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When the red curtain had been lifted slowly, Taiwan finally has its own
mountaineering school. / by Wan-ching Lai
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One great ideal incubated for 23 years, One long road walked for
23 years, And one group of mountain lovers striving for 23 years,
Were what it took to lift the red curtain at Lyushui. On the day of
Jan. 28, 2010, 2.3 million people in Taiwan, Finally have their own

mountaineering school.
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A Long-anticipated Opening Ceremony

T =1-1E8 . i _Ahi . PR = } L
IREFIE Interview & Text/ §BEIE Wan-ching Lai &5 Translator / BRTE=F Kuan-yu Ou @5‘.,&‘:@ 087



F1 8285 0 AEBBRRLARBIEIE
05 BERE 0 SRS BILET—RRLL
BEEREN - TR ERPIETEE -
EF10% » BE2ERE - ABEEBRLAENREE
B > SUSUFHESERA T - TREEEREH

SER—Z2  REIURNSBELERS - tfifs
S BLUEEREINER - AR T LREESER
E2BFRYEE ©

BFH] » —BERRIE TEFLERREH
NEERNEFET @ REUBR-EFEZEEINEH
FEBRRLAREUMAE - £ZHPBEE T
B RAVESE -

IEFTEE e » SBMAVHEINMES -
FTEIEEHE AE2EBEAERE  TUREFHFFS
EUSHENERNE » EEAIRE—EXNE
217 EREHANEEESIIEFNAM - hEE
TIERIFEIK

SE—PIEPIER] > (ERRBEIREAEFIR « £RERIEHE » AEEE -/ 55 KR
Mountaineering requires professional knowledge, from equipments, physical training, to

ecological education, all need to be learned. / by Yan-bo Huang

n Jan. 28, 2010, the sunshine and breeze at Taroko

National Park (TNP) were perfect for the big day. At
Lyushui Service Station, a Taiwan Cherry tree bloomed earlier
just to celebrate it.

At 10 A.M., top officers of CPAMI, current and former
directors of TNP, VIPs from mountaineering circle, ecologists,
and foreign guests took the trouble to go all the way up
and gathered at Taroko only to attend this ceremony long

anticipated for 23 years.

23 years ago, a group of senior mountaineers invited by the
then-director of YSNP Headquarters Shih-wen Yeh
held NP's 1st mountaineering conference at Nan-
an of YSNP, and conceived the idea of such a

school.
As the beginning is always the hardest part,
the progress of a mountaineering school
had been constantly stalled. The lack of
such a school had indeed wronged all
the mountain lovers and the beautiful
landscape in Taiwan, where three
mountainous national parks dwell.
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Time flies. 20 years has passed in a flash as Yeh has
become Director-general of CPAMI and a new generation
of mountaineers has appeared. Perhaps due to these
mountain lovers' perseverance, this delayed program has
finally come into being.

Some may ask: Is mountain-climbing something needed
to be learned? Well, real mountaineering is a unique
skill totally different from casual hiking. Things like self-
examination of physical conditions, strength trainings,
gadget usages, etc. must be taught by professionals to
protect both the climbers and the Nature.

Unique School Extraordinary Curricula

The School provides not only the pro-level courses such
as bare-hand climbing and rappelling, but also many long-
neglected “trivial matters.”

“For example, nobody takes the food for mountaineering
seriously, a topic the school's course will cover,” says
Yeh, who knows well every detail about mountaineering.

“Bring the proper amount of food that provides just
enough calories. Too much food would mean more
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Mountaineering is a unique skill totally different from casual hiking. / by Wan-chng Lai
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“Sponsored by Kun Cheng,
President of Atunas Co. and
Taiwan Alpine Culture Asso.,
the feat of climbing the world's
7 summits had briefly aroused
a craze for overseas mountain
climbing. But how to ignite younger
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generation's passion for mountains
and their love for Nature is what the mountaineering school
really cares about.”

Learning High up Rooting Deep down

As there are quite a few mountaineering groups and
individuals in Taiwan, this school hopes to serve as a
platform to pass on excellent skills. “This school will provide
a channel for professional mountaineering learning by hiring
these experts as instructors and consultants.” Besides,
these skilled will share their experience in representing
Taiwan to conquer ridges worldwide and show the
capabilities of Taiwanese as a way to facilitate diplomacy.

“The curricula of the school will not simply copy foreign
concepts of mountaineering but find those suitable
for Taiwan's customs and ethics. That's what's truly
important,” Yeh says.

In the future, the curricula will consist of 3 major
categories: “mountaineering,” (climbing, rescuing, guiding,
foreign expedition, etc.); “exploration,” (river trekking,
rock/tree climbing, canoeing, etc.); “hiking trails,” (trail
maintaining, partnership building, etc. in order to provide
eco-friendly facilities). In 2010, the school has planned 24
training courses designed for different participants, “who
may also be given park ranger trainings and be certified
as mountain guides. This is to offer even more options for
people with various interests.”

