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Taiwan is a small island that boasts of a diversified

natural environment, and undoubtedly the multitude
of habitats provides the impetus for biodiversity.
“National Parks of Taiwan” is our first publication
to introduce our national parks to the international
community. We hope to present our conservation
efforts through these striking images, as a link
between Taiwan and the global community in our
common goal of preserving the world’s natural

heritage.
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Taiwan, with its rich and varied terrain and complex ecosystem is a natural masterpiece. Several national

parks have been established since 1982 and the natural and cultural resources of Taiwan have been preserved

through them. These national parks also provide an educational environment for people to learn in. We

hope to present the beauty of national parks through the film of 25 minutes.
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What is an atoll?
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According to the theories first suggested by
Charles Darwin, an atoll represents a part
of the sequence of gradual subsidence of an
oceanic volcano. Coral reefs surrounding
a volcanic island in a tropical sea will grow
naturally upwards. Continued subsidence
of the old volcano causes the reef to remain

near or below the waterline, and the

volcano becomes an atoll.
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How did Dongsha Atoll
form?
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Dongsha Atoll grew on a seep carbonate
base in the shallow sea. During the time
of the Riss and Wurm Ice ages, in the
Tertiary and Quaternary geographic ages,
the sea level fell, and the seep carbonate
base provided favorable conditions
for coral reef growth in a shallow sea.
Later, the floor of the South China Sea
subsided, the sea level rose gradually from
the melting of the glaciers, and the seep
carbonate base disappeared. However,
the coral reefs remained, growing ever
upwards, eventually forming the present

structure of Dongsha Atoll.
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How do we interpret Dongsha

Atoll geographically?
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Dongsha Atoll is a mature atoll structure,
with reef platform, inner lagoon, shoals,
sand banks, and an island. Geographic
surveys identify granite from the Mesozoic
Era in the structure, indicating the

formation process of Dongsha Atoll took

tens of millions of years to occur.



