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T

ife forms, conservation, landscape and cultures have

been integral to the research and concern in the
sustainable development and land protection of Taiwan's
national parks. Taiwan has eight national parks so far, and
already has enough experience in ecological conservation,
but how to popularize the idea of environmental education
among the masses? A group of people in national parks, not
only pass on the knowledge, but also take part personally in
approaching land, their spirit is admired.

They may not have the background of biological research
or environmental conservation, but they sure possess
abundant knowledge of ecology. They may not have been
trained for telling speeches, but they sure tell fascinating
stories about Nature. They may not be dressed up, but the
dirt and sweat all over them impress everyone even more.

They are the volunteers in the national parks.

The coexistence between humans and the land lies in a
balance in space for mutual survival. The land and natural
environment must not be exploited recklessly by humans,
and therefore need to be protected by different hard and soft
powers.

While laws and regulations serve as a stern father who
forbids the children from harming the environment with strict
orders, national parks act like a gentle mother that guides
and encourages the children to protect the Nature with
presentations and mild actions.

This “gentle mother” has cultivated numerous
conservationists, experts, scholars, and volunteers that commit
themselves to the communication between humans and
the land through different sorts of powers and in respective
positions. Among these people, volunteers' job might be
uncomplicated, but the effort they paid cannot be ignored.

An Honor as a Volunteer

“The job of a volunteer is not just to proudly present the
achievements of national parks,” said Asst. Prof. W. Jasmine
Chen of the Dept. of Tourism and Hospitality Management,
Tamkang University. “but, more importantly, if we use the U.S.
system as an example, to encourage the participation and
concern by the general public in the conservation works at
national parks through multi-faceted programs and measures.”

Volunteers in the U.S. national parks are given such a
high value and a clear status because they help people
learn, analyze and debate about the necessity and the value
of volunteers through role-playing (as a constructor, an
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Ranger has become one of the American children's top ten dream jobs, indicating that the next generation has paid
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environmental scholar, a sheriff, or a resident). For example,
Chen said, Shenandoah National Park had once designed
a curriculum on how the acid rain affects the ecology of
national parks in the U.S., requiring the students to collect the
water samples of the rivers and examine their pH values, an
arrangement that worked much better than lectures and briefing
meetings.

“When surveyed about their future aspirations, kids in the U.S.
differ a lot from those in Taiwan as ‘a ranger' is listed among
their top 10 dream jobs,” said Chen, “It indicates that being a
conservation worker has been regarded as a true honor among
the Americans.”
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Let's start in and care and cherish Nature
from now on. / by Hong-ming Shi

All the Little Work Pays off

Compared to those one-hundred-year-old national parks
abroad, Taiwan's national parks are indeed in their youth and,
even though continuing to perfect themselves, still leave a
lot to be desired in planning and adjustments. Chen once
admittedly talked about her personal experience as a volunteer
in Kenting National Park (KTNP): “If the interpretation given by
the volunteers in the U.S. national parks is like a luxurious buffet
with a wide variety of dishes, then mine at the time would be
nothing more than simple oatmeal.”

In its early days when KTNP hadn't had a formal system
of volunteers in place, the park only recruited some volunteer
interpreters. “We at first just hoped to provide visitors with
more in-depth guided tours, and most of our interpreters were
college students,” said Chen. Later, with the prevalence in
the concept of activity-based environmental education, and
the increasing need for professional knowledge about Nature,
people with teaching backgrounds started to join the ranks.
And Yushan National Park Headquarters was the first to
formally use the term “volunteer interpreter.”

“Those college-student interpreters, however, have by no
means been less influential. As they later worked in different
industries and positions, they still carried out the mission
of environmental protection by applying their previous
experiences as volunteers,” explained Chen, “and each step
in the initial stage and along the way of the development of
Taiwan's national parks was painstaking but rewarding at the
same time.”

Just as proven by the above remarks, Chen herself, returning
from a study tour at the U.S. National Park Service, has
transformed from a novice who could only offer dull oatmeal
into a veteran that has absorbed valuable experience abroad
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Volunteers would be a
proper medium to let the
young become interested in
environmental and ecological
' conservation issues. /Photo
i provided by Hong-ming Shi

BoE » HREFEE—FMER and strived to contribute to a stronger volunteer system for
THBER > BRARNBGOETIBIEEEH Taiwan's national parks.
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R ERES » S TASMEEEER » SFER spared no effort in promoting and fulfilling environmental

protection, which involves everything from setting up

BATREL — - SRETHRE - 8 BRLAMY exhibition halls, activities, to in-school interpretations and
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achievement, a volunteer should also examine him/herself
from the perspectives of rational, emotional and ultimate
care, and base him/herself on environmental education and a
sincere care for the land.
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Currently an Assistant Professor of Department of Tourism and Hospitality Management
of Tamkang University and the Director of the Society of Conservation and Research
of Formosan Black Bears, W. Jasmine Chen is a former member of Foreign Affairs
of Yushan National Park Headquarter and Maintenance and Management of Public
Security of National Parks Division of CPAMI.
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