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In the movie “The Lord of the Rings” | saw some ancient
and deep forests. | am so attracted to them that | can’t help
but wonder if such beautiful places really exist in reality.

That’s for sure. In fact, the cloudy and misty forests you see in
the movies are known as “cloud forests” In mid altitude moun-
tainous regions in Taiwan, the small drops of rain don't fall but
form clouds, so these forests are almost permanently shrouded
in mist and clouds.

Sounds like a very special place. So what kind of flora and
fauna do | expect to seein the cloud forests?

Cloud forests are arguably the treasure house of Taiwan. Differ-
ence species grow in abundance there: from the “national trea-
sure” of Taiwan Red Cypress, Taiwan Cypress, to the moss and
lichen that scatter all over the landscape. In addition, the area
was relatively less damaged compared to low-altitude forests,
so a lot more animals reside here, including some native large
mammals and birds, as well as some rodents and shrews.

I think the place is definitely worth a visit. By the way, what
national parks in Taiwan have these special cloud forests?

The cloud forests in Taiwan are special in their own ways. For
example, Guanwu, Shei-pa National Park is shrouded in mist
and clouds all year-round, making it one of the best places to
observe the holy ridgeline and the misty clouds; at Shihshan
area of Yushan National Park, you can observe Alishan, the
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