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National parks and people are like soil and plants that develop in different forms./by Galyna
Andrushko
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Exploring Nature in Literature
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ur perception of nature and qu tior

mankind's relations with the Supreme Being

have been pondered upon and well documented
throughout history. Nature literature resembles
a fountain of life irrigating the heart and soul of
people. Even a spoon of such spring water can
offer long-lasting refreshment.

In the long stream of Nature writing, leading
figures such as R.W. Emerson, H.D. Thoreau, and
A. Leopold served as the most solid rocks.

Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882), a 19th-
century orator, proposed in Nature (1836) that
mankind and nature were one. “the currents of the
Universal Being circulate through me; | am part or
particle of God.” Transcendentalism and idealism,
which he advocated, cast an enormous impact on
the religious and cultural traditions of his time and
became thq precursor of American Liberalism.
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Some of the books mentioned by Prof. Wang during the
interview. /by Wan-ching Lai
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These books were like pure streams into people's mind, inspiring
concepts of environmental conservation. / by Wan-ching Lai
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A Lakeside Hermit's Experiment

A strolling companion, direct beneficiary of his
teaching, was his student and friend, Henry David
Thoreau (1817-1862).

In 1845, by Walden Pond, Concord, Massachusetts,
Thoreau built a small hut and resided there over two
years. At age 28, he defined it as a philosophical life
experiment, on which he wrote the acclaimed Walden.

He wrote, “I went to the woods because | wished to
live deliberately, to front only the essential facts of life,
and see if | could not learn what it had to teach, and
not, when | came to die, discover that | had not lived.”

“Every morning was a cheerful invitation” said
Thoreau, who also realized, “A man is rich in proportion
to the number of things he can afford to let alone.” He
called on the young ones, “I would have each one be
very careful to find out and pursue his own way”

Shin Wang thinks that Thoreau's most precious
lesson for us is the philosophy of simplicity and
the break from modernity. Through nature, one
can achieve spirituality through continuous self
transcendence. Thoreau valued individuality and
nonconformity, making him irreplaceable in American
philosophy. Emerson once said, “No truer American
existed than Thoreau.”
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As a nature lover, Prof. Shin Wang has frequented various mountains across
Taiwan. The photo was taken Mt. Jade Main Peak (right). / Photo provided by
CPAMI
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Adventure of “Wild” Muir

In 1903, a wholehearted guide accompanied the
then President F.D. Roosevelt on a trip to Yosemite.
He was John Muir (1838-1914). Muir's view of nature
deeply influenced the President's conservation
policies, leading to enlarged forest reserves and the
birth of several national parks. Muir knew Emerson's
and Thoreau's work by heart and believed God
manifests through nature. What intrigued him were
not only the suburban lakesides, but wilderness and
uninhabited forests. He traveled on foot from Indiana
to the Gulf of Mexico, went deep into the Sierra
Nevada, devoting his life to protecting nature reserves.

Wang sees Muir as the “wildest” among early
American naturalist writers. Listening to nature's
cry on treetop in storms, witnessing nature's anger
in the wild during quakes, risking life just to see an
avalanche...such outrage all came from his admiration
for nature.

FEHFHOEER N RRERES) - S2HEES - EREHTE -
/ AEERE B E R M

Shin Wang has been actively participating in the development and
promotion of Taiwan's national parks. On the left was Mr. Walter H. Fei.
/ Photo provided by CPAMI
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Eco-conscience must become part of our

conscience. / by Galyna
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Reading Muir's work feels like taking a rollercoaster, with
a mix of extreme fear and ecstasy, and also with a bit of
innocence,

“In my first interview with a Sierra bear we were
frightened and embarrassed, both of us, but the bear's

behavior was better than mine.” Muir attempted to scare
the bear to see him run, but was responded with a fierce
look, “as he held his ground in a fighting attitude, my
mistake was monstrously plain.”

The standstill lasted for a while, and the bear eventually
walked away. Muir was relieved, “and never afterward
forgot the right manners of the wilderness.”

“Muir sees nature as God's best work. Depleting it is like
destroying His temple.”

Leopold “Thinking Like a Mountain”

Almost a century after Walden, another nature classic
emerged — A Sand County Almanac, by Aldo Leopold
(1887-1948). Literary, philosophical and scientific, it is
praised as the bible for eco-equalitarianism.

As a researcher and forestry officer, Leopold actualized
his convictions. He wrote about eco-knowledge and
conservation experience, and proposed land ethics, land
aesthetics, and eco-conscience that helped broaden
mankind's relations with nature.

“Thinking like a Mountain” is a most representative
essay of Leopold's. Back then, wolf hunting was widely
practiced. Once, in the eyes of a dying old wolf, Leopold
saw a green fire burning out, “there was something new
to me in those eyes - something known only to her and to
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the mountain.”

Nationwide wolf slaughtering had caused the
deer population to rise. Increased consumption led
to dwindling forests. “I now suspect that just as a
deer herd lives in mortal fear of its wolves, so does
a mountain live in mortal fear of its deer.” “Only the
mountain has lived long enough to listen objectively to
the howl! of a wolf.

Leopold reflected on mankind's role and advocated
“land ethics,” which “implies respect for his fellow-
members, and also respect for the community as
such.”

He also lent support to his friend, Charles S. Elton
for his “land pyramid” and food chain theory, stressing
the macro eco-system is complex and balanced and
that we should not destabilize the pyramid's bottom.

“Eco-conscience must become part of our
conscience,” said Wang. Only when we stop using
economic benefit as the sole excuse for land use
or protecting certain species only because they
are medically valuable to us, and recognize that all
creatures have equal rights to survival, then we shall
become responsible land citizens.

Between man-nature conflict and man-nature unity,
our doubts and inquiries have tested us from past to
present — triggering our innate eco-wisdom as bipedal
apes. Nature writers to come will benefit from the
legacy of these predecessors, forever searching for
the ultimate answer that can bring us into harmony

with nature.

Profile of Prof. Shin Wang

BHEEFSEABMIBIBIES REBRIUS - F  Ful professor of the Department of Geography at National
BRBEEBERENEEE  BELNRETE Taiwan University. Concerned about the serious problems

in Taiwan's environmental conservation, Wang has been
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