52
e
LBSS

et

C
2 @wﬂ“
WS E 2
oy Hm%unlv 35
f O
o mK\.

5‘oh
o
Parl

ATy ‘ty:.

[0 A -
X B5a0n A
SOTAE s =
. .me »M& %hﬁ,.\.ﬁm R
im...f 2 E& m.;.ww.. o
e AT il RO WL
- & Dm..% m;mi
g P St
R T R
B masd

e

a1ed

=
-C

o 4
h )
Eia Asst:'g;

T8 HENEELHR Asst.Prof. Yu

RABBHEMG R ERBIRHIF

eqy.

FEHIEX Interview & Text/ FB5ELE Wa'n—ching‘l_'éi‘-_z'i%‘fg Hsi

leg

B

Prof. Kuoh-cheng Yang of

kB8 Yonglan Huang
41 Special thanks'to 7 B S BREE A

RAGETAHIR

Eulogy and E

= i ihlg .
o T o bk

o = St

)] e I G 4

x m____nm_._wa.muﬁm

: S8E 5

6} M=k =

@) MEE S K

2

T |

2

Bf
0






ijﬁé&% | COVER STORY

IE%EL%K%E’JEEEE - BB AIRTEABHIE
#XZ%’%ME&E%E{E ’ m—amm*m%
ERIGERRIIZERRY)  REZRRS
RBEXIZNE T8k J%?tﬁ%‘“ BEEEER -
B fENZEIM  B—RRIZITHF
HEXR - BERNAM AR GBI - HiET
"ﬁ?ﬁ’ai@é’*@@i@ﬂ@é%k& » At A A M
AEFERIBRREMED T RARENRE - W
IKEZARIHER - FZRAY " :I:E}m 10 SR T
L RIgSE -

KD** 1
1§E1959£ﬁr/\t7 % 1960 F " \—2k
DY E1963EE’J%KITE J‘L’%HE%&E’\JUJM
SRy RERMEEm T BWARBELS 0 AM
TF;WL‘ SEBE R ILUMATERNBERE - 2
FREBERMBMRRS » THRIETHREN
AR o

s discussed in the previous article, people in Taiwan have

long been aware of the significance of forests at mid-altitude,
and have regarded them as a precious gift by God. A major
difference, though, is that now people know the importance of
forest conservation, while in the past, they only cared about the
economic value of forests.

Forests in Taiwan once had a miserable time. Giant trees were
chopped down and exported overseas in large scale. Such heavy
logging, though key to Taiwan’s economic income at that time,
finally led to mudslides, causing irreparable damages.

Stop It!

Soon there was a huge price to pay: the floods in 1959
and 1960, along with Typhoon Gloria in 1963 brought huge
devastation to Taiwan. Forests without much vegetation became
mudslides that came pouring down and led to uncountable
causalities and trauma. Since then, people started to reflect upon
the adverse effects of over-exploitation. Government outlawed
the logging of natural forests after many years, thus putting an
end to massive logging.

[RIGMAVE RESZRRIRTE » SUIRBEAERRIERE B FLLERFR] / Peter &
Once the ecology in natural forests was destroyed, it might take more than a hundred years to recover
forests’ original state by the "all natural'approach / by Peter
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Logging is, however, not the only disgrace in Taiwan's
history of forest development. There were also instances
where the Veterans Affairs Commission directed large-
scale constructions on the mountains to offer assistance to
veterans to grow high mountain tea and vegetables of higher
economic value. The favorable conditions on the mountains
did give rise to the world-renowned high mountain tea, fruits
and vegetables later on.

In fact, people have taken different perspectives on either
logging or forest development. Fortunately, the establishment
of national parks means that forests in the designated park
area could finally receive adequate protection. In addition,
plowlands, farmlands and sloping lands that are prone to
collapse have also been reclaimed.

To Intervene or Not to Intervene?

“Take TNP, the low-altitude areas there are less exploited
thanks to the natural barrier of the gorges. By contrast,
mid-altitude areas like Xibao are not that lucky and have
been suffering from the consequences of over-cultivation,"
said Y. Hsu. "TNP has been reclaiming farmlands around
Lianhua Pond, Meiyuan and Zhucun, where the veterans
who built the Central Cross-Island H’way used to live. Land
expropriation there was completed in 2006, and now TNP
Headquarters plans to designate Lianhua Pond as a place for
ecotourism as well as environmental education and research.

