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Feeding the fledglings in the rain
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Graduating from Department of Chinese Literature, Chinese Culture University, Chang is currently an interpreter of Wuling Visitor Center, Shei-Pa
National Park. Her interests in life include bird photography, travel and mountain climbing. She had her own photo exhibitions: Wild Tenderness — the
Mandarin Duck in Shei-pa National Park Headquarters, and Mandarin Ducks across the Straits in Hangzhou, China.
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Among the world's seven species of fish owls, the Tawny Fish Owl is the only one that inhabits in Taiwan. Measuring about
61 cm in length, the Owl is also the largest owl on the island. In addition to Taiwan, a small number of them are also present
in central and southern China and the rest of Asia. According to the book "Protected Species of Taiwan Area," the Owls
are distributed throughout the low-lying areas close to the waters. At present the estimated population of the species on
the island stands at less than 100. Human activities such as economic development, poaching and pollution are all factors
behind the species' inclusion as category Il of the protected species.

In 2009, Professor Yuan-hsun Sun of NPUST and his research assistant banded a female tawny fish owl and tracked it by
radio signals. Later in April 2010, the bird's behavior of nurturing the fledglings was also successfully recorded.

In order to record the process, the researchers had to squatted in wild woods keeping an eye on the owl all day long.
What™ s similarly impressive was the love and perseverance the owl had shown in nurturing her young as she braved all
that pouring rain and scorching sun only to bring food to feed the fledglings. And all these precious moments had been well

recorded by the researchers.
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