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Gossamer-winged Butterfly on the Fingertips
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Currently engaged in ecological education for children and eco-photography, Chien-lung Li is an interpreter and instructor of the Society of
Wilderness, Hsinchu Charter, as well as an ecological guide/teacher in several schools in Hsinchu County. His works have been published in
magazines such as Taiwan Mountain Magazine, The Earth, New ldea, etc. His blog The Dinosaur’ s Black Box (http://www.wretch.cc/blog/bugima)
won the first prize in the category of the Best Educational Application in the 2008 (Chinese) Blog Award.
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It's late spring. | took my students to the outdoors for hiking for one last time this semester.

As it's hard for little school kids to just listen to instructions but not touch anything, and it's hard for me to get such
a precious moment for some life education, | swabbed some sweat on my nose with my index finger and lured some
Gossamer-winged Butterflies (family Lycaenidae) to it.

“Look! Besides our urine, our sweat could attract butterflies, too!” Watching these grey little things on their fingers, the
usually restless kids simply quieted down for fear that the butterflies would be scared away.

| also had the kids play a cool game: making the butterfly move from one's finger to another's. From the cautiousness
shown by each kid, | knew this nature observation trip was successful, and truly hoped that this interaction with the
butterflies would imprint on their memory forever.

sep2o11 (@B 081



