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A juxtaposition of what it looked like before (left) and after (right) the second phase of the greening project in Kaohsiung Metropolitan Park./ Provided by
Kaohsiung Metropolitan Park

lustered factories, fast-paced lifestyles and the people

bustling about seem to have driven everyone over
the edge. As finite space become overexploited and green
farmland replaced by modern architecture, the distance
between man and Nature has also widened.

Because of this, people now flock to scenic areas as
well as metropolitan parks on holidays for a brief getaway.
This shows the importance of parks and greeneries to city-
dwellers as well as people's desperate craving for leisure
and recreation.

Kaohsiung Metropolitan Park: A Landfill-
turned City Wonderland

Taking a stroll down the Kaohsiung Metropolitan Park
is like roaming in a primitive forest, where bustling traffic,
swarming crowds and dull artificial facilities are nowhere to
be seen. What comes into sight are buzzing bugs, chirping
birds and laughing kids. Each spring, the Golden Trumpet
Trees (Tabebuia chrysantha) take center stage, refreshing
visitors after their long week of drudgery.

No wonder people find it hard to believe that this place
was once a landfill.

Celebrating its 15th anniversary, Kaohsiung Metropolitan
Park is the first and also the largest of its kind in Taiwan.
Formerly known as the Hsichingpu Landfill, the park used
to bury 9 million tons of waste for almost 20 years. The
constantly steaming stench often led to protests by the
local residents. In June 1999, under the stewardship of the
Kaohsiung Environmental Protection Bureau, technology
was applied to transform methane into energy. Thus the
dreadful mountain of garbage suddenly became tone of the
electric power sources to the entire city.
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The Golden Cock Sundial is a major landmark of the
park. Created by artist Chu Ko, this artwork featuring a
cock with craning neck looking up to the sky is designed
based on the principle of a sundial and is symbolic of a
forward-looking attitude and a prosperous future.

The park is diverse and multifaceted both in terms
of its environmental resources and the sceneries.
The sumptuous greeneries enhance the quality of
the environment and build an image of a forest park.
Meanwhile, the wide variety of flora and fauna, the park

facilities and the resource-rich habitats have also attracted
all kinds of insects and birds to feed and breed here.
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The park's lush footpath makes it a perfect
place for a “forest bath.” Since the park
opened in 1996, plants have been cultivated
in an eco-friendly manner and grown into
a multi-layered forest so as to maintain the
structure of a forest and provide more growing
space for the plants. A variety of habitats
including forests, bushes, meadows, ponds,
wastelands are designated. An area for the
collection of dried twigs and leaves are also
in place so as to maintain a complete layer of
leaves and the organic cycle.

In May 2011, Crested Goshawk (Accipiter
trivirgatus), a protected species was found
nesting in the park. The park headquarters
noted that the hawk had been found building

1. BIEMEAESZEINETE / SHERE A AREMH
The well-shaded verdant footpath in Kaohsiung
Metropolitan Park./ Provided by Kaohsiung Metropolitan
Park

2. 2HHEREEFNEFEMEL—/ S#RE AR
bt
The Golden Cock Sundial is one of the major landmarks
of the park. /Provided by Kaohsiung Metropolitan Park

3 LEMAERIARKE S / BB ARRM
The methane power plant that turns wastes into
valuables. /Provided by Kaohsiung Metropolitan Park
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nests in the park as early as in 2004, and since the
species is at the top of the food chain, its survival in the
park is a sign of the park's well preserved ecosystem as
well as a stable supply of food.
Taichung Metropolitan Park: Old-time Forts
Under Starry Sky

Situated in the Dadu Tableland, the 88-hectare
Taichung Metropolitan Park is 3 times the size of the Da-
an Forest Park in Taipei. Bihai Travel Notes, a book written
by Yong-he Yu, an official in Qing Dynasty, describes the
area 300 years ago as a total primitive forest so thick that
it covered the mountains in front of it from view. During
the Japanese occupation, a large number of Taiwan
Acacia (Acacia confusa) were cut down to give way to
the more economically viable sugar cane. Seeing the lush
greeneries in the park today, it is rather difficult to imagine
that the very same place was once a vast sugar cane field.

