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In the broad natural environment, men of high aspiration have the mission of seeking the opportunities for mutual growth and development /
by Peng-guang Chen

—EER AT E R LAV Rl

The Anonymous Guardian Angels of Yushan

EEARESERFRIOR » EEF S Iready a grandpa, he bends down and
SIEME FRNIR B TSN EES picks up trash on the grass. An officer
BT - ERMEREERRS R g VN0 Was newly appointed to the army,

he classifies through piles of excrement.

RESNEEIR » XEME T 10X ER Instead of enjoying a hot spring bath, a

B8 RREO—RRRViER - couple walks more than 10 km and returns
KEFNAESAFBEEA @ FREMEEVIR with bags of trash.
2TEAE » EALPITE 3,000 AR R ELLIEE Strangers from different backgrounds,

they gather for the same good will or ideal

I 4538 - ANRERABEEPTER - RDIRIEAE
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on Yushan. As it goes: there must be a
great woman behind every successful man.

MRS RERBRET 2 — Then these volunteers are the great women
IZ7{EFS 1B EEH behind a beautiful Yushan.
;‘}11‘3 952 NRIEWFIEM#EYEE » B2 | Volunteer for this difficult job
EHN  ERGUENEENS|EEE The beautiful Mt. Jade Main Peak, 3,952

in altitude, is a must-visit spot for beginner
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or experienced mountain climbers. The
ecology and historical trails in Yushan

HROREDE - BERA - MERSAL National Park are relaxing for tourists.
URREURERZFE - ﬁ%%ﬁam oy Visitors travel in the park and take pictures
RRAEIE - E5 » KREEE » BER to mark their beautiful memory during
EE, WAES - weekends and holidays. However, the

beautiful views do not happen just like that.

REHIE Interview & Text/ SBRREE Hsin-hua Lian B F1Eft Photo provided / EIUBIR AR EIEEE Yushan National
Park Headquarters ~ &0:Z Translator / 55%18 Chun-yi Cheng 4RI/ Special thanks to / EURBE Ilﬁﬁm%i
Yushan conservation volunteers Mr. Da-sen Chen ~ BEZE5t4 Mr. Tai-rong Qi ~ ZEYIF5E4 M. Li-ping Qi ~ 2iEE5T
4 Mr. Qing-huang Liu ~ BREZE/J\E Ms. Yu-yun Chen ~ ELLBERAREBEZFREF/)\IE Mrs. Zhen-yu Chen at Yushan
National Park Headquarter
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Conservation in national parks is not about slogans
or website constructions. Balance of ecology and
maintenance of the natural environment are difficult
with many demanding and strenuous tasks, which are
unfavorable and unpaid. In the eye of ordinary people, it
is difficult and tiring. However, some people just willingly
volunteer and take on the tasks.

“It is not easy to go through all the interview,
preliminary screening, physical tests, and educational
training. You may be rejected even if you want to
volunteer,” said a volunteer.

To qualify as a volunteer, one must have sufficient
knowledge of ecology and environmental education as
well as pass the physical tests that make sure you are
physically fit to handle heavy cleaning gears and deal
with road obstructions. Without professional training,
the headquarters will not let them perform the tasks.

Therefore, a badge1 with the logo of Formosan Black
Bear or Swinhoe's Pheasant means recognition and
honor.

Cleaning restrooms sounds easy but when it involves
the possibility of getting feces on the cloths or falling off
cliffs, it is not easy at all.

1. TS TARE - HoR=(EFR - MEAREIRE R Em
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. Yushan National Park categorizes its volunteers into three levels.

Those who fulfill 150 hours or above of volunteer work within two
years may be granted medals of Lophura swinhoii, while those who
fulfill 300 hours or above of volunteer work within three years may
be granted medals of Ursus thibetanus formosanus.

[2EEE001 )~ I BRE002 | EELEUREETEHD A
HIRARMEE RRPER - STUNERFNFLUSE
M ENE T EEEES RS E/H T I TE volunteers on Yushan who take their volunteer work as a

Formosan Black Bear 001 and 002 are the IDs of Da-
sen Chen and Tai-rong Qi, the two senior conservation

life-time career and help newcomers to maintain a clean
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BRACERE B2 - 3,000 RRAVS LLUEIFTIEAEE
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MREER (BEREEES) @ BIEEHH/TEHAYE
FTEZERRVEIR - MAREEL CAVEREREIFT - #L know what the ecological restroom on Jhongyang Mine
SRR - looks like.

—TFANEE TSR 2 ~ 30 AT KT B EUErRS They would drag out the square feces collection barrel
i B85 2 _\ﬁcrEUn_T IEHEEYIME o &
448 iR~ BBR - 1Z5THYEE - RIEEREEEE
BHITRESEX fﬂﬁ/\%‘ﬂx FIPHERz - DINGE
EEMPR F NRZE I HEAZEE - BEUR—
2@ AlEBIE CHRIBFRANEIN T BETE -

mountain even though it involves something most people
beg to shun.

Through all the cliffs and valleys, they walk toward
their destination, the ecological restroom in Jhongyang
Mine Cottage. To avoid undermining downstream water
quality, restrooms in a high mountain like Yushan cannot
be cleaned with disinfectants or only lots of clean water.
The toilets have to be wiped by hands instead while
the waste is dumped on humus and used as organic
fertilizers once it is fermented.

This task is a big challenge just by thinking.

If you have seen the movie Slumadog Millionaire, you will

of 20 to 30 kg, in which they've found things, besides
human waste, such as sanitary pads, papers, plastic
bags, empty cans, and even a whole cabbage. So they
keep picking out those unexpected substances left
behind by mountain climbers that make the cleaning
even harder.

