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Cardisoma carnifex (by Yi-hsuan Lin) Hymenocallis speciosa (by Chia-ying Ko)
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e m The sun srl;gmng in the blue'ky‘reﬂects""fﬁhe—skmy-grams'Uf‘crushcd-seaslmih-m& coral onrthe
sandy beach. In this secluded habitat for a variety of flora and fauna living in balanced harrnony,
Cardisoma carnifex wanders warily along the sandy beach, trying to avoid the Arenaria interpres
which feeds on them. Ailopus thalasisinus tumults chirps in the low grass, and Hirundo rustica joins -
the singing as it flies in and out of the swaying bushes and trees such as Simaroubaceag and Sophora
tomentosa. In the waters near the atoll, Heniochus acuminates and Cheilinus fasciatus play among other

fish in the coral apron reef. It is the Dongsha Atoll National Park, a truly ocean wonderland.
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The Dongsha atoll is a well developed atoll.
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The Profile of Dongsha Atoll National Park
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The establishment of the Dongsha Atoll
National Park makes it the first marine
national park in Taiwan. However, environmental
conservation was not being emphasized in the past,
and, inevitably, some rare and sensitive marine
species living in the Dongsha Atoll were damaged,
and are now facing a severe threat.

Because of Dongsha Island’s strategic location
for both Asian and western countries, the nearby
marine resources have long been exploited. The
most serious damage was done by the Japanese
during the Qing Dynasty when they took over the
island, expelled local Chinese fishermen and started
recklessly mining the guano deposits to extract
phosphorus. Though the Qing government finally
recovered sovereign rights of the island, restoration
to its original environment was impossible.
Potential threats to ecology never end when people
occupy Dongsha Island, no matter if their purpose
is engineering construction or the exploitation of
resources. Hsiang-chien Wu, Chief of Dongsha
Atoll National Park Founding Committee counsels
that factors as global warming, improper fishing
with dynamite, electricity or poison, all lead to
the bleaching and death of the coral reef, and

subsequently to the end of the entire eco-system.
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Shell sand (by Fon-yih Tsuang)
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Still there is hope if a marine park is established
and protected. With proper management, the first
step can be taken toward sustainable conversation.
Until the new national marine park is completely
established, with a fully integrated regulation and
management structure, it’s not going to be open
to the public for tourism. It is estimated that the
park area needs a preliminary stage of five years for
natural rehabilitation before opening to the public.
Although most people won’t be able to visit the
Dongsha Atoll National Park in the near future,
they can monitor its progress and view its stunning

beauty through these stories and original photos.
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The deep color place in Dongsha
ocean is common seaweed species
“Thalassia hemprichii” (by Yi-hsuan
Lin)
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Enrich diverse of vegetation in
Dongsha (by Yi-hsuan Lin)
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Geography of Dongsha

The Dongsha Atoll lies in the north part of the
South China Sea, covering an area of approximately
500 square km. The atoll is formed by a series of
reef flats, extending over a length of 46km from
north to south, with a width of 2km east to west.
Different parts of the reef exist above or below sea
level according to the tides. The inner structure of
the atoll includes coral knolls, shoals in the inner
atoll. Extending from hundreds to thousands of
meters, the gently sloping outer reef where most of
the coral grows drops vertically in deeper sea.

The location of Dongsha Island is in the western
part of the atoll, 1.74 square km in area, 2,800m
long from east to west and 865m long from north
to south. Its landscape is fairly even and flat, with
the highest point only 7.8 meters above sea level.
There is a 0.64 square km lagoon surrounded by
two stretches of sand in the west of the island.
The characteristic geography of Dongsha is fairly
typical of all atolls.

A detailed picture of Dongsha Atoll is not familiar
to most Taiwanese because of its isolation and
seclusion. One of the typical impressions a
Taiwanese gets comes from the weather forecast.
The Dongsha Atoll is positioned along the
incoming route of summer typhoons, and so
the name of Dongsha is constantly heard in our
weather reports. Dongsha’s own climate is a typical
tropical island climate, warm all year round with an
average monthly temperature of 21°C and 26°C for

annual average.
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Pleasant warm weather makes living on Dongsha
Island pretty enjoyable. The population is
approximately 200 inhabitants, mostly military or
research personnel. Traveling to the island is not
easy due to its insufficient facilities and remote
location. Current access to Dongsha relies on
limited flight and ship schedule.