The outermost part of the park includes the Taiwan
Acacia forests and bushes, where lots of wild animals
come to feed and move around. Taiwan Acacia is
the major species on the hills, and the Taiwan Acacia
secondary forests as well as the bushes underneath have
constituted a stable forest ecosystem, providing habitats

The beautiful and comfortable bike lanes in Taichung Metropolitan Park./ Provided by Taichung Metropolitan Park
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for wildlife and cultivating diverse species. The breathtaking
pond view is another attraction of the park. On holidays,
tourists like to flock to the pond to relish the sunset there.
Next to the Physical Fitness Activity area stands an old-
time fort. Though somewhat out of place, it was considered
an important historic relic. The relatively high altitude of
Dadu Tableland translates into its strategic importance.
Since WWII, the Japanese set up numerous forts, which
were continued to be used later by the Chinese nationalist
government to guard the Shuinan and the Ching Chuang
Kang Airport. Though the forts no longer bear military
purposes today, their historic importance prompted the city
government to designate 12 of them as historic buildings
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Metropolitan Park

and cultural assets under protection. Visitors may take a trip
to the park and get a feel of a military atmosphere with the
2 forts and the 4 pillboxes there.

Standing at 310 meter as the highest point, the park
provides a panoramic view towards the eastern and the
western side of the entire city. Interpretation service is also
available at the Star Observing Plaza. The sundial is the
landmark of the park, and the device uses shadow of the
sundial bar projected onto the ground with time scale to
tell the time of a day. Next to the structure interpretations
are provided and the 12 months of the year as well as the
24 solar terms are marked. With such information and the
location of the shadow, the month and the solar terms of a
particular day can be accurately identified.

Besides the starry sky, the night view of the city is also a
must-see. As the day fades and the city lights come out, a
beautiful scene is thus created for the full enjoyment of all
those living in the urban area.

=EhHELEERTSERFENMELZ—/ EhE S ARREHR

The sundial is the one of the landmarks of Taichung Metropolitan Park. /Provided by Taichung Metropolitan Park
2. BEESERAR TS - REEFEILHEEX FEBWES / ShMSARRM

The Star Observing Plaza is the place for viewing the beautiful stars in the sky. /Provided by Taichung Metropolitan Park
BRBEREERIES / SR AERG

The beautiful lake view at Taichung Metropolitan Park always attracts numerous tourists. /Provided by Taichung

5. ERMEAREHEA - HRARMHHEESHRMN / SHBSAE R
Taichung Metropolitan Park covers a wide land area. Visitors can overlook the entire Taichung Basin from the east of
the park. /Provided by Taichung Metropolitan Park
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Tainan Metropolitan Park is developed under the idea of a "museum within the park." /Provided by Tainan Metropolitan Park
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The map of Taichung Metropolitan Park

Tainan Metropolitan Park: A Unique Museum
within the Art Park

Located in Rende District, Tainan Metropolitan Park is close
to attractions such as the century-old Rende Sugar refinery, the
historic site of Bao An Station, and Bao An Temple. As the park
sits on a low-lying area and in close vicinity to the San Yeh Kung
River, the 5-hectare flood detention pond not only makes a place
to see, but also controls flood and conserve water when storms
hit.
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After the completion of the Chi Mei Museum, visitors will be able to enjoy
world-class art collection. /by Bo-xiang Xu
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The lotuses in the flood detention pond at Tainan Metropolitan Park. /by Bo-
xiang Xu

The park can be divided into 6 major areas, which include
2 entrance plazas, a control center, a physical activity area,
a landscape park and the meadow, offering local residents
a place to engage in recreational, social and educational
activities. The park also serves to improve the ecological
function and the living quality of the urban environment.

With the idea of "the museum in the park", the park
fully integrates tradition and innovation in its landscape,
architecture, culture and art design. With some fine touches
on the image, geography and ecology of Tainan, the museum
area combines both local features and sceneries, bringing in
fresh perspectives in Tainan's culture of leisure and recreation.

The NT$ 1-billion-worth museum donated by Chi Mei
Corporation, is expected to be completed in 2012. Mr. Jing-
xian Liao, president of Chi Mei Corporation, noted that a
Fountain Statue of Apollo in front of the French Palace of
Versailles will be placed at the entrance plaza to add to the
grandeur and charm of the museum, allowing people in
Taiwan to enjoy an artistic feast without the need to travel
great distance to France.
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Weiwuying Metropolitan Park: A Military-Style
Art and Ecological Park

Weiwuying was originally a swamp back in 19th century.
It was during the Japanese rule that it was transformed
into a military base. After WWII, the nationalist government
sustained its purpose and set up a military training center
and logistics units there. As a result of the longstanding
military control, towering walls were erected, which has
then helped preserve a unique eco-park in the city.

In 1979, a decision was handed down by the Ministry
of National Defense to cease the use of Weiwuying as a
military base, so the subsequent use of it also sparked
much discussion. Instead of building hi-rises there, local
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residents decided to turn the area into a green land within
the city.

