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Cofp eyl o)  FEFKELABEE LRAERESH Rhythmic splashes of old watermills in the salt fields and the

M BEASEBANOEARKFIREL S8 singing of Black-faced Spoonbills that punctually appear

MR AN —EE kR o B every winter have orchestrated one after another symphony
S e R R FE °F 7R 7 o

N N - - - - - of water and birds. As Qigu Lagoon has been upgraded
TEXBEARNE ST MEZAT ROBIEH to Taijiang National Park (TUNP), it almost becomes my

BRRFH  BARCRFEARNEERET AL backyard and urges me to record another track of beautiful
—% sounds of Taiwan living in my memory.
— Judy Wu
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Wu closed her eyes and opened her ears, listening carefully to the sounds of Taiwan's seashore./Photo provided by Wind Music
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What is the Music of Taiwan?
o0 Judy Wu, a music producer repeatedly recognized
by Taiwan's Golden Melody Awards, the answer to
this question can become clear only at such an occasion
as MIDEM International Music Fair in Cannes: Only those
sounds originating from this land can truly represent
Taiwan, such as aboriginal music and local operas.

Once learning to play the piano in her childhood, Wu's
student life and early career had nothing to do with music.
[t was not until she studied abroad with scholarships
and majored in sound recording technology that she
reconnected her long-lost link with music. This time she
knew what she wants: to collect truly original sounds of
Taiwan.

The Wait and the Solitude

Wu started with recording the beautiful vocals of
aborigines, and later turned her interest to the land that
has nurtured these great singers. So she pointed the fluffy
microphone to the Nature. Such openness has enriched
the presentation of the sounds of Taiwan and broadened
the possibility of musical creation.

To collect sounds across the land, Wu must not stay
indoors enjoying the air-conditioning but get up early
and take her gadgets everywhere in the wild, facing long
searches and waits because creatures out in the Nature will
not simply show up on time and sing to the mic.
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Take Wu's experience in wrestling with recording the
voice of Black-faced Spoonbills(Platalea minor) , which
inhabit in Qigu, Tainan, now part of TUNP, Taiwan's eighth
national park. In waist-high waterproof pants and against
the chilly gusts, Wu approached the mangrove in such slow
motion that a distance of 200 meters took her two hours
to move along. After getting into position, she started the
silent wait. Hours had passed but nothing from the usually
quiet spoonbills, which even fell asleep. Wu took more
than five trips there, all of them in vain. But such frustrating
processes were the most unforgettable to her.

Sometimes she has to set off in the wee hours, driving
into the mountains alone. When asked if this terrifies her,
she'd just answered, with her eyes wide open: “Why?
Don't criminals all head for places where people gather?”
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You not only find the lively vitality of ocean in Taiwan in Wu's creations but also feel it with your ears. / by

blogger Jaime

N

JRBKEBRENSIERARE - RANSRERTEERZERNERE / 8EF satori

Taijiang National Park is known as the heaven of waterfowls; the birds are so charming that Wu want to record
their sounds even though she has to bear the cold winds. / by blogger satori
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Wu didn't feel toilsome at all when she carried the recording
equipments to Yangmingshan to collect the sounds of
Formosan Giant Cicada (Formotosena seebohmi) by herself./
Photo provided by Wind Music

In fact, Wu relishes such solitude. Being alone in the
arms of Nature clears her mind and allows her to “produce
exceptionally strong energy.” She always “converses with
herself and reflects upon her past experiences” while
bathed in this ambiance. And Nature gives her endless
inspirations. Rearranging sound bites of bird singing, for
example, would produce a wonderful melody. And quietly
strolling along the seashore had given her the original idea
of recording sounds of various coasts of Taiwan in the
Golden Melody Award-winning album My Ocean.

Revitalize and Accumulate Data of Nature

A collector of sounds of Nature must know about Nature
and ecology in addition to recording techniques. He or she
must be fully prepared about when and where the target
animals would appear. But compared to the abundance
in visual records of Nature, previous audio references
have been limited, with only audios of frogs recorded by
Professor Yi-ju Yang and those of birds by Yi-hua Liu.

Later, Wu just invited ecological experts in various fields
to make a recording team and collaborate on one after
another album of Nature music. Through working with
these ecologists including Yang, Liu, Jen-hsiu Hsu, Qing-
song Sun, Ya-tang Yang, etc., Wu had been moved and
inspired by many of them. For example, the renowned
frog expert Professor Yang was truly modest and easy-
going, and Wu didn't feel any pressure learning about
frogs with her. Also, the bird expert Sun, with passion
and commitment and without stable income, managed to
record 43 different kinds of bird singing, including the rare
Blue-winged Pitta (Pitta brachyurs) and make an amazing
album.
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Thanks to ecologists, Wu can record the sounds of the mysterious rare species
Fairy pitta (Pitta nympha) (right picture, by Kuang-ying Chou) and the cute frogs

(left picture, by Martin), Wu is grateful to their help.