1. MG E » ERTHIURET - BRATEERELEES -/ MKER
Taiwan is full of high mountains and people look forward to seeing the beautiful scenery here. This photo is the
Old Jhuilu Road of Taroko. / by Yung-hsien Lin
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Wearing a headscarf, smiling with joys on the face, Director-general Yeh made a touching opening for the
energetic and creative ceremony. / by Wan-ching Lai
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The landforms of Taroko are appropriate for the mountain-climbing learners to do the

rock-climbing training. / by Wan-ching Lai
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In the unveiling ceremony of mountaineering school, 8 national parks lifted up their own
flag. According to Bunun tribe's tradition, the elder of Bunun tribe use the mushroom

WRE ) (IUFPRIEE) RENEROTEIANE

Taiwan has a landform of great differences in altitude,
and mountain areas account for two-thirds of the entire
island. 76 of Taiwan's top 100 mountains are in the
bounds of national parks, which bear the responsibility to
provide related concepts and trainings to people who love
mountains, says TNP director Teng-lang Yu. “The school
will use public and private resources, hire talents as the
faculty, and introduce skills from abroad. TNP has a variety
of landforms and climate patterns plus high accessibility,
making itself a perfect location for a mountaineering
school.”

called Polyporaceae (Fomitopsis pinicola) as a fire starter to light up the brazier to pray &=

for blessings. / by Wan-ching Lai
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An open ceremony that has been waited for 23 years, a warm and touching classmate's reunion that bears the mountaineering ideals of Taiwan. /

by Wan-ching Lai
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On the day of this significant opening ceremony, in
addition to the presence of some VIPs, special activities,
such as tree climbing and cliff rappelling, were also
arranged. In the unveiling ritual, first was the entry
of park rangers holding flags of each national park,
followed by the fire lighting using tinders preserved with
the “Polyporaceae (Fomitopsis pinicola)” (a mushroom)
by the Bunun tribe; and then the praying performed by
priests of the Taroko tribe. All these showed how the
school will incorporate aborigines' wisdom into modern
techniques of mountaineering. Besides, 33 park rangers
serving for over 15 years and 13 rangers with special
contributions were also awarded in the ceremony.

Under the blue sky of Lyushui, when the red cloth was
unveiled, the national parks' mountaineering school was
finally born. The moment moved everyone as they looked
at the shining name board. The bird chirps and stream
purls resounding in the Taroko Gorge were just like the bell
chimes for the school, announcing the advent of this long-
awaited school. All mountain lovers! Take a bow to the
great teacher Nature, and get ready to learn.
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The headquarters of the mountaineering school is located at Lyushui Service Station of Taroko National Park. To
accommodate different types of curricula, locations of mid- and low-altitude, including Lianhua Pond, Luoshao, Ci-en, are
chosen as training bases for hiking, wild survival camping, trail maintenance skills, while Mt. Hehuan as a high-mountain base
camp and training sites for climbing and snow skills, and trails at Heren, Sanzhan and Taroko as training sites for bouldering,
river trekking, hiking, etc.
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Courses Offered by Mountaineering School in 2010 (For details, check the website of Taroko National Park at http://www.

taroko.gov.tw/zhTW/?type=1)
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Month

18
January
281p
February

3813
March

4813
Apri

581
May

6813
June

781
July

881D
August

CI=17)
September

10813
October

11813
November

1283
December

BRAEKEASIHES
Seminar for National Park Rangers

ERE=i
Course Title
SiEE SR

Training Camp of Safety Skills in Snow Environment
SURCTZEEKEEEE
Training Camp of Safety Skills of Mountaineering and Hiking
TEENENRE---RIR EIERE(E 1)
Emergency Rescue — Risk Management Course (1% Group)
AEpeRE Ut E iR LSS
Trainings of Guides for Mid-level Mountains for College Mountaineering Clubs
RPEEIERIZETR)
Risk Management Course (2™ Group)
L &I B E AR -
Nature Exploration for Minority Groups from Hualian — Bicycling
LS EMELERAEAES
Training Camp of Safety Skills of Climbing and River Trekking
BEEAMHEESE
Trainings of Ocean Canoeing Guides
L& 592 BB AR --- L EF AR EE (55— 1)
Nature Exploration for Minority Groups from Hualian — Mountain Field Experience (1% Group)
S ey
Tree-climbing Experience Camp
FiEs IS
Trainings of Trail Volunteers
AEEEFEE L EEESE
Trainings of Mountaineering Guides for Taroko Tribe Youths
L Ee e aEl
Trainings of Rock Climbing Guides
[ehEEnegaE:l
Trainings of Tree Climbing Guides
LIFE M- IR R A B =
Mountain School — Mountain Exploration Camp
FiEs TIE
Trainings of Trail Volunteers
TMEEIUERE S
Training Camp of Mountaineering Knowledge and Skills for Women
LNT/TE)AE — LU DT
“Leave No Trace” Action Camp — Cleaning up the Mountain and the Analysis of Garbage
IV
River Trekking Experience Camp
RPEEERIEE=R)
Risk Management Course (3 Group)
FiEs IS
Trainings of Trail Volunteers
RIERISGREERES
Trainings of Aboriginal Mountaineering Skills
;&9 28 BREE AR --- L EF AR 5E (52 1)
Nature Exploration for Minority Groups from Hualian — Mountain Field Experience (2™ Group)
L& 598 BB AR --- L EFAREE(E =1%)
Nature Exploration for Minority Groups from Hualian — Mountain Field Experience (3 Group)
REIASERRE U ES RTEEEIE
Trainings of Mountaineering and Hiking Guides for Eastern Taiwan College Students
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