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The idea of ecotourism is catching on these days and I'd
love to take part in this meaningful activity. What types of
ecotourism do you think | could try first?

You may start with some general leisure activities. For example,
you could try bird-watching. Birds are a very useful tool for
environmental education and awareness on environmental
issues. All you need to have is just some basic equipment such
as binoculars to enjoy the fun of birding.
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Yeah, | heard that a lot of people fell in love with birds as
they see the birds’ colorful feathers through binoculars.
These people in turn show their care for birds and start to
push for conservation of bird habitats. By the way, what
are the special birds that | can find in Taiwan?

Taiwan is also known for its rich variety of bird species. In fact,
there are numerous migratory birds and up to 17 endemic
species of birds on this small island. These include Swinhoe's
Pheasant (Lophura swinhoif) , Mikado Pheasant (Syrmaticus
mikado) , Formosan Bulbul (Pycnonotus taivanus) and White-
throated Hill Partridge (Arborophila crudigularis). They are
Taiwan's national treasure that you can't find elsewhere.
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This sounds tempting! So what is the best season and
place for birding?

Generally speaking, in summer you can see the resident birds in
Taiwan as well as the summer visitors, and in the rest of the year
there are winter visitors for you to watch. As for the location, you
don't necessarily need to go to a particular spot, as birds are
everywhere in the cities, in the mountains and by the sea.
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It sounds like Taiwan really has an advantage when it
comes to birding. Shall we go birding together next time?
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