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y‘fe, neither does she fear for
doubts raised over her works. She, however,
is concerned that her work fails to convey a
sense of life, and that her life ceases to shine.

She is more than a photographer and an artist,
but a Zen master that values spiritual uplift.
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hose who have seen Ann’s photographs would agree that her works are

easily recognizable---pure, refined and unworldly. If you look more closely, you
would even find the beautiful scenery of lake, mountains and stones she captures
poetic and romantic.

For years, Ann’s works have appeared on the promotional materials of national
parks, and she has also published a few photo collections. The subjects of
her works range from magnificent mountains, exquisite water waves to falling
leaves, but a consistent fine and poetic style is always a common element. In The
Wonderful Conversation Between Water and Stone, her poetry and photography
collection co-published with Taroko National Park Headquarters, Ann wrote: “I'm
continually pondering, other than the external representation of life, what is the
true substance of it?” She not only capture the outer beauty of water and stones,
but attempts to interpret their inner quality and essence, making them more
spiritually oriented instead of boringly mundane.

Some fellow photographers describe Ann as an “unparalleled pictorialist,” yet
she stressed that photography and painting are two different forms of artistic
expression and that she has never attempted to perform painting through
cameras because “each form of art is unique in its own right.” Though she loves
painting and wanted to become a painter as a child, now she devotes herself to
expressing her views and feelings purely by photography.
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Under Ann's lens, magnificent Holy Ridge Trail looks refreshing.
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She recalled that as she turned less passionate about
painting, she became keener on making her ideas known and
heard through some other forms of art, instead of keeping them
only to herself. One day, she went to a photo exhibition and was
deeply moved. From then on, she decided to make her inner
world known through cameras.

She then bought a camera, but didn’t really take learning
photography seriously. Luckily, she met someone, who turned
out not just a photography instructor to her, but a father-like
close friend. He made Ann go outdoors, where he introduced
her to photography. Gradually Ann got the hang of it and grew
fonder of Nature. She started out as a clumsy mountain-climber
and an amateur photographer, and transformed into someone
who is able to drive into the mountains all alone just to take good
photos!

Be True to Herself and Empty Herself

“| always go for the extremes. I'd either give things up
completely or give them every bit of my efforts.”

As she became more prominent, many people would ask her
questions about “creating a style of one’s own,” something Ann
never believes there is any deliberate need for. “Since everyone
is different, staying true to yourself is definitely the most effective
way of showing who you are as an artist,” noted Ann. And she
brings that very belief into her works: she follows her heart,




SRmBYZKE - BERBEEASCENEEESN - BMERNEAT B 4o

Ann narmed this photo “Ease” as ripples on the surface of the water represent vitality with ease.
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The power and grandeur of Mt. Nanhu is fully expressed in Ann's photo.
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Ann named this picture "Life"as she saw tenacity and courage of life from the dry sticks in the pond.




BAXE - kEZECHD > BORZBAIRAA
1t > BE@ERFR MR BB HIRIFIR

T REAZFBZEMAVE  MEAKXBARNAZA
FIZEERAD - ) RIEPIEMRZE] IRIZIE B
. BRER > FARLERNSTFET  FIULERBA
& EHBR 0 MATRIFAE ABIREHE 1
Bz MTEHMEK ZFE - RAALEBERE
My BE—EE(FRNAR -

TAERTAE  EERMZESIEEE(ET TE
Rl MEBRHBHWA—EFTRRRBEIE L
RERERT B - FEECET - M2 WERA
LA RERNK B A B FRRUAE - HERFRITERDIEIK o

BLEERE REREIN

FA—URREZFNBER > HORGBRHEPE
fix > BMERB—ROKIEERRR « —RiE%EKEE
HET - HEERZIRARIEEM - WEREZEFM
MRLIE « EECE  MEEME TR - —RREY
BOEAi S EM IR A o

T ABEUERRA  PRERBECHNEZEE
HIERREAVREE - TKEEAAERL  KEMEFRVES -
ER ABRBAZTER - AMBREHPME - A
HELMMEE —HE -

internalizes the feelings and expresses them through her
camera.

