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Harmonious Coexistence
A Heartfelt Relationship between Humans and Protected Species

REHIEN Interview & Text / 3EREE Hsin-hua Lian

E)ZZ Translator/ BT Kuan-yu Ou
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fter years of efforts by Taiwan’ s national parks and

conservationists, various once-endangered species have
been saved from extinction and grown in numbers, and thus
more commonly seen or contacted by humans. Unlike a large
continent such as Africa, Taiwan is merely a tiny island, and
how to maintain a harmonious coexistence between humans
and wildlife has become a challenging issue.

Respect for wildlife habitats

In Taiwan, no other wild animals are more approachable to
humans than Formosan macaques (Macaca cyclopis). People
who ever visited Yushan National Park (YSNP) or Shoushan
(now a national nature park) must have been impressed by
the bold macaques that’d beg for food from humans. But the
sympathetic feeding by people will in fact blunt the monkeys’
survival ability, and cause conflicts among them as they’d fight
each other for food and thus scare tourists.

“If you love them and respect them, then don’t feed them.”
This is what the conservation volunteers in YSNP have been
educating tourists about in order to protect both the macaques
and people.

But is it humans or macaques that should be blamed for this
problem? Who indeed has intruded the other’s territory? Facing
a shortage of habitats and food, the macaques cannot but steal
people’s crops and trespass on people’s land for survival. Such
a vicious circle of conflicts between macaques and humans
necessitates more respect from humans for the macaques’
living environment.

The Feisty Formosan Magpie

Besides Formosan macaques, another lovely but trouble-
making creature in Taiwan is the famous Formosan Magpie
(Urocissa caerulea).
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Once voted Taiwan’s national bird in an Internet event, the
sapphire blue bird is commonly spotted with its charming
postures in the woods.

Formosan Magpies inhabit in low-altitude mountain area,
shuttle in groups in the woods, and have a raucous call and
a bad temper. When one of them breeds and nurtures its
fledglings, other blue magpies would come help, showing a
strong sense of kinship. The family-loving birds would also
fiercely attack any intruder that approaches their nests.

Cases of tourists being attacked by the magpies are often
reported in YMSNP. As people just walked underneath the
nests, they were charged against by the protective birds.
Fortunately, most of the attacked tourists were just scared but
unharmed.

The adaptable blue magpies are omnivorous and unafraid
of humans. They would steal people’s leftover, and their traces
can be found in human residences or in parks. As many wild
animals have been driven away by urbanization, some others
that are more tolerant of urbanized environments and more
flexible in food choices will be able to adapt better. And the
magpie is one good example.

3 1-2. FIERAEMFEEAFIRSEEYE ARG - BAESESTERRIERR / REGE

YNPark Headquarters hopes to create an environment where humans and wild animals can be closer to each other,
but at the same time advises tourists not to feed Formosan macaque./by Yen-ling Chang
BREEEEEMUIRREERTA  BEEEE / g TR

YMSNP Headquarters has put up signs near the bird’ s nests that warn people about the possible attacks from the
1 2 magpies during their breeding period./ by Jin-yuan Dai
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The well-rehabilitated Formosan Sika Deer (Cervus nippon taiouanus) are now

able to breed their offspring in the wild. /by Xiao-liang Zhong
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The picture shows that the sika deer released to the wild / Provided by
KTNP Headquarters

To make the bird’s presence more enjoyable to tourists
and to avoid the conflicts between the bird and humans,
YMSNP Headquarters has put up signs near the bird’s
nests that warn people about the possible attacks from the
magpies during their breeding period. Tourists are advised
to watch them from a distance with binoculars and avoid
getting close to their nests at this period.

Co-management with Communities

Compared to the trivial conflicts between humans and the
macaques and magpies, the impact on humans brought by
larger mammals such as Formosan black bears, wild boars,
Formosan sika deer and Formosan sambar deer could be
more serious and require more elaborate monitoring and
responses.

Formosan sika deer (Cervus nippon taiouanus) in
Kenting National Park (KTNP), for example, has been well
rehabilitated and growing in a stable number. But their
thriving existence has affected the environment, mostly in
the form of damages to forest vegetation and crops.

According to Professor Ying Wang of NTNU, who has
long been studying the rehabilitation of sika deer, though
positive about the efforts in reintroducing the deer, most
local residents still frown upon the damages inflicted by the
sika deer released to the wild. To mitigate their negative
impact, Wang has suggested the co-management between
the authorities and local residents, which “involves local
communities in monitoring and managing the deer to
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facilitate a better understanding and higher acceptability
to the deer.” “The ecotourism and the deer patrols in
Sheding area has set up a successful model of this co-
management,” said Wang.

Inside the rehabilitation area, Wang added, solid
research and experiments on the birth control, release and
habitat improvement of the deer should be conducted
in order to regulate the population of the deer. Radio
monitoring of the deer’s whereabouts and physical
conditions is also essential to effectively maintain the
capacity of the environment.

Hence, wildlife conservation and forest resources
management both require a set of evaluation indicators
that can easily show the population density and structure
of a protected species, as well as its impact on the
environment. And long-term monitoring will help us
understand dynamics of the species’ life and its influence
to the forest ecosystem, and respond with proper
measures.

Cattle and Grass in Qing tian gang

The above examples show the conflicts and problems
arise after some wild animals have been well rehabilitated.
But in some cases of animals raised in captive, the issue of
the balance of eco-environment is also involved.