As there are many abandoned houses and tall silver grass
around Lianhua Pond, TNP once attempted to replace the
silver grass with other plants but to no avail. "Actually it's
not too bad leaving the pond as it is. We've surprisingly
found some Paradoxornis webbianus staying there as their
habitat."

For the restoration program aimed at reclaimed plowlands,
man-made forests or collapsed land due to deforestation,
there is no set rule to follow. "Rather, actions should be taken
to suit the specific conditions of each place," said Chiu.
After all, the government and the people have entrusted
national parks with duties of conservation and environmental
education instead of developing valuable timber. This may be
perceived as both an advantage and a great responsibility in
SO many respects.

"So far, most natural parks are more inclined to manage
forests from the point of conservation and protection, but
a comprehensive resource census is essential to see the
functions and operations of the entire ecosystem within the
parks."

Chiu cited the Japanese Cedar plantation in national
parks, which, from the standpoint of commercial forest, is no
longer cultivated. Therefore, alternatives to the management
of these forests should be contemplated.
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Also worth considering is the application of the
knowledge and technique from the field of restoration
ecology to remedy some parts of the weakened
ecosystem. “Riversides along the habitat for Formosan
Landlocked Salmon in Wuling area, for instance, have been
over cultivated. Therefore, if the vegetation there could be
recovered, it could be a boost to the conservation of the
endangered salmon. Otherwise, it could take up to 200
years for the forests to naturally recover. It seems that a
restoration program initiated by humans are necessary,
starting from the research on the remaining vegetation, the
collection of seeds and the planting of the native trees back
to the reclaimed plowlands. Continue the cultivation for a
year or two, then leave the trees to their own devices, and
allow them to form forests of their own and even compete
for survival.”

There have been many similar cases of forest restoration
elsewhere. And this type of restoration can save up to
2/3 or even 3/4 of the total restoration time required by
the "all natural" approach. In such cases, a human-aided

Sorrows of mountains are not only the logging, but also large-scale agricultural development. /by Po-lin Chi
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restoration may be justified. "Still, caution must be taken
and a scientific basis should be in place. On top of that,
we need like-minded people to carry out the tasks," Chiu
suggested.

Rule of Thumb: Conservation

"Sometimes people just want more than they really
need." So noted Prof. Kuoh-cheng Yang of Dept. of
Ecology, Providence Univ. "In Taiwan, we always provide
band aid solutions to problems and lack a coordinating
unit that offers a well-balanced development plan. The
fact is that we've been placing too much focus on the
metropolitan area."

Yang, who has long been devoted to the conservation of
Taiwan'’s forests, said if the problematic mindset remains,
remedies will always come too late. "The interpretation
education offered by our national parks serves as a bridge
between the cities and the Nature. But we should not rely
solely on that bridge; rather, we should learn to incorporate
the idea of forest protection in our everyday life. Otherwise,
human destruction to the forests will always outpace the
development of forest conservation.
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The over-exploitation of forests and cloud forests may be a thing of the past, but
the lesson must be learned and improvement must be made. That is exactly where
national parks come in and fulffill their functions.

K. Hsu also approves of the work of Taiwan’s national parks, which have more
or less protected the forests under their respective jurisdiction. Nonetheless,
conservation should never end up as the responsibility by the authorities. Rather,
it can be successful only when support from the academia as well as the general
public is in place.

The year of 2011 is designated as “International Year of Forests” by United
Nations. According to United Nations, rate of global deforestation and forest
degeneration is slowing down. Also, by promoting sustainable management of
forestry policies, United Nations hopes that the speed of disappearance of natural
habitats can be slowed.

To protect forests is a common goal around the world, and Taiwan will not draw
back. On a happier note, there has been a clear direction for forest conservation in
Taiwan. What we should do next is to keep the faith in the good cause and strive to
protect the forests that were once so mournfully hurt.
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Over-exploitationon mountains had damaged the ecology, so National Parks have
reclaimed plowlands and employed restoration program as planned. / Photo provided by
SPNP Headquarters,taken by Yen-ling Chang
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National Parks' restoration program should be taken to suit the specific conditions of each
place, such as collecting local seeds and cultivate them. / by Wan-Ching Lai

)'.?J

: $~iﬂ.ﬂ.ﬂ%ﬁ§ﬂ.+1-ﬁ-+-‘-ﬂﬁi§ir&

P AR AP ERAKT ALY |

WA AR FHATRETHS -

ft+ERAR o EGRARRTELS
WR LI EERLY

BEsEFIA
] ’4:@??“ A