At first Wu only wanted to use these natural sounds as
elements in creating music of Taiwan. Her popular album
The Forest Show features a large and interesting cast
of sound makers, such as Teleogryllus occipitalis, Tanna
sozanensis, Mecopada elongate, \White-breasted Waterhen
(Amaurornis Phoenicurus), Brown Hawk Owl (Ninox
scutulata). But without guided introduction, people could
not possibly tell the sounds apart. So Wu singled out each
of them to make individual “sound showcases.” This has
combined musical creation with knowledge dissemination
and instilled new energy into Taiwan's eco-education.
Though materials can be revitalized and promoted by
creativity, it requires continuous and systematic efforts
by professional and resourceful agencies to broaden the
database for individual “sound showcases.”

To Know Life around Us

A vibrant life form may be just around us, but we never
interact with it simply because we don't know it. Everybody
knows it's cicadas that chirp on the trees in summertime,
but the most clamorous one? It's Pomponia linearis. One
of Wu's friends once told her that her album had helped
identified Spotted Doves (Streptopelia chinensis) cooing in
the neighborhood. Wu was happy to see such reward for
her effort. In her mind, once we know the name of a living
thing, we become connected to it and the environment it
dwells in. “In face-to-face contacts with these life forms,
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you'd be touched not only by their sounds and calls but by
their life.”

Wu's unforgettable field experiences were numerous. In
Matsu, she witnessed through telescope the courtship of
Bridled Tern (Sterna anaethetus) as some male birds danced
and some pecked up fish in the sea to woo female birds.
“There's no difference between them and us on this,” Wu
said smilingly.

In east coast, Wu had been privileged to be surrounded by
more than 100 Fraser's dolphins (Lagenodelphis hosel) and
Spinner dolphins (Stenella longirostris). She was particularly
excited about the latter's racing with boats, jumping up from
the sea and making funny twists. She had no idea what
they're trying to convey, but she was sure to record all their
happy noise. Wu once encountered an adult female Sperm
Whale (Physeter macrocephalus) accompanied by two of her
young. All the boats around shut down their engines to allow
clear recording despite the dizziness people had suffered
later on. This is how sweet Taiwanese can be.

Let the Sound Be the Guide

Undeniably, in this visual-oriented world, sounds are
always neglected. Whenever we visit a place, we tend to use
cameras to capture what we see, but unwittingly miss many
beautiful things. The sense of hearing is indeed a mysterious
key to the full connection among senses of sight, smell and
touch, and allows our souls to be truly immersed into the
surroundings.

The sense of hearing often guides our first judgments
of things. For example, inside the mountains hide various
kinds of birds blocked from our sight by trees and leaves.
Only through their sounds can we tell where they are. Also,
Wu had heard the sound of Moltrechtis Green Tree Frogs
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Wu went far away to the wetlands just to collect the clear sounds of
oyster bells. / Photo provided by Wind Music
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Wu went far into the windbreak forest along the coast of Tainan just
because she didn't want to miss the authentic sound of it. / Photo
provided by Wind Music
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Driven by the love for Nature, Wu has published so many alboums which recorded the sounds of Taiwan. / Photo provided by Wind Music

BYIE  AEHERERE  BEREBXANNWIRBZES (Rhacophorus moltrechti) for years but never got to see
B AE—HRES TBRIAE - them until she once spotted one under a leaf through
HESEFR  BRMSLE . BMBRSEZ searching by the sound it made.

To Wu, ears are the guide that introduces her the beauty
of Taiwan. She has built a bridge of music that connects
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BRE - HERABERBRE - MEINGHE - FIR humans with Nature; she hopes that people may know

BRI - CHEEAMPESESR EEEE—KE ¢ more and care more about this land through the power of
EEEK B LRIE » FTRFHZE - ElEEE listening. On the homepage of her blog is written:

Vg =i-0 T A As you walk into the Nature, please close your eyes and

open your ears...... You'll hear much more than you can see.

W~ (RESE] 5 7 I —TEEMTTIRaN 7 . Shiiiil.......Did you hear it? What is it that's singing?
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Wu graduated from the School of Music, Brigham Young University (U.S.A.), and was
a four-time winner of Golden Melody Awards. Her aloum The Forest Show was the first
record of music of Nature in Taiwan. She won the Best Music Producer at the 2001
Golden Melody Awards with My Ocean, another album of the same genre. Currently
she is the Director of International Music Production at Wind Music, and also a music
producer and composer.

RIFEEREHERROENES » REEFRRHETPESTIBENEERE » S LEERAESFHESER (http:/
sky1111.pixnet.net/blog) - BETEEZEALE » B LREZEE AEGER (http:/judywu0617.pixnet.net/blog)

Judy Wu provides the clips in her album for this quarter exclusively, in order to let the readers listen to the real Taiwanese
sounds. Please visit National Park Quarterly’ s blog: http://sky1111.pixnet.net/blog and enjoy. To listen to more natural
sounds, please go to Judy Wu’ s blog: http://judywu0617.pixnet.net/blog.
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