Without a permanent wharf for large vessels, sea
transportation depends on small boats docking
at simple floating docks. The ship schedule from
Kaohsiung Harbor to Dongsha Island is 1 to 2
sailings per month, operated by both private freight
companies and patrol vessels of the Coast Guard
Administration. The old military airport with a
short runway and meagre navigation facilities can
only handle the traffic of small airplanes. It takes
70 minutes to fly from Kaohsiung to Dongsha
Island, there is only one flight by Uni Air every
Thursday other than military flights.
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The vessel of Dongsha Coast
Guard Team (by Yi-hsuan Lin)
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The bus station (by Chia-ying Ko)
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Dongsha Meteorological Observatory (by Chia-ying Ko)

Bicycle is the most common transportation on the
island. The Dongsha No. 1 bus is makes scheduled
stops at Dongsha Airport, Da Wang Temple, Navy’s
Weather Station, Dongkuang Hospital, Dongsha
Island Stone Tablet, Fisherman Service Station,
Power Station, and the Station for Sea Water
Desalination.

All the names of bus stops bring a startling
realization to us that Dongsha is not a deserted
island with only natural resources. In fact, since the
establishment of a commanding headquarters there
has been a slow and steady cultural development

on the island.
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Offshore ships (by Yi-hsuan Lin)
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Development of Dongsha Island

Initial modern development of the island started
with the Dongsha Airport built by the Japanese
during World War Two. After the war, when
Taiwan government recovered Dongsha, the
runway was widened and extended to 30m wide
and 1,550m long, suitable for small military
aircraft. When an airplane is landing or departing,
all traffic to the airport is under strict control, but
at most other times the runway is used as a regular
road for the bus or bicycles. It is a common and
interesting scene with cyclists riding and birds
resting along the runway.
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Dongsha Lagoon(by Yi-hsuan Lin)
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There is only one flight from
Kaohsiung to Dongsha per week
(by Chia-ying Ko)
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The bicycle and bus are the most convenient public transport (by Chia-ying Ko)
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Da Wang Temple is another cultural sign on the
island. According to research done, there was a
previous temple on the island called Da Wang
Temple long ago, but there are no further records
or evidence of its location nor date of construction.
So there is no clear connection between the ancient
temple and the one we see today.

Da Wang Temple today is dedicated to Guangong,
the Chinese God of War. According to documents
in the modern temple, a canoe carrying a statue of
Guangong was washed up on Dongsha Island in
1948. The soldiers gave it the name Dongsha Da
Wang (Big King), and decided to build a temple to
honor it. The memorable canoe was also preserved
there. In Da Wang Temple, people also worship
a goddess, Mazu, the guardian for fishermen and
people who journey by sea. Da Wang Temple
is very popular with local people, providing an
important focal point for spiritual sustenance.

There is military martyrs’ shrine to the left of the

temple, and it’s a cemetery for the anonymous dead
of the old days.

(by Fon-yih Tsuang)
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Dongsha Da Wang Temple is the
only temple in Dongsha
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Dongkuang Hospital (by Chia-ying Ko)
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Dongsha Fisherman Service Station (by Chia-ying Ko)

There is no historical community or long term
settlement on Dongsha Island. Dongkuang hospital
is necessary to provide a variety of medical services
for the military personnel on the island and the
fishermen from nearby waters. The Fisherman
Service Station was built in 1987 to provide shelter
and supplies for fishermen, and is sometimes used
as short term accommodation for researchers.

Two stone monuments were erected side by side
on Dongsha. The first was placed in 1954 by
the Taiwanese troops stationed there, and the
inscription details major geographical and historical
information about the island. The second was
erected in 1989 to symbolize national sovereignty
over Dongsha Island, and the inscription reads
“South China Sea Defence” commissioned by the
Minister of Inteior and placed on the southern side
of the island, facing the ocean. In 1992, a beautiful
corridor with white pillars and blue roof tiles was

added to it.
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