EBl==t=d A i

An Interview with Insect Photographer Hong-ming Shi
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Tails and eye-shape stripes on Deudorix epijjarbas menesicles's hindwing would form a fake
head which is used to mislead birds into attacking it instead of the real head, and give the

butterfly a chance to flee.
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[t had never occurred to Hong-ming Shi

that a total of sixteen years volunteering in Yangmingshan
National Park (YMSNP) Headquarters and Shei-Pa National
Park (SPNP) Headquarters

would have such an impact on his life.

It is like the eclosion of a bug;
after breaking out of the pupa,
it is reborn with whole-new vitality......

Defying Hardship to Seek Breakthroughs

Before joining the national parks, Shi's social circle had
not been as worth mentioning as his hobbies. Though
dabbling in many fields (mountaineering, photography,
astronomy, etc.) and even working as a mountain guide, he
was not a good mixer.

“I used to be really shut-in,” laughed Shi. And he knew
he could not go on like this, so he joined the Society
of Natural Photography to make friends with the same
passion. Then when learning from the radio that YMSNP
Headquarters was recruiting volunteers, he decided without
a second thought to give it a try.

Yet it turned out to be a far more difficult process than
he had expected. First an autobiography was required
for all applicants, so Shi had a friend write it for him. After
successfully obtaining the job, more difficulties awaited
him. Reticent as he was, Shi had a hard time throughout
the interpreter training. When it was his turn to go up for a
mock guidance, Shi could not utter a single word. “A senior
volunteer down there was kind enough for not heckling me;
instead, he let me pass by simply reading out an article.
Without his kindness, | could not have been where | am
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The back of Orange Oakleaf (Kallima inachus)'s wings look like a raptor's
face, so when it wave the wings the enemies would be scared away.
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Shi determined to overcome this very weakness of his
after that exam. He started by murmuring to himself the
interpretation of the flora, insects and landscapes while
walking along the park trails; he also attended other guided
walks. Errors are inevitable in the beginning, yet practice
made perfect. With the accumulation of experience,
Shi became more skilled and confident. Then during his
second year in YMSNP Headquarters, he joined SPNP
Headquarters, also as a volunteer, and shared with
visitors the ideas of environmental conservation as well as
mountain climbing safety.
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Without any background of professional training, Shi was self-taught in his photography skills
by learning from mistakes. With a hasty temperament, he never waits deliberately for his target
of shooting to appear, yet he often has surprise encounters during his field trips. “While many
behaviors of insects are still unknown to me, this lack of knowledge always brings me surprises
as long as | pay close attention to observe them,” said Shi.
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A spider stands alone on a beautiful flower, constituting a colorful picture.
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The eclosion of a long-horned grasshopper is a common scene in summer
nights. During the process, the tettigoniid would hang upside down on the
branch and let its body follow the pull of gravity and slide slowly out of its
old case, turning itself into a “grown-up.”
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His own way worked. Unceasing practice made Shi more
and more proficient. “Actually | photograph everything,
but | am especially good at shooting insects.” Through
the help of his friends, he then began to go into schools to
teach elementary students about insects, with the aid of the
pictures he took. Now Shi believes one reaps as long as he
sows, even if he has no experience or starts late.

What matters most in insect photography is not to find
a shooting target, but to treat the insects with love and as
friends. Shi would always “invite” them to be his models by
turning his palms upwards before photographing. To Shi's
amazement, it seems that those insect always perceive his
friendliness and are willing to cooperate for his shooting.

There was one time when Shi called to a mantis silently
to move closer to him, and to his great surprise, it did move
toward his camera lens. The rapport between Shi and
insects is far stronger than this. Shi claims that he can have
a cicada come down from the tree. “Not many people can
do this, and it's not really teachable!” he joked.
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Orange Oakleaf (Kallima inachus) is the master of
using the colors and patterns of its body. When
it perches on the branch, it can turn itself into a
withered leaf; this is how it got its name “Oakleaf” .
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Gorgeous patterns on Erasmia pulchella hobsoni
are delightful images to people, but to their

enemies, those patterns mean “poisonous” and
“distasteful.”
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Besides insects, Hong-ming Shi also pays attention
to the wonderful views in Nature. This picture shows
the unusual sight of “a moon in the sun” .
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Photographic \

Respect Nature, Safety First

Sharing a good understanding with insects, Shi detests
those who violate the ethics of insect photography. “In
order to make insects stay still, some photographers
employ such radical methods as gluing and refrigeration.”
Sadly, the resulting images usually succeed in appealing to
the audience, something Shi feels truly sorry and worried
about.

To avoid disturbing the routine of most insects, Shi
generally conducts his observation and shooting at night,
and safety is a priority of concern during this nighttime
activity. Even a veteran like Shi takes extra caution before
approaching an insect. “One time | almost stepped on a
Turtle-designed Snake (Trimeresurus mucrosquamatus)
recalled Shi. For beginners, Shi suggests starting from
less mobile insects such as caterpillars and stick insects.
Yet, needless to say, it demands continuous practice and
correction of techniques to produce good pictures.
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Oreocnide pedunculata's branch is the place where a Cosmoscarta uchidae
Matsumura perches on (right), if you push the bubble aside, you'll be able to see its

lovely figure (left).
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About three years ago YMSNP Headquarters published
a remarkable insect guide /nsects in the Nature, in which
all the pictures and text came from Shi. To him, this book
marks a significant milestone in his careers both as a
volunteer and as insect photographer.
being a volunteer became a turning point of my life.”

Now Shi is no longer the shy, reticent man he had been;
his lively classes with self-made slides and animations are
enjoyed by all ages. Talking about plans, in addition to his
work as a volunteer guide, Shi hopes to offer a series of
courses to share the colorful world of insects with more
people.

Just as a butterfly coming out from its pupa, Shi flutters
his now strong wings, soaring high in the sky, and goes on
with his insect-watching journey.

“It turned out that



IFEERART RS - ERIDEESRFRNRKE - HIRRR
WM > REAEZBAIFEI -

A praying mantis is a predatory insect, and its preying skills are
outstanding. An insect is unlikely to escape from a mantis' forelegs
once captured.
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The picture of a lizard's prey, captured precisely by Hong-ming Shi, is the
best material of interpretation.
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