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e picture was the section of the trail near Dafen. /by Wen-ke Cai
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Since its founding, YSNP had been undertaking section-by-section renovations of the trail, rebuild the suspension bridges and other facilities. /by Wen-ke Cai

wisp of light smoke rose slowly along the mountain and
Aaround the valley. Some say the smoke comes from the
police station on the historic trail; some say it's the dust stirred
up by tourists walking on the trail; some believe it's fog building
up as the weather changes; some think it's the smoke and dust
from falling debris; still some argue that it represents a rash of
nostalgia. Whatever it was or is, the past has transformed into
such light smoke that tells stories of old times.

Many people have played different roles in the history of
Taiwan: the Japanese, the Dutch or the emperors of Ming and
Qing Dynasties. In each era remarkable stories had been written
down on this island. Some of these stories showed the power of
life, while others described a bitter part of the history. And on this
land also exist some once- forgotten relics of human traces on
which these stories unfolded.

Batongguan Traversing Trail

Benton MacKaye, founder of Appalachian Trail once talked
about the purposes of the Appalachian Trail: “to walk, to see, and
to see what you see.” Just as the Appalachian Trail is the pride of
the U.S, the Batongguan Traversing Trail is the gem of Taiwan as
it runs through the heart of the island and beholds how the history
has been written.

During the Japanese colonial period, the Japanese decided
to construct an east-west road that traverses Taiwan. The
east section of the road runs 83 km from Dashueiku to Yuli
and the west section runs 42 km from Dashueiku to Jiu Mei.
This 125-km-trail is known as the "Japanese Occupation Era
Batongguan Traversing Trail."

After World War I, the trail was once abandoned. Though
the Forestry Bureau later renovated part of the trail, many of
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The way Batongguan Traversing Trail looked before renovation. In the picture was the section between Batongguan and Jhongyang Mine. /by He-rong Wu
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the footpaths and suspension bridges had fallen into
disrepair and were unavailable for use. Despite its fame
as a traversing trail, the undesirable conditions of broken
bridges, landslides and collapsed cliffs have rendered the
trail unserviceable, and few hikers would cross the Central
Mountain Range via this route, making the trail even more
mysterious.

Reappearance of Original Look

Since its founding in 1985, YSNP had come under the
stewardship of 6 former directors (Shih-wen Yeh: April 1985
to June 1992, Wan-chu Huang: June 1992 to February
1993, Wu-hsiung Lee: February 1993 to July 1998, Ho-
ping Chang: July 1998 to March 2001, Pei-wang Lin: March
2001 to July 2002, and Ching Lin: July 2002 to November
2005), who had devoted much time and effort planning
and undertaking section-by-section renovations of the long
deserted Batongguan Traversing Trail.

In the area between Dongpu and Dashueiku along the
west section of the trail, there are cabins with complete
emergency essentials and camping sites. But the section
between Guangao and Batongguan were severely damaged
by Typhoon Morakot in 2009, and has since been closed.
From 1985 to 1998, the focus of maintenance of the east
section of the trail was at areas further down Walami. During
the period, facilities including the Huanma No.1 and No.2
suspension bridges were renovated.

Since 1998, more efforts were put into managing the
section between Walami and Dafen as the suspension
bridges and three cabins along the trail undergone
renovation between 1998 to 2004. In 2005, the renovations
of the trail section between Dafen and Dashueiku, the Yisila
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Walking into Batongguan Traversing Trail, one may see plenty of relics of the
Japanese police station. In the picture was Tuge Police Station. /by He-rong Wu

and Lagula suspension bridges as well as the trail roadbed were
completed. As a result, the entire Batongguan Traversing Trail
became serviceable again in the end of 2005.

The east section of the trail offers many resources for
research on ecological conservation, especially the study of
Formosan black bears. The area east of Walami is an ideal
place for ecotourism and environmental interpretation because
of the excellent road conditions, rich ecological resources and
beautiful scenery. Following the renovations of the final two
suspension bridges and some trestles, the section between
Dafen and Dashueiku is expected to draw more tourists.

In addition to the regular maintenance of the facilities in the
park, YSNP is also committed to investigations on ecological
resources and historical sites in the park. Complementing
the current road and trail system, the results of the study will
enable the park headquarters to add to the trails even greater
ecological, historical and cultural significance.

The Stories Behind

A historic trail researcher Yuan-ho Wu shared his thoughts
after taking the Batongguan Trail himself: In the 19th century, the
Qing Court built the Batongguan Trail the ran through Yushan
and the Central Mountain Range to facilitate the transportation
between the east and west of Taiwan. Later during the
Japanese occupation in 1921, in order to rule the Bunun tribe,
the Japanese built another trail for military purposes. The
stories behind the two trails that involve the two major ancient
civilizations of Japan and China and run through Mt. Jade, the
highest peak in Northeast Asia, may just be as enchanting as
the trails. A complete walk-through of the trail seemed to help
me relive those legendary stories about Qing dynasty, colonial
power of Japan and the Bunun Tribe, and relish all the relics of
hot springs and old bridges, as well as the numerous surprises
the trail have to offer.

Just like the people who built the trails, the trails themselves
may have also gone into history, but what has remained is the
traces and marks there left by different cultures and civilizations.
These are precious and unique paths of life that could take
people to a journey to behold the mystery of Nature, and they
are nowhere to be seen except in Taiwan.
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The Relics from Minami Police Station. /by He-rong Wu




