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Ninjas Dressed with Feathers

& iR/ BIEBBRRBEYRBEIRITEER ERABIIRHIR
Photo & Text/ Asst. Prof. Yuh-wen Chiu of the Faculty of Biomedical Science and Environmental Biology,
Kaohsiung Medical Univ.

ERDNEBENRSPNDE - FF—RHEEILRNDEEE —#UE - HhURREIZEATENRE - BE
PR RTEEANE - FKPHRREZEMHEIERMEIR - MERDEIRH @ RENSEA BT » ARMHRE
AREIY) - AVIERRAVEEEI T RY) - BE—ETEREENERIRIED - SREFTEE T MErRREEE
REXAX  tfIEERFEREEERAR » 8L " B2t 58 20F » ERELERRPEEHEERN
BE - HFERRBNMERR -

RPN RIERAIZEE —EEHENIRE - MEiEREAIIGE L - EERIBKEEAVKISEEREHET
BEREMCUZANIIG - ERAUZIMRGE T L —HEK @ 8Kk EER HIREZ - KHERIREM
I2ATHEEA - BRi2HFER AAER SHEENCRIFFA ML EREERACIR - ERISHIRSEATRR D IRERE
TFRA ~ TRIFERRIE o

Under the sand at the bottom of the lagoon in Dongsha Island live a group of agile Ninjas —— the Nassariidaes — led by
Nassarius albescens as the most representative among all, which detect the smell of their food and creep out from under the
sand and draw near their prey in haste. They eat by sticking out their long siphonal notch and scraping the food off with their
redula at the tip of their notch. In a healthy ecosystem, the Nassariidaes will not leave the corpses of any animals unattended
for too long, but mobilize to clean up these “tasty delicacies” in no time, keeping a balanced cycle of ecosystem by playing the
role of scavengers.

Another intriguing sight of Nassarius albescens is their feather-like coating, formed by the parabiosis of hydrozoans
(Genus Cytaeis), on the surface of their shells. Some hydrozoans would give off a green fluorescent glimmer while performing
photosynthesis on the snails. Such activities are only reported in Kagoshima in Japan (Cytaeis sp.) and northern Sulawesi in
Indonesia (Cytaeis capitata) around the world, a solid proof of the pristine and unpolluted environment of Dongsha Atoll.
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