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To mountaineers, Mt. Dabajian is the mountain of the century. The barrel-
shape and weathered cliffs distinguish itself from others. / by Cang-rong Xue
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Picture of the principal, graduates, and class teachers on Nanmayang
Mountain. / Photo provided by Zhi-ming Chen

PHYEE SR B A SR

My Graduation at Daba

BRIIRE Text ERREE Hsin-hua Lian

$5RIELE Special thanks to ,/#T3¢ER/) \BREZAFMER Mr. Zhi-ming Chen Principal of Hsin Kwang Elementary School, Mr. Mao-chun Chen ~ SEEERQ
REERE X B RER Director Mao-chun Chen at Shei-Pa National Park Headquarters

EiZ Translator /3R5%H James Chang B F1EfH Photo provided by ,/BREZRS Zhi-ming Chen
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alking in the mountains when it rains is especially

difficult. Principal Zhi-ming Chen walked at the end
of the team and stayed vigilant about the unfavorable
surroundings.

"Watch out!”

Someone in the front slipped and was sliding. A pair of
hands grabbed him while Principal Chen rushes to help.

"It's okay. | am right behind you.”

The two muddy faces smiled at each other and shook
the dirt off their clothes before continuing toward the
ancestral scared mountain of the Atayal tribe. Only 12, they
were climbing up Dabajian Mountain for their graduation.

Graduation Commences Hope

3,492 meters in altitude, Dabajian Mountain is located
between Hsinchu County and Miaoli County. Reputed as a
“world's wonder,” it is the most sacred and inviolable to
the Atayal tribe.

The Boulder' since the ancient times has been
worshiped by the Atayal people. It symbolizes their respect
and awe of the sacred mountain. However, the primitive life
and young generation's knowledge of the sacred mountain
vanished in modernization.

“It is a pity.” When Principal Chen took post in 2007 in
Hsin Kwang Elementary School, he felt that it was a shame
that students could only learn about the sacred mountain
right in front of them through textbooks, movies, or
narration. Hence, he proposed this graduation ceremony
to students' parents.
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1. It is said that a long time ago was a mossy “boulder” from which
a man and a woman were born, who later married each other and
settled and had their offspring. This was the origin of the Atayal
Tribe.
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“That's a great idea.” Parents and tribal elders agreed on
the proposal unanimously and here began the graduation

ceremony.

All Ready but Weather

There were five graduates and five juniors along with 30
warriors and trial elders on the team. It was not easy to plan
an itinerary of this scale which requires not only the basic
fund, manpower, and route arrangement but also many
others.

Several months before this event, the principal and
teachers started to train these students to make sure that
they could manage the strenuous challenge of climbing
the mountain. As for the fund, they were greatly indebted
to the county magistrate's wife who supported the idea
and sponsored NT$120,000 for climbing gears and then-
Director Ching Lin of Shei-Pa National Park Headquarters,
who subsidized NT$30,000, and other kind-hearted people
for their donation. The whole school was truly touched and
grateful.
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“Everything was ready except for the weather. We
planned to set off at the end of May but it rained the whole
week so we moved it to the following week but it was sunny
on the original start day and rained on our new start day.”
Principal Chen grins  “After all, nothing beats the weather
change.”

In light of the tight schedule and no further delay allowed,
they discussed with tribal elders, parents and students and
decided to make it happen.

The changing weather couldn't stop them from climbing
the sacred mountain even though it made the burden on
Principal Chen's shoulder heavier.
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The graduation ceremony was made possible by the funds donated by various individuals and groups. / Photo
provided by Zhi-ming Chen
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To those who love the woods and being close to this scared cliff, the long wait has sure been worth it. / by
Cang-rong Xue
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Up Close and Personal

"Dear ancestors, please protect your offspring ”
Trial elders prayed for good luck through a simple but
solemn ritual. The journey unfolded on the old hunting
route. Students explored the nature with curiosity and
anticipation. Elders took time to pass down the Atayal
knowledge of wildlife and its tradition, humanity, and history.

While the team took a rest by Muodao (sharpening
knives) River, the elders told students the story of the River
whose name reflects dangers hunters might encounter.

