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A Visit to the Rainbow Nation

Learr;i‘ng from Cape Town in South Africa
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A climber may try rappelling down from the top of Table Mountain.
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|n 2007, an exchange program on environmental
protection was proposed by Cape Town city speaker
Mr. Dirk Smit. In October 2010, representatives from
Cape Town first paid a 6-week visit to Yangmingshan
National Park and Kenting National Park. This August,
Technical Specialists Mr. Chia-hong Chen from Shei-
Pa National Park and Mr. Jun-yao Wang from Marine
National Park humbly accepted the daunting task to
learn from South Africa's experience in environmental
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From the top of Table Mountain one could overlook City Bowl, Lion's Head, and Robben Island off the coast.

education, conservation practices and technologies,
ecotourism, and the management of resources, wastes
and alien species.

This program may help people in Taiwan know more
about South Africa from broader perspectives, rather
than simply as the country that hosted 2010 FIFA World
Cup.

Table Mountain National Park (TMNP)

Table Mountain is a flat-topped mountain forming a
prominent landmark overlooking the city of Cape Town
in South Africa, symbolizing sacredness and sublimity in
local residents’ mind. It is 1,085 m above sea level, with
several hiking trails and a cableway available to reach
the top. Standing on the plateau and looking toward the
north, a panoramic view of Lion” s Head, Signal Hill, City
Bowl, Robben Island, and the stadium built for 2010
FIFA World Cup are all clear in sight.

As Table Mountain, just like Yushan in Taiwan, is one
of the 28 candidates in the New 7 Wonders of Nature
campaign, ads of “Vote for Table Mountain” are seen
in publications, newspapers, and almost everywhere in
Cape Town.

Established in 1998, TMNP stretches from Signal
Hill in the north, through Table Mountain, to Cape Point
in the south, a distance of roughly 70 km, covering an
area of 24,310 ha, including many beaches and marine
areas. According to geologists, Table Mountain may be
the oldest massif in the world, formed at least 6 times
earlier than the Himalayas was. TMNP supports more
than 2,200 plant species. It was once recorded that
even in an area of only 57 sq km, nearly 1,500 plant
species occurred!

TMNP is divided into four management areas: north,
south, central, and marine. Each area has an Area
Manager who manages a team consisting of section
rangers and field staff. These teams are responsible
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for all operational activities, including biodiversity
management, alien clearing, fire management, visitor
management and law enforcement.

Entry fees are paid at the park’ s south area named

“Cape of Good Hope.” Exit times vary in different
seasons. Visitors, except for those staying in overnight
accommodation, who do not leave the park at the
required time, will be fined. In some coastal areas
equipped with a special kind of garbage bin, visitors are
allowed to barbecue. This kind of garbage bin has a
latch on its lid that needs to be pushed down and then
the lid can be opened. It is designed to prevent wild
animals, baboons in particular, from searching for food
in the bins. Visitors are also reminded not to feed the
baboons to avoid any possible accidents.

In contrast to Taiwan, where each national park
has its own headquarters, the 22 national parks in
South Africa are managed by only one headquarters
called South African National Parks (SANParks). In
addition, SANParks is not equipped with police corps,
but all staffs, though unarmed, possess the power to
enforce law. There is also a law enforcement division
responsible for visitor management, search and
rescue, and crime prevention. The police only intervene
if necessary. Currently only rangers in Kruger National
Park are armed due to serious poaching issues.
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7 Wonders of Nature campaign.

Protect the Nature by All Means

A phytogeographer divided the globe into six floristic
kingdoms (Boreal, Palaeotropical, Neotropical, Cape,
Australian, Antarctic and Patagonia) based on plant
characteristics and distributions. The Cape Floristic
Kingdom represents only 0.04% of the global area but
contains 4% of the world’” s total plant species, the
highest flora diversity in the temperate climate. In 2004,
the Cape Floral Region Protected Areas were inscribed
as a World Heritage Site.

This region is home to more than 9,000 plant
species, 80% covered with fynbos. Other vegetation
types include strandveld found mostly along the coast,
wetlands, renosterveld, and forests. These 5 vegetation
types are further classified into 21 subtypes based on
soil properties and rainfall patterns. The city of Cape
Town encompasses 11 of them, with 3 vegetation
subtypes are endemic to Cape Town.

However, due to the rising pressure of urban
development, wildlife habitats are being threatened. As
a result, the city of Cape Town has set up 31 nature

1 REETEABN RIS E 2RI ER % o
The staff was explaining how to use the specially designed garbage bin.
2 RERPERER R EHRERmAR SR o
Warning signs written with strict regulations are frequently seen inside the protected areas.
3. KEp AR ERINM AN AERES - ABARLERARAREHTH AT RNESRRES -

Most tourists go up to Table Mountain by cable cars. On the right is the ad of “Vote for Table Mountain” for the New
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3.Rondeviei {REEE BRI ©

reserves and some other reserves at private, provincial, and
national levels.

Protection is the Best Management

Conservation goals are set to maintain sustainable
growth of each vegetation type based on its past and
current statuses in Cape Town. The responsible authorities
not only manage the protected areas, but also actively
communicate with central and local governments, hoping
to incorporate more land into protected areas.

The concept of stewardship has also been developed to
consolidate private land into protected areas by donation,
purchase, contract or cooperative agreement. Once the
private land becomes a part of the protected areas, the
city government provides funding for maintenance, such as
building fences and clearing alien invasive species.

