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It isfAot juSt because there stands the world-renowned

frEAA EEEﬁiﬁW{D{%ﬁﬁzi“ﬁﬂ%ﬁ——gx M. lcKinley, the highest peak in North America, but the
HERIET M » —ZREN SR R ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂiﬂmﬁwprisﬂne park also boasts vast coniferous forests, tundra

G0 s DIRBER S RV E8)Y) » (£5c= ﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁ&%ﬁﬂg that stretches to the horizon, magnificent glaciers, and

EEEEMT » BERsSIREERSMIEEES » A wild animals. Thanks to effective management, each year
MESEEEXBEN @%iﬁﬂt?lﬁ%éﬁﬁfﬁiﬁﬁ*ﬁ almost a million tourists visit the ‘park-without causing

FE - BRI §7W1D%ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁﬁfl}uﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ'lﬁ much damage to it. In fact,the park is still regarded as

the most representative-national park in Alaska as of

today,
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;/ g The entire Mt. McKinley can be seen when.the sky is clear.
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Mt. McKinley,
Highest Peak of North America

“Denali” originally means the “High One.” Before
the Russins' discovery of this area in the 19 century,
generations of the local Athabascans had used it to
describe Mt. McKinley. The park was established,
however, not because of the mountain, but of the
conservation of the numerous wild animals there. In

1906, Charles Sheldon, an observer and
conservationist, was so impressed by this resource-rich
and beautiful area that in the next year, he and his friend,
Harry Karsten, conducted field surveys and lobbied for
the establishment of the conservation area.

Thanks to over ten years' efforts, the place was
designated as a conservation area in 1917 and was first
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An inverted reflection of Mt. McKinley captured by Wonder Lake.
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Arctic ground squirrels are the main source of food for grizzly bears.

The white dwarf dogwood (Cornus canadensis) like to grow in damp areas.
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Moose are the largest species of deer in North America. Their antlers are fan-shaped.
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The elegant caribou. Both male and female caribou have antlers.
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named McKinley National Park, after a then powerful
senator. In 1980, the Alaska Lands Bill was passed and
the park was renamed “Denali” , with its size grew by
threefold to almost 2.43 million acres, bigger than the
State of Massachusetts today.

Though Mt. McKinley was not the reason behind the
establishment of Denali National Park, it is undoubtedly
tthe heart portion of it. But Alaska's ever-changing
weather means it's not easy to see the entire mountain.
Statistics say the probability of a sunny day is just 33%,
meaning a stay of at least three days would give you a
better chance to see the mountain. We usually stayed for
more than a week. Sometimes when we returned to our
camp at dusk, we would, to our pleasant surprise, see
the mountain after the clouds had subsided. Sometimes
at dusk, when we just got up, we would see the whole
mountain right in front of us, along with the Alaska Range
by its side and the vast expansion of tundra. That was an
ultimate feast for the soul, especially after days of long

wait.
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Sub-arctic Ecology and Landscape

In addition to the snowy Mt. McKinley and the Alaska
Range, there are also majestic glaciers, winding moraines,
vast braided rivers, and glacial erosion lakes scattered on
gentle slopes. As the park lies in the sub-arctic region,
where permafrost abounds, only plants that can adapt to
severe coldness can survive. Despite that, more than 430
species of flowering plants still miraculously bloom on the
hills and along the rivers during the transient summer.

Below the snow line lie taiga and tundra. Taiga is formed
with evergreens such as pines and spruce in low-altitude
areas, while tundra consists of bushes or small plants
such as wild flowers, berries and moss. The demarcation
between the taiga and tundra is also known as the forest
line, at around 820 meters in altitude. Looking up around
the forest line, one can see the tundra stretching into the
skyline or submerged in the snow line on the mountain top.
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The white Dall Sheep prefer to stay on steep hillside.
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The red tundra in autumn. In the distance is the snowy Alaska Range.
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A closer look at the tundra in mid-autumn: every leaf looks like a red petal.
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Currently 37 species of mammals and 159 species of birds
inhabit in the park. Tourists are attracted to see iconic animals
such as grizzly bears (Ursus arctos), moose (Alces alces),
caribou (Rangifer tarandus), Dall Sheep (Ovis dalli) and wolves
(Canis lupus). Getting to see all five within a day is known as
getting the “Big Five” , where only the lucky few have that
privilege.