ZXRmtEOF SRR - BEZDERSEEEEERR - LIREREERER/ BERER
The cattle in Qingtiangang area are basically mild, but tourists are still advised to keep a distance from them and pay due respect to them to avoid any possible
injury or accident./ Provided by YMSNP Headquarters
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Qingtiangang in Yangmingshan National Park (YMSNP) had
once been a great place in the vicinity of the city for people to
get close to wildlife. But such scenes as the cattle grazing on
the grass with people strolling among them have all gone.

Pasturing of cattle in YMSNP has a long history. The
colonial Japanese set up ranches to raise cattle in a
large scale, and later in 1952 the nationalist government
designated the areas of Qingtiangang and Lengshuikeng as
the Yangmingshan Pastureland, which was jointly operated by
the township offices and the famers’ associations in Shihlin,
Beitou and Yangmingshan. The cattle then were all pastured
by some 40 farmers nearby and were initially in a large
number. But as the farming styles changed, cattle pasturing
fell into obscurity accordingly.

Since the founding of YMSNP, as foreign research has
shown that pasturing of herbivores can be helpful with
grassland ecosystem and the succession of flora in it, the
park has not dispersed the cattle from the area.

A growing number of tourists and a declining number
of the cattle in Qingtiangang Grassland have caused great
impact on the area’s environment. Miscanthus has become
the dominant plant in place of carpetgrass (Axonopus), which
withered and died due to human treading.

To restore the grassland, YMSNP Headquarters has
maintained it by both artificial protection and cattle pasturing.
Grassland is open to the public by sections and in rotation,
while signs are erected to prohibit tourists from irritating the
cattle and treading the grassland under maintenance. Park
staff would also educate tourists about how to help protect
the grassland.

The interaction between humans and the cattle tells us that
all life forms are interrelated rather than separated. It is hoped
that the cattle as well as the grassland will be revived and
thrive someday in the future.

Negotiated Protection for Guests from Sky

Whether it wild or raised animals, people in Taiwan should
learn to protect them and get along with them. The same is
true of the migratory birds that visit the island every year.

Young as Taijiang National Park (TUNP), which was founded
in 2009, is, the challenge it met in protecting the habitat for
Black-face Spoonbill was far from easier than those faced by
other older national parks.

The endangered Black-faced Spoonbills (Platea minor)
would migrate to Taiwan each winter in a percentage far
higher than to any other places around the world. So TUNP
has strived for the protection for the bird’s habitat and wetland
resources there.

But the bans the park imposed on the area had triggered
objection from local fishermen.

To avoid serious conflicts and to respect the traditional
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Taijiang National Park Headquarters respects the local traditional fishing

culture in Tainan, allowing the fishermen to making a living by doing what

they has long been doing. The picture shows the harvest of oysters in
Sihcao Lake. /by Liang-li Liu

culture of local fishery, TUNP, via rounds of negotiation, agreed
to allow fishermen in Cigu to enter the spoonbill protected area
in non-migratory seasons to net three species of shellfish that
are not directly linked to the food sources of the bird: common
orient clams, Oriental cylcina, and Solen strictus. TINP has
also conducted evaluations and monitoring on the capacity of
the local ecosystem to ensure sustainable provision of shellfish
resources.

By doing so, the local fishery is sustained, fishermen and
residents are respected and educated about the importance
of protecting and managing the habitat for the spoonbills, and
these special guests from the sky are treated right.

Solid Precautions Keep the Dread Away

Another paradise in Taiwan for the feathered friends is Kinmen
National Park (KMNP).

Located on the migration route of migratory birds in East Asia,
Kinmen boasts a variety of bird species, among which Common
Cormorants (Phalacrocorax carbo) are the most eye-catching
winter migratory bird. They would fly at dusk and at down in
spectacular flocks, and are thus regarded as a key attraction of
Kinmen's ecotourism.

The cormorants are very picky about their nighttime habitat,
which has to be woods on waterfront without any human
interference. Under careful protection by KMNP, Kinmen is one of
the few sites in the world that could provide an ideal resting place
for the cormorants. Besides, well-educated about ecological
conservation, Kinmen residents have been mostly in peace with
the bird.
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Common Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) is a key attraction of Kinmen's ecotourism./ by Dong-kun Liao
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Such a harmonious relationship must be attributed to
the efforts by KMNP Headquarters, which has since 2003
promoted eco-tours, environmental interpretation services,
eco-documentary filming and ecological research, all with the
cormorants as the major theme. KMNP also regularly removes
the fishing nets set up by people in the waters for catching fish
and shrimps. KMNP hopes that people could abide by National
Park Act and help maintain a safe environment for the migratory
birds.

In 2005, the epidemic of avian flu had once sent a worldwide
shock. According to Hsi-chin Chuang, a council member
of Kinmen Wild Bird Society and a teacher at Kinmen High
School, people in Kimen were also concerned about the risk of
contraction of the flu. But as domestic fowls were not in a large
number in Kinmen, the chance of flu transmission was low,
and there’s no need to ban bird-watching activities. Instead,
what’s more important was “to educate people about the
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preventive measures against avian flu, and to keep people
away from the nighttime habitat of the cormorants,” said
Chuang. “Researchers must wear full protective gears and
get inoculation before entering the area. And long-term
monitoring on the birds would help minimize the negative
impact.”

Panic and conflicts against animals often arise from lack
of knowledge. And in the process of animal conservation,
taking precautions is also the best way to protect the
animals.

Animal conservation, one of the major duties of Taiwan’s
national parks, is not just about rehabilitating species in
large quantities but also about keeping the ecosystem in
good quality. And protection of species and habitats is just
a beginning to a higher end of a harmonious coexistence
between humans and wildlife, a common goal for all people
on this island.
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