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Yang, a conservation volunteer, was born in Zhanghua County and he likes to observe nature. He devoted himself to photographing amphibious reptile and
promoting conservation. His principle is not to take ecological pictures in the studio. Visit his blog: http://www.ellison.idv.tw/ellisonblog, and enjoy precious
pictures.
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The Precious Ootheca of Formosan Salamander
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The ootheca of Formosan Salamander (Hynobius formosanus) was first spotted in 1997 by Chun-fu Lin of the Endemic
Species Research Institute (Taiwan). The academia in Taiwan has very limited knowledge about the salamander; therefore,
any pictures and ecological data of it are truly precious.

An ootheca consists of the eggs and a transparent frothy mass that wraps up the eggs and prevents them from being
washed away by water. The ootheca is even more difficult to be found than the salamander itself because the salamander
would hide the ootheca in truly covert places, mostly in the underflow of a stream where no sunlight could reach. The
ootheca is in white color because it doesn't need melanin to fight against the ultraviolet rays in high mountains.
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