EUEEINERENE LU / O S8
Tataka Anbu Trailhead / Chang-ying He
S LIS EEBAMAL » ENRREICE
Volunteers have to cross unfavorable terrains to fulfill their
responsibilities.
OEEEESEERBENSETES » S LMSELENSEHEE -
A badge with the logo of Ursus thibetanus formosanus or Lophura swinhoii means recognition and honor
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Volunteers indicate that cesspools with water or urine
cannot be decomposed because it turns an aerobic
fermentation to an anaerobic one that creates stench
and the unputrefied feces it results may pollute the
environment. Foreign substances that do not belong
in the cesspool like those mentioned above should be
carried down the mountain by tourists, too.

Tai-rong Qi and Ming-zhu Su are one of the couples on
the team. Mr. Da-sen Chen says that it is truly envious
and touching to see a husband and his wife care for each
other while working in the mountain together.

“The most important step is turning the compost, the
best way to expedite fermentation and a good opportunity
to observe the temperature, humidity, pH value, and
micro-organic activities.” These are what Qi and Su
would write in their report sheets, among which shows
their excitement of discovering different insects in feces
barrels more than 100 liters in volume, or their sharing
of experience in teach that imported wood chips are not
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Clearing obstructions walking on a collapsed trail is to ensure that mountain climbers continue safely.

35 B LFINERB TIFRERBITERIE

Conservation needs to be service-oriented and time-efficient.

67. EIEREEIMEREE LAVEEABIHR -

Headquarters will hold professional educational trainings for conservation volunteers periodically.

BER » HEFRBREN T - HRPREEE
EEH DRSS - SEHXBTURETRETEET
fE o

KEREE BEREE

BLUYRE » B—URERURNZEENEE » RA
REH TRENERFEIERE - BEMBEEXEAM
ESEMTIF ol REFE—RIBEBHREEAVEIAT
K INERERNM T RAN—BREE - ERERERR
PIRERIFSHERE - | BIIEXRER - [ BRRE
BLFE > RRBEMUSERE » EIUEIRAREZ
L TRELAY -

MAERBRRRERNEBEHE - RRE/)\ERR
[ELL - EMRREGL - B—EENMAMAVEEH < TLIFT
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good humus because of pre anti-corrosion treatment.
The couple records methods and processes of different
experiments of their design, and is practically the foster
parents of this task.

Clothes Stained, Wish Fulfilled

An officer from the Chung-shan Institute of Science
and Technology, Mr. Li-ping Qi volunteers on his days
off and this is his third year. With a shy smile, he said, “I
personally fought it when | first cleaned the Jhongyang
Mine restroom because |'ve never put that much
effort in cleaning my own restroom at home. However,
inspired by these predecessors, I'm getting addicted to
the work.”

Teaching atmospheric sciences, Prof. Ching-hwang
Liu has always loved mountains since little and naturally
became a conservation volunteer. “| love to climb
mountains and | love them like they were my children. |
will try my best to keep them clean.”

Speaking of the road closures that caused
complaints from visitors, Prof. Liu indicates that he
understands their eagerness. As a conservation
volunteer, he also understands the park headquarters'
concern.  “Both parties love mountains and with good
communication, it will be smoothened out.”
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2007 FBEXREH BREZHEREE L —EEB
B 3,668 ARMEIIFEMMIE) - A [ BERELH -
ARIREME - HBIFRRET - ERERFEER »
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M AEEIENERSZENBERT » MUZTRE
HERENHREEE—R - RE LUK #HIRS18 -
21 IRRABRER A M A A o

A

Volunteer Yu-yun Chen, unable to frequent Yushan
due to her busy work, fixes backpacks and gears for
mountain climbers, and asks them to pick up trash on
Yushan for her and keep it clean. “Since | can't do
it myself, | ask others to do it on my behalf.” What a
touching ideal

One day in spring 2007, Chen and another volunteer
Su-zhen Lu worked on the Yuanfong camp site, which
is 3,668 in altitude. The weather changed in an instant.
It was fair when they set off but hailed with gusts of wind
on the halfway. They moved on and arrived on the camp
site but their homebound roads were blocked by the
heavy rain. Unsuccessful in calling for help, they stayed
a long night in the rain and only knew that Routes 18
and 21 were closed due to fallen rocks the next day.

12, K LPINGEER » BAHEREATHHIEIRER » IEF T IUNSEMMRZPRE -
Volunteers help clean and maintain public facilities, greatly promoting their quality.
3. LIRS DINEZHNEEIRE T UBNRIETE
Volunteers' efforts are also deeply affirmative by Minister Liouyi Liao (Ministry of the Interior).
4. BRIERERERE IVEIPTERS « MRS — 2055 -
Unprecedented ecological cleaning of toilets in restrooms avoids secondary contamination to the floor
5-6. B¥IEID ARIES UEIFTHRLY) » HEERtEE -
Organic compost is used to process waste in restrooms in mountains, greatly reducing burden to the soil.

7. BESHREEEYERS - BERET L ElMELUZENERETFS— -

Always a smile no matter how difficult it is. These conservation volunteers are those who make a beautiful

Yushan possible.
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Really Love the Mountain

“I have never walked upright since | became a volunteer
because | was always looking for trash. | wonder whether |
should be happy for the good habit or be sad for mountain
climbers not doing enough for conservation,” Mr. Jin-kun
Lin once spoke in a TV program for every volunteer.

“We love mountains like they were our children,” Da-sen
Chen once said. Without these unselfish guardian angels,
the mountains in Taiwan couldn't maintain their beauty and
cleanness. However, ecological protection takes efforts
from everyone. Only when mountain climbers practice
conservation will the efforts be really paid off.

An idea, an action, and tiny contribution can be
eventually significant.

After all, a healthy earth brings healthy human beings,
doesn't it?
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