People like to feed tame deer or adorable squirrels
(Spermophilus parryii), but the park strictly prohibits that.
Rangers also educate visitors to respect animals, for humans
are like the “intruders” to the animals' home. To live with
animals in peace, humans must keep a certain distance from
them and leave enough space to them. The park also puts up
warning signs in ecologically fragile areas to forbid tourists'
entry.

The most important and effective approach is the park's
control on private vehicles. The park's only road is 147 km
in length, but vehicles are only allowed to drive to the 22-km
point, where security guards stop those without special
permits. Visitors wishing to go further into the park must
purchase a pass at the visitor's center and take the park
bus. The park also limits the number of overnight guests to
minimize the impact of human activities. The rangers' efforts
and the cooperation of the tourists have helped retain the
parks' pristine beauty as same as nearly a century ago.
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Exploring the Beauty of Nature

The park is most beautiful in late August, when the
color of tundra gradually turns to yellow and eventually
scarlet. This coincides with the ripening of the sugary
and juicy blueberries. | could still recall the very
excitement when | first saw the blueberries all over the
the tundra. Everyone could pick them for free. WWhatever
we were doing, we always liked to pick some sweet and
palatable blueberries. Those were the times!

And the most exciting and unforgettable experience
was seeing for myself the incredible auroras (northern
lights) on a chilly, starry night with no moonlight. Though
it was still early autumn, the nights there were so
freezing that chilliness prevailed despite all the clothes
| had put on. But so long as the night was dark, clear
and cold —the prerequisites for the auroras to appear,
we would wait outside our tent, shivering and persisting,
just for the northern lights.

Usually they appeared after midnight, when a ray
of green light suddenly shot out from the horizon and
grew darker as it stretched out. Then it picked up speed
and continued to expand and light up the entire sky,
after which it gently faded in the dark starry night. Then
another beam of green light emitted from the other side
of the horizon and made its way into the starry night.
Thus, one after another, these green lights, both light-
green and dark-green danced their ways into the sky
of the Northern Hemisphere. It was so dazzling that we
could hardly believe there was such an unimaginable
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HRBERE TEBUEATEE - BYMEERS spectacle on earth.
% o Denali retains its unspoiled beauty as of today.
FEEBEESNREE MM ERS - L TFREIE - People can still appreciate exactly the same scenery as

Sheldon did some 90 years ago. Here in the park, only
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few traces are left by visitors. The park's only road, a
few camp sites and the park entrance are all integrated

DIEN - EREANNERBSFEEEH - BER with nature. It shows just how much the park has been
BFEBRREMS - ERIR » ERAR—BEREFHHILER carefully protected and well managed. It is no wonder
Z - )X » SEECEHEDEEEENERER » B8 that whenever | am in this picturesque tundra | always
| S A PR EE: EER—AhEBEEENIS hear people exclaiming, “This is the most beautiful
T RERREEEREINME - 2 » Sthe place I've ever seen in my life!” And | always smile
PR » BEBEERHTS - back at them, agreeably, because this is also the most

pristine and beautiful place that we've ever been to.
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n“ A grizzly bear walking on the park path. Even the park bus has to make way for it.

2. CARE I8 SRAIAINIFETE -

The magenta tall fireweed (Epilobium angustifolium) in midsummer.
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“ The changing northern lights appear at dark and clear nights.
2] 4. NAME - AEAONEENLEEE—BE -
In mid September, the park entrance is already covered by a layer of snow.
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People are happily rowing a boat in Wonder Lake.

{EZE7 Profile of the Authors
MRILNFE Hsin-ya Lin

- - L MS in Environmental Sociology at The Pennsylvania State
E\Tl_\w‘l\luf%iﬂtﬁﬁa %‘/iﬁﬁi - ]997 University, Lin set up her own studio in 1997. She uses words and
FRLTIFE » AXFREEBAEN images to speak for Nature. Her works include Only in Alaska,
FREE o ZHEIRIEPIRHETI ~ EERYKR Colorado Plateau, Yosemite Four Seasons and Elephant Seal.
B EBBEEMAOFCN  REBBPE

=,

Wen-yao Li
?K% MA in Geography at The Pennsylvania State University, Li is
currently involving in R&D in GIS. He loves nature and wildlife

FININTIREBHMIBIELT » BRISE photography. Many of his works are published in local and
TR S R ES T (E - VB EIRAEBE international journals and books. He is the co-author of Only in
e, (R ERERN SR o = Alaska, Colorado Plateau, Yosemite Four Seasons and Elephant

ERLE - Seal.



