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The Four Challenges to National Park Management —

Conservation, Education, Research, and Tourism
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The most important purpose of establishing
a

national park is to protect and preserve
the natural environment, as well as any remaining
cultural and heritage site left by past generations.
Because the quality and content of ecological
systems are always evolving, and cultural practices
and customs inevitably change in the course of
human civilization, there is a continual need
to protect and preserve assets within the park
for future generations. These are the first two
priorities of a national park. The third priority
is rehabilitation, including that of both the
environment and the cultural heritage sites. Many
of the environmental systems in the national park,
including both the land and the eco-systems,
may have been damaged or destroyed by human
behavior before the park’s establishment, or
they may have been affected by more gradual
environmental changes such as global warming,
pollution, exotic-species invasion, or abandoned
agricultural practices. These areas of the park need
to be rehabilitated. Furthermore, the historical
heritage sites in the national park may suffer
destruction or damage by natural causes such as
earthquakes, typhoon, or fire, and they will need
to be rehabilitated from time to time. The mission
to designate, protect, and preserve our natural
and cultural assets can only be accomplished by
the joint effort of the government, legislators, the

private sector, and the general public.
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Beyond preserving the natural environment, public
education is one of the major goals for which
a national park is established. One of the most
important functions of a park, besides providing
structured educational information about nature,
human history, culture, and society, is to foster
the development of an eco-friendly environmental
ethic within each visitor, so that each person will
understand that humans are just one of the many
species in the world, and we should not regard life
merely from our short-sighted perspective.

Since a national park belongs to the public,
recreation is also one of its important purposes.
The operation of a national park is different from
that of a common local park. The purpose of a
common park focuses more on offering facilities
for the public’s convenience and comfort, such as
transportation services, food, accommodation,
and access to sightseeing spots. The mission of
a national park, on the other hand, is managing
visitors without overly developing the park for
them. Therefore, visitors to a national park should
be made to acquire the concept of environmental
conservation, receive education directly from
nature, develop their sense of responsibility for
our natural world, and build up a strong ecological
ethic and discipline. Finally, they should also be
expected to make some contributions to the local
economy.

The challenge we are facing now is how to develop
a strategy or a plan of action. Every national
park administration needs to set up a plan. The
plan should include the elements of “adapted
management”’, which allows feedback from
the operation to become a reference for future
improvements. The gist of “adapted management”
is that the implementation of any plan itself must
be an experiment, necessitating, among other
things, the collecting of feedback data during the
operating process. The information thus gathered
will show if the operational strategy has achieved
the desired goals, and can be used to develop better
plans in the future.

Whatever the objective of a national park, be it
environmental protection and conservation, public
education, scientific research, or simply providing
best-quality experience for the visitors, its
management should always be based on accurate
scientific information, so that the ever-changing
factors of the environment, as well as the evolving
human values, can be regularly monitored and

evaluated by the management.
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