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Mountains in Taiwan provide an abundance of resources to people on this island. In the picture is Mt. Jade N. Peak. /by Zhi-yun Wang
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A Gathering for Mountain-Lovers

The 2011 National Conference for Mountaineering in
Yushan National Park
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Participants of the conference for mountaineering gathered in Yushan
National Park in 2011, the R.O.C. centennial. /by Chang-ying He
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It requires efforts from the whole education system and other agencies

to reorient National Park Mountaineering School toward sustainable
management. /by Wan-ching Lai

n October 8, 2011, the 10th National Conference for

Mountaineering was held in Yushan National Park
(YSNP) Headquarters, where over 300 mountaineering
veterans and experts gathered to share academic research
results, valuable first-hand experiences and simulations of
rescue work, through which these mountain-lovers showed
great enthusiasm.

Learning from the Mountains

To many mountain-lovers, mountains are like their home
and shelter. Taiwan boasts a large area of mountains (two-
thirds of the island’s total land area). In spite of this, the
majority of people in Taiwan has very limited knowledge
about mountains and sees mountaineering as more of a
recreational and leisure activity.

Compared to some high mountain and glacier areas
abroad, mountains in Taiwan are more accessible as most
hikers do not need special gears or skills. But a lack of
knowledge about safe mountaineering has led to a series of
tragedies.

So the keynotes of this conference are not just about
mountaineering skills but also the experiences of getting
close to the mountains and exploring them, from which
mountain survival skills can be learned and correct attitude
toward and knowledge about mountains can be cultivated.
And all this can begin as early as in the primary school level.

For younger kids in elementary and junior high schools,
suggested Anshi Cheng, consultant of Taiwan Mountain
Rescue Association, the ideal type of mountain activity
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x would be a one-day trip that focuses on natural
'4:=eduoaﬂon and field exploration. For boy or
girl scout trainings or graduation trips for
'senior students in elementary or junior
high schools, a three-day tour may well

help children learn and explore more

about mountains. For senior high
o school or college students, joining
mountaineering clubs, camping clubs
or natural conservation clubs would
be a great way to learn to study
and protect mountains as these
youngsters become more mature
and independent.

In 2008, neighboring Japan
budgeted 40 billion dollars for a
five-year nationwide curriculum of
education about mountains and
forests. What about Taiwan?
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People in Taiwan should cultivate
proper attitude and ethics
toward mountains and
the environment as a
whole. /by Wan-

ching Lai
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Hikers should hold sound knowledge about and cautious attitude toward mountains and wilderness so as to reduce the possibility of accidents. /by

Wan-ching Lai

BILSRBEM

WWEEBRE B IUMRIRHEIRIR @ BRkiE
H 2010 FEIRAEEIISRAINIL - ERiEAR
SETIHEN—KES - RE » BIIBRENL
FERAT LB RE LR IRIEHE ARG EAREE -
ERBIFIS(E @ (EEEERHF AN S RPN
REHERLEIRIBHE - LUINREE BB AV
HEAER -

T LH > ERISHREETRESN - BLBRA
BEEMREMHERERR A—EAFRAETEES
EEREN RIS LS - anitk - FRERBEERR
WILEFRENTETEHIER  WAHEREEXT
ISR ERRIE o SRR o T B - FFSA0HHE]
HER  FERAE—CEUMERER TEMRI
RIS - BB FIERYE T EAER E UV HBIHE -
FTHEAEESEE I IBRAELE AR - EMmaE
IKIEEES ~ FFEARBVERRS -

ILEERRED ERAE

TEZIHE  BEBFLEESNETRERE

F—4%  BEABREI  EREELENENE

Reorientation of Mountaineering School

Cheng pointed out that the founding of National Park
Mountaineering School in 2010 is a big first step for
Taiwan’s mountaineering education. But the school should
modify its purposes by focusing on wilderness safety
and environmental education and seeking interagency
collaboration to better promote wilderness environmental
education and to increase teacher training and education
resources.

“In fact, as mountaineering is showing a greater market
potential, the school may well consider training aborigines
as professional mountain guides. This would allow
indigenous people to fully utilize their inborn wilderness skills
and relieve a lack of professional mountaineering guides in
Taiwan,” said Cheng. “Many of the things cannot possibly
be well planned or achieved solely by the national parks but
require the whole education system and other agencies to
reorient the school toward sustainable management.”

Betterment of Mountain Rescues

The first priority is to provide a comprehensive
mountaineering education and cultivate a sense of
responsibility of a mountaineer. What comes next should be
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the training for professionals and a flexible use of resources
for mountain rescues. This need is particularly felt by the
parents of Bo-wei Zhang, who lost his when climbing Baigu
Mountain in February, 2011.

When Zhang went missing, his family kept seeking help
from the authorities for 51 days but all was in vain before they
turned to some civic rescue units. They found Zhang’s body in
36 hours. But it was too late. This sad case once again raised
the issue of the flaws of current mountain rescue systems.

Whenever a mountaineering accident happens, rescue
teams of the authorities concerned are under great pressure
because they have to act fast in death-defying rescue
missions and face criticism when failing to save lives. If private
rescue resources can be more effectively integrated with the
official ones, it’ll generate a more capable rescue force. It’s
also essential to reorganize the rescue command into a more
efficient one. Complementary efforts from the government
and the private organizations should be integrated in order
to build real professional rescue teams and budget subsidies
and equipments for long-term rescue trainings.

On the other hand, hikers must hold sound knowledge
about and cautious attitude toward mountains and wilderness
S0 as to reduce the possibility of accidents.

Fruitful Exchange of Wilderness Skills

Another culminating point of the conference was the on-
site demonstration of mountain rescue techniques, including
stream rescues, bridge rappelling, double ropes bridging for
moving the wounded on a stretcher, and helicopter rappelling,
etc, with all participants making their greatest efforts.
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“Instead of just an activity, mountaineering is a process
of purifying one’s heart and soul,” said Director-general of
CPAMI Shih-wen Yeh. As we approach mountains and feel
about the tolerance of them, we’ll get to explore ourselves
and mend the fences with the Nature and with others.
People can also learn to be in peace with the Nature, and
should do more than protect and befriend the Nature but
learn how to survive in it. Mountaineering education is a
bumpy long road, but we need to keep walking on this
primitive path in order to widen our vision and realize the
true beauty of our land.

Reference: Proceedings of the 2011 National Conference for

Mountaineering.
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A total of over 400 people participated in the

“Congregation for Peak-Reachers” event, in which
YSNP director Deng-liang Yu handed certificates of
merit to those finished the feat of climbing all the nine
mountains. /by Chang-ying He
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Seniors of Bunun Tribe from Dongpu were performing
traditional praying rituals. /by Chang-ying He
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To establish an integrated system of mountain rescues
is of great importance. /by Chang-ying He
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