe, so | thought.

As we continued to look for the sight of other wild
animals, a bull, a cow and a calf dashed out from the
bush 20 meters in front of us. The driver, though startled,
slammed on the brake. As if he was afraid that we would
hurt the calf, the bull raised its trunk and roared, trying
to stop us from getting any further. The roar was indeed
frightening and for an instant we thought he would rush
towards us, like a rock hitting an egg. Thank God he
finally saw that we came in peace and left us unharmed.

But the trio didn't go far, instead they hid themselves in
the bushes. | could feel that the watchful parents tried to
beg and warn us at the same time, while the calf was still
swinging his trunk and having fun. We certainly wouldn't
hurt him, and people who see parents protecting their
young this way won't either. Neither will they want to

provoke such giant animal.
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Learning the Natural Way

The park minimizes manmade facilities and disruption,
making it more like a wilderness than a national park.
Here everything can grow and die naturally. Whether this
approach will work in Taiwan still remains in doubt, but it
is certainly preferable to one that treats parks.

When entering national parks in Sri Lanka, foreigners
have to pay for the admission, interpreter service, parking
fees and then rent a jeep, which together add up to a
large sum. Despite this, foreigners won't want to miss

SEE - EXERN—FER » N-IIHEE—FRN)E
fis2 - AT E - EREZER FHABEALAZ
ISR EIERAYTRE - SRR ARUHBEEETINE
> BEHKSIRBERSHNEECFER - WRENE
NE - BN EEERFREEENEERRLARIENRS
BRI R AAEMTRAES - MEIUBERNDIEENE
YR

BREZECKIFTERFHERLE - AMIREEE
tEEENSE  KETRIIAER » RESZE -
FEERN » RARMmELR » HEEERRENABERE
ISEATSER - B NILVKITEEAME > FIESHIRMEE
% - ARAKBEARARALEFL - BEABHINERE - R
ERFIESERAT - BREBRS - KEHBZEKR » ft
BERZEIEERE » SiEERAERE -

Zhen-qi Yang

learning Experience {BLURZ T o200 07

out such opportunity. National parks in Taiwan also have
diverse sceneries and attract numerous foreign tourists
each year. If we can charge foreign visitors reasonable
fees and use the money to promote conservation activities
or to conduct research across the island, some problems
concerning insufficient funds may well be solved.

I'm grateful to have visited Sri Lanka's national
parks. People always see Nature from a profit-making
perspective, so they explore and exploit it to satisfy their
greed. In fact, the seemingly wild nature contains much
vitality, which, with some composure, you will find out,
because Nature is man's long-forgotten paradise and our
emotional resort. Take some time to listen to the sounds of

nature and look up in the sky. The things that deeply move
you are just around.
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A cattle egret is standing on the back of a water buffalos. / by Zhen-qi Yang
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As you squat down to observe, you may find a lizard transforming into a dinosaur in savage times. / by
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At the gateway to Yala National Park, a bleached elephant skull hangs against a large rock by the road with
the words, “Welcome to Yala,” painted underneath. / by Chi-kang Ma

BSHRBUZE T Profile of Prof. Chi-kang Ma

BEZEIRIENEMD - SEHFX Ma has multiple identities including an instructor
EZEET BB  {ER C thEREs . at Shih Hsin University, a tour guide, a writer, and a

FAREERAR@EDSET B3SOk backpacker. Once an interpreter at Taroko National
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Park, he has traveled in 25 countries in Europe, Asia
and Africa, and frequently recorded what he felt and

FRXS » SEIRTHATIRSRIREIR  experienced during each travel through his photos and
HSEREERSCER AR o ZRSEAS : KIEEfEEE  words, shown on his blog, the Red Carousel: http://

RES http://red-pony.blogspot.com red-pony.blogspot.com .
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