“Nature is the source of inspiration for all forms of art.
To become one with Nature, you need to put your mind
at peace.” As Ann has internalized all the things she
learned and felt, she knows it's more important to seize
the opportunity instead of fighting for it. This is because in
addition to other living forms, the law of nature also applies
to humans.

"People should learn to adapt to changes to be more
flexible. Besides, there are no set rules for photo shooting,"
said Ann. She also noted that whenever she goes out for
the photoshoot, she would try to empty herself, so that she
could feel more connected to Nature and more inspired for
her work.

Elements of Art: Here and There

Photographers who "play by the rules" are a far cry
from Ann, who treats banal objects such as dry sticks in
a pond or even a fallen leaf in the ditch as the subjects for
her creation. Focused and passionate, she always creates
works that impress and touch the audience.

"People like something because they feel they are more
or less connected to it." The same is true for the subjects
of photos: unremarkable as ponds, dry sticks, ditches and
leaves may be to most people, to Ann, they are all precious
little things through which she uses to tell different stories.

var. 2011 (%08 B§9




*%%Zgﬂj%%g ‘ POTOGRAPHIC VIEWPOINT

' TR% G EROABTRAEBASMEOEMNE
Bh o 1 RHAREOKIEERAERE 2L s £ ROARENEL B
R BMRZ B  AKBENEFERIXERARN
B - BRI - ghER - TN BE - thIRIEER
=# > FMEEEREM - E28ef - FECHTEMEE

EfE o

IFEB%R FEiEiER

AEEHET -~ NEEFHE - RiEPE—RELC -
BTEE T FHEVEAMRZHEAMR - BiEE
FEIERIBRIEE | | RHAREER - BNHthE—uiE
1B - TE4bay B BB TR R 2IFERYAETS - MATEEERYE
& MEEFEPRE—  EREEZEEREE - L
1818 ~ iR « BENROHANBEBH T  EREFR -
IEZH#E - RIEPEE T mEAIES - SHEMIERIRY
BARRMAANX - KEER G FRERERE

FIRZHPREEE R - HRRSESEWLB IR - it
R4l - 5K T RIK ? BB THGE c FERRAE o 4 —t])
KEBR  —tIREBR  BORKHH  LEEEE
£ RET  ARMEBCHE - MBNETHIER -
LHPTERZF - FUKEESE SR « AT ~ AT
% BRI EMN  FEEIHENCE -

JR2KE - L REIBIEZ FrLLEBAMI - R RAMATE
BB - TEBRRAED - TRIMEAIH RN
B 28 NERSOFEE > RIEPHAE - HE
AVERES - AMERENE - @

g

Shih-chung Ann
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"People with different life experiences also perceive
things from different perspectives.” From the dry sticks
in the pond, Ann sees tenacity and courage; from the
leaves in the ditch, she sees the trace of time and
associates it with suffering. She said that in her life, she
has not been through much pain, so she could observe,
like, and link herself to such feelings.

Treasure Every Moment but Let It Be

Ann perceives things with equal respect, regardless of
their physical characteristics. "Everything in the universe
is of the same blood," said Ann. From the way she
interprets life, she is both a photographer and a Zen
master. She tries to find unity in inconsistency, and leads
a positive but simple life, earnest and contented. These
few years she also chanced to try her hand in script-
writing and directing, merging her Zen philosophy further
into the world of imaging.

When asked about her expectations and goals for
herself in the future, Ann answered smilingly, "l don't
know. I'll just see how things go then." That is Ann,
always letting Nature take its course naturally, always
focusing on the road ahead and always seeking to
communicate with the audience, through photography,
what she sees, thinks and feels.

It is from her pure and simple heart that the
unworldliness in Ann's works comes, and it is the
Zen-like mindset that keeps her true to her life and

photography. @
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Ann started photography creation in 1982, And has won Photography Arts Award of
Chinese Writers' & Artists' Association in 1985 and the recognition of The Royal Photographic
Society. Ann's individual exhibition of Water and Stone and Unrestricted was held in Taipei
Fine Arts Museum in 1980 and 1996. Ann's photographic collection includes Wonderful
Conversation Between Water and Stone, Streams of One's mind and Oceans of whirling,
Beautiful Formosa, etc. Currently Ann is not only a photographer, but also a program director.
She founded her own production incorporation recently.
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