In 1992, environmental groups in Kaohsiung City
and County planned for establishment of Weiwuying
Metropolitan Park. Following years of painstaking efforts,
the construction of the park was finally commenced in
2008. In addition to the concept of ecological conservation,
the 46-hectare park also integrates elements of art and
culture, presenting a different aspect of metropolitan parks
to all its visitors.

Much of the military camp as well as the plants were
retained to showcase life in the old-time military camp.
Three camp houses, shelves, water towers, playgrounds
and exercise facilities were preserved, while elements of

FEAMTERAEREBEESNZEHIKE - BEAEBNEERE/ Sif
MBI L REE T IERREM

The old-time military camps were kept intact. The picture shows the code
numbers of the camps. /Provided by Maintenance Office, Public Works
Bureau of Kaohsiung City Government
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Weiwuying Metropolitan Park is created with the joint efforts of local residents. /Provided by Maintenance Office, Public Works Bureau of Kaohsiung City
Government
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modernity were added to make the area a unique and
interesting park with a military atmosphere.

The Camouflage Park Zone was inspired by military
symbols and camouflage totems. By interweaving
camouflage totems, the park underlines a design concept
that merges nature, the military history, and cultura
activities. Winding curved lines in the area are made in
camouflage. Tree groves are kept completely to offer
shades while providing an opportunity for people to listen
to insect singings and bird chirpings. In this way, nature
and culture are closely merged, and visitors can learn to
respect the Nature and appreciate its beauty. Other areas
such as the Dreamland Park Zone, Natural Exploration
Zone, Rambling Routes and Urban Garden Zone are all
distinctively featured and show passion and enthusiasm
behind their creation

In addition to offering decent habitats, metropolitan
parks are also effective in beautifying the urban space
and protecting the wild animals in the area. To the general
public, these parks also serve educational as well as
recreational purposes. For activities that are intellectually,
emotionally and educationally inspiring, metropolitan parks
are surely a perfect choice for urban people. And remember
that we all share the common responsibility of protecting
these lovely gems in the cities. @

Special thanks to Mr. Bo-xiang Xu for sharing some beautiful
photos of Tainan Metropolitan Park. For more of his articles
and pictures, go to his blog “A Playful Life: Two Persons, One
Dog and a Camera” at: http://diabloex.pixnet.net/blog.
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The Camouflage Park Zone is a design that merges nature, the military history, and cultural
activities. /Provided by Maintenance Office, Public Works Bureau of Kaohsiung City Government
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Advent of a Long-waited Gem
Shoushan National Nature Park

BEFIEEIP & $3Z Data Compilation & Text / $8%8%% Wan-ching Lai
#5Z Translator / E5kR8 Yonglan Huang
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f metropolitan parks are the ocases that cities strive to retain, we

may say that Shoushan Nature Park is like a gem that had long
been covered in dust and finally gets to glitter and shine now.

Shoushan is well famed and it's no stranger to many people
in Taiwan. However, most people still tend to associate the place
with military fortress, cement factories, the macaques roaming
there, or man-made premises such as Shoushan Zoo. Fortunately,
the experts and scholars familiar with the flora and fauna and the
geological features there regard the place as a precious treasure.
Their relentless efforts have saved Shoushan from exploitation.

Pristine Beauty Preserved by the Military

Facing the Taiwan Strait, Shoushan is a natural barrier to
Kaohsiung. It had been a strategic military base since Ming
Dynasty. In Qing Dynasty, it was regarded as a major point of
defense. Later, by expanding Kaohsiung Harbor, the Japanese
solidified Shoushan's military status. The Nationalist Government
further pronounced Shoushan a military control zone, thus
preserving its primitive looks. In 1989, the Ministry of National
Defense (MND) finally partially lifted the ban on and the veil of
Shoushan.

During Taiwan's economic take-off, Shoushan's copious
limestone quarries foster the development of many cities. Yet, the
mountain itself was left bruised and ravaged, and it was no longer
associated with vibrant green but ashen gray.

Amongst calls for recuperation, Kaohsiung City Government
closed the quarries in 1997 and embarked on restoration projects,
thus saving Shoushan from further exploitation.
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Yet this was not enough, as the rich flora and fauna of
Shoushan require more effective ways of protection.