As the team walked on, they came across wild animals
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The tribal head led the team in prayers for good luck
before departure/provided by Zhi-ming Chen
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They took the old hunting route. Students had to cross
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The tribal elder was in charge of identifying the
mountain and its plants in the mountain as well as
telling the migration story of Atayal ancestors and their
migratory routes. / Photo provided by Zhi-ming Chen

fallen trees and climb up the cliff. / Photo provided by 5. REHEREELUERINEF - AT R / FREA

Zhi-ming Chen
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Students and parents carried heavy backpacks and

T

The elder led the students to praise Dabajian Mountain
with traditional songs and dance. / Photo provided by
Zhi-ming Chen

set off for Dabajian Mountain. / Photo provided by Zhi-

ming Chen
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now and then and were taught the principle of hunting
and wisdom and power of ancestors in maintaining
a harmonious life with the nature. The students were
amazed as they listened. On the intricate trail with
surprising and fun adventures, the wisdom of the
ancestors was related to members on the team who
benefit throughout their life.

The non-stop rain posed the biggest challenge.
Roads were washed and difficult to walk on. Some
luggage was soaked and nearly useless. There was not
even a place to rest. “But everyone had to stay calm,”
says Principal Chen. Hypothermia, unfavorable roads,
hard-to-be-sought accommodations can be resolved
with alternatives but lack of morale, the road would be
difficult. Therefore, everyone on the team encouraged
each other and strode forward.

Tears Mark Beginning, not the End

June 4th, 2008 was one of the most touching
moments in Chen's life.

For safety reason, they went as far as Nanmayang
Mountain only but when they set foot on the top of the

mountain, Chen came into tears.
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“It was also my first pilgrimage.” In Chen's gentle
voice, one could still feel the excitement he had.“l was not
expecting to meet with the sacred spirit in such a precious
way. The hard work paid off.”

The elders, parents, and warriors were in tears, too,
let alone the young graduates. The elders baptized the
children and wished them safe and happy growth before
decorating the boys with a knife, symbolizing chivalry,
and placing traditional Atayal knitted cloth on the girls,
symbolizing adulthood.

At an altitude of 3,000 meters, they held up the banner
that said Hsin Kwang Elementary School and took a group
picture while singing the Atayal tune to thank ancestors for
their guardianship.

In 2009, Director Mao-chun Chen at Shei-Pa National
Park Headquarters (SPNPH) likes to take time besides
busy work to visit the mountain. “When | heard of this
graduation ceremony last year, | wished | could have joined

them,” says he. “ Our park is located in an aboriginal
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town and the Headquarters always supports environmental
education in adjacent elementary and junior high schools,
not to mention this meaningful event.”

In the midst of the young voices with the sacred spirit
as the witness, they completed the graduation ceremony.
“It is the end and the beginning because they have more
graduation ceremonies awaiting them but | believe this
would be the only irreplaceable one.” These sensitive
words from Principal Chen gave the ceremony a beautiful

ending.

1. EITEERSE - BESRRISIEZHRETMEEARIE
L / BRES AR
The tribal elder sang to the great sacred mountain in
the traditional tune. / Photo provided by Zhi-ming Chen
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The elder baptized the students with silvergrass and
wished them safe and happy growth. / Photo provided
by Zhi-ming Chen
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The elder decorated the boys with a knife, symbolizing
true chivalry. / Photo provided by Zhi-ming Chen
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The elder placed the Atayal traditional knitted cloth on
the girls to symbolize adulthood. / Photo provided by
Zhi-ming Chen
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With the sacred spirit as the witness, they completed
the graduation ceremony. / Photo provided by Zhi-
ming Chen.
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Director Mao-chun Chen likes to take time besides
busy work to visit the mountain. / Photo provided by
SPNPH
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B : TN E KNSRI E T Curriculum & Instruction Graduate Institute,
IRFE  FTTER SR In s N R S\ YL 8 National Hsinchu University of Education, Hsinchu

83 B2 SR - 8% 00 FF 2 curriculum review committee member, Taoyuan
E;EE; Eﬁ%fﬁ LRI 7 Good Performance Teacher in 1994, and Hsinchu

Special Education Good Performance Teacher,
PROCEES  TDAANREBI T2 Chen believes in humanity, diversified learning,
TEBRRRIN THEESERESI TBL  love with responsibility, and inspiring through
RAEHEISEEE | - BBEE - fTE2 & care to help children grow and learn through
EIBIET » RN SRERE - experience and in a warm and diversified setting.