The 31 nature reserves, under the city government’ s
jurisdiction, are divided into north, central, south, and east
areas, each with one Area Manager. Most municipal nature
reserves are open to the public with entrance fees. Certain
activities are allowed in each area, such as hiking, picnic,
barbecue, fishing, and water sports. Each nature reserve
has one manager, one to two permanent or contract

1. BERRIEETTRERR M RABMIE TIE - BBt oEa: - EYMAREZ LRE  LER—REILartE -
The area was undergoing the process of clearing alien species. To make sure they would not grow again, these
plants were all chopped off and sprayed with chemicals, which looked reddish orange in color.

3 2. RERMIFASERNMEETEMRS BEEREATER  TRE L& .-
A staff member of the protected areas was teaching kids of a local kindergarten about the importance of protecting
animals through hands-on experience.

The wild hippos in the lake at Rondevlei Protected Area.
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staff, and interns or college students, who major
in relevant disciplines. After taking courses for two
years, they are required to do an internship for one
year to help with the managerial and operational
work in the protected areas to learn the importance
of environmental protection through hands-on
experience.

Fire management is critical to the nature reserves
in South Africa because many of the fynbo
seeds germinate only after the intense heat of a
fire; therefore every staff member must have fire
management knowledge as well as firefighting skills.
Fires are set under controlled conditions in certain
times every year to allow natural regeneration of
vegetation.

A Fruitful Exchange Experience

In this trip, we visited by boat the only nature
reserve having wild hippos under the guidance of
its staff. Fences had been built around the area
to prevent the hippos from escaping and hurting
people. As we were told of an accident of hippos
wrecking the boat, everyone was all nerves when
one of the male hippos intended to approach and
chase us.
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HHEYMEREENMER S HRELEER
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REMIESARR/BTERY Proteaceae (LLUEERRT )EH
( Serruria aemula B2 Leucadendron levisanus ) 384T
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LT R 28 T MEEKEER » thAREMER
ERAERK - ffHZERRF @ REMSRIEABEZEE
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o MEERASALRKEE @ Btk AL SR

R
ARZHRBB—HFEH T HERTR21 REE
BHTHSERPEREENCE TR

—RIREH  BEERAROERNA

and discharged.

In the plant propagation workshop, Mr. Geert, in charge
of biodiversity management, took us to one of the nature
reserves to collect two endangered species belonging to
Proteaceae family, Serruria aemula and Leucadendron
levisanus. He patiently taught us the cuttage propagation
method step by step and let us practice by ourselves. That
was an extremely valuable experience.

Moreover, we visited two wastewater treatment
plants which process domestic sewage through multiple
procedures. The treated sewage that meets discharge
standards then flows into neighboring wetlands (rivers or
ponds) to be cleaned and eventually flow into the sea. These
natural or artificial water bodies have even become habitats
for wild birds.

We visited a total of 21 nature reserves in the City of Cape
Town and learned about many distinctive management and
operation models. In one of the meetings, our presentation
on the national parks in Taiwan won much applause from

1. 7% False Bay —BRAENSKEIEMAE » T EABNIBIEKRIERBIHLETE o

3 In a large wastewater treatment plant at False Bay, a staff member was explaining how the sewage was processed

2. EMBHMEIRN T Geert SEEEERARITRAME 2 FEL -

Mr. Geert, in charge of biodiversity management, was mixing the soil needed for cottage breeding.

3. #2254 Simon's Town Boulder JBFRIFEM 1R © tARILER AR B EEIE -
A group of African Penguins (Spheniscus demersus) were resting in a corner of the coast of Simon's Town Boulder,
an area designated to the marine area of Table Mountain National Park.
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BEMEZXEATHEE  EHEEUELTEHEE the participants. One gentleman even shared his photos taken
ER0EHIZKIALILEEE (KAEEEFLAR) nearly 30 years ago in Taipei and Taroko National Park (TNP),

E’J E”H;‘f*ﬁ.‘ﬁdf‘ﬂﬁ; R THEY T EBEEE saying that he wished to see the beautiful scenery again in his
life.

| [ 7 . Right before the publication of this issue of NPQ, it was
& 5 =
iéﬂﬂjﬂﬁﬂ BHBRIUHR  fILER AR announced that Table Mountain National Park has been voted

EABMAH T AT RZ— - HX - HEERI28 as one the world’ s New 7 Wonders. Though Yushan fell
MNEERILRRBRIIE—B  BHe—EEFE short to make the list at the last minute, it was still an honor
o BEZEHFR B ESE » i EBEZETREBT to rank among the final 28 candidates. Taiwan's beauty must
R AREEESECEREMHE o 55T 0 TIRIER be demonstrated to the world in different ways. Although

£ S TENERMESREESE B3 there are many obstacles ahead, we should not waste the
most treasurable gift endowed to us by the Nature. Through

MR - BENEREABAYBRMSSEE
WHOSEE 50k RPIEEBE SR - LU
BHESZEOATE - @

international exchange programs like this one, we can make
the beautiful island be seen by people around the world.
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Chia-hong Chen

RBHEMERAEELY BEBRKARTHLZT  LEE
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2006 FHEEASHRNWEISZTIE - RWASHEER AR HEEMRT
SRR o

Chen majored in biology in university and graduate school,
during which he volunteered as “the Son of Sunshine” (volunteer
interpreter) of Kenting National Park, and also served as volunteer
interpreter in Shei-Pa National Park and Yushan National Park. He
has been a mountain-lover since he climbed Shengling Ridge in
1998. He considered himself lucky as he has been able to work
where he longs for since 2006. He is now a Technical Specialist of
the Recreation Service Division at Shei-Pa National Park.
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