In addition to the native tropical forests, Shoushan also
boasts Taiwan's largest and densest dye fig scrubs, as well
as diverse bird and insect species, along with abundant
geological and ecological resources. As Shoushan features
coral limestone cliff, it shows the ups and downs of the cliff
and the depth of caves. At higher ground one can overlook
Chihou Lighthouse, the Taiwan Strait and Kaohsiung
Harbor. Shoushan was also home to the relics of Makatao
Tribe and the Shell Mound. As a result, the ecological and
cultural values of the area are enormous.
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3 1. SIULEZF R AEEHEE

Map of Shou-shan National Natural Park
2. FEEENREERA - BERENILFEMEESE / BIEME

Taiwan's largest and densest dye fig scrubs in Shou-shan National Natural Park/by CPAMI
3. F[IRBRIL - RUMNRERBEEIIRENSEEHEE/ SEERM

Shou-shan is also called “Monkey Mountain,” .in which Formosan macaques (Macaca cyclopis) abound. /by CPAMI

Research has revealed the presence of 800 types of
known plants, 117 bird species, 9 species of mammals,
21 kinds of reptiles, and numerous other life forms here.
Shoushan is definitely an ideal natural treasure house that
makes a perfect nature park as well as a natural research
base for educational and academic purposes.

World-class Beauty of Shoushan

Thanks to the long-term research by experts and
the numerous petitions by environmental groups, the
government finally realized the importance of ecological
conservation of Shoushan. In October 2009, in
response to the plea by Kaohsiung mayor Chu Chen,
Premier Wu Den-yih instructed the CPAMI to plan for
the establishment of Shoushan National Nature Park
Headquarters.

While this did offer a beam of hope, no one could really
rest assured until the park is officially established.

After all, the road to the designation of Shoushan as
a protected zone had not been smooth. Requested
by the Kaohsiung City Government in 1987, when the
martial law was ended, the MND reviewed the possibility
of scaling down Shoushan military control zone in 1989
and in 1996. In 1997, soon after the mining rights of
four cement companies were terminated, there was a
huge influx of tourists, followed by unlawful cultivation,
construction and occupation of the public land there.
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Many cultural and historical attractions are in the proximity of Shou-shan, such as Chi-hou Lighthouse (Photo provided by CPAMI) and the relic wall of the East
Gate of the old city (Photo taken by Cun-cai Kang) .
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To save Shoushan's ecosystem from collapsing, civic
groups such as the Takao Hill Park Association, Kaohsiung
Wild Bird Society and the Society of Wildlife And Nature
pushed for the establishment of Shoushan Nature Park
and completed the legal process in 1997. Thus, areas over
10m in altitude in Gushan District and east of the west
coast were designated into Shoushan Nature Park, where
the land use control and resource conservation reflect the
managerial spirit upheld by Taiwan’s national parks.

Despite the progress, Shoushan was not yet legally a
national conservation area at that point, and there was
a lack of enforcement to prohibit people from setting up
tea stations, building shacks or discarding used furniture,
or even randomly feeding the macaques there. These
problems highlighted the urgency to grant Shoushan a
specific status so that a comprehensive protection could be
in place.

Upgraded at Last

Under the guidance of Executive Yuan, the CPAMI
looked into the feasibility of establishing Shoushan National
Nature Park and contemplated the scope of it. In the end,
Shoushan, Chihou Mountain, Banping Mountain and Guei
Mountain were included into the park. Rounds of public
hearings were also held for the views and opinions of the
wider public. It turned out that most citizens are in favor of
the establishment of the park.
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Field investigations and in-depth interviews with local
conservation groups and public representatives were
also arranged regarding the expectation for the park. It is
everyone's hope that Shoushan National Nature Park will
be able to contribute to resource conservation, as well as
ecological and social development of the greater Kaohsiung
area in a sustainable manner.

Following the passage and the promulgation of the draft
amendments to the National Park Act in November and
December 2010 respectively, the plan for the nature park was
reviewed and finalized in April 2011 and came into effect on
November 1st, 2011

The preparatory office of Shoushan National Nature Park
was planned in September 2011, and was inaugurated
in November 2011, and now is preparing for the opening
ceremony.

The formation of Shoushan National Nature Park pleasantly
coincides with the nation's one-hundredth birthday, and this
marks a major headway in Taiwan's ecological conservation.
The park now has a transitional office and necessary
facilities. In the future, there will be meeting rooms and audio-
visual rooms to accommodate needs for education and
interpretation.

From now on, Shoushan will no longer be a smoggy mine
that lies in the border area, but a natural classroom with
abundant ecological and geological resources. In the future,
tourists to Shoushan will be able to feast on its breathtaking
scenery, feel the vitality of its ecological resources and
appreciate the hard-won victory of the park's establishment.
It is hoped that Shoushan would be a model to other beautiful
places in Taiwan that deserve to be cherished in the very same

way.
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To push for the establishment of Shoushan National Nature Park, the CPAMI had actively invited experts and scholars for numerous field investigations and

public hearings in order to collect different views. /Provided by CPAM




