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he trend of nature conservation began
Tfirst in Taiwan in 1970s. Then in 1980s
the governmental authorities joined in and
started to establish national parks. Though
much was accomplished in the conservation
of individual species such as Cervus nippon
taiouanus, Ursus thibetanus, Oncorhynchus
masou formosanus and Isoetes taiwanensis,
etc., the concept of biodiversity was never an
emphasis of the past policy.

However, if observed from the angle of
biodiversity, it suffices to say that Taiwan is a
major forte of bio-resources in the world with
diverse biotopes and biosystems that comprise
150,000 species of life forms, subtropical and
tropical geographical regions.

The Global View of Nature

Conservation

The global trend of biodiversity
conservation has prevailed for more than one
decade, especially when the sustainability
of biodiversity and natural resources suffers
from the climate change and become
the main stem of every country’s eco-
conservation policy. The objectives of most
international biodiversity conservation projects
are all species as well as genetic diversity
and biosystem diversity. Their conservational
mission and research include not only the
level of life forms and ecology but also issues
of the society, economy, law and policy.
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When facing this conservational issue of
global concern, the focus of national parks
management and development in Taiwan
also extends to biodiversity sustainability. For
instance, multiple projects have been promoted
in each park, including “habitat conservation
and restoration” and “marine resources
conservation and environmental monitoring”
in KTNP, wildlife welfare care and banning
the tourists to feed the monkeys in YSNP, the
establishment of ecological corridors to mend
the habitat fragmentation in YMSNP, ecological
and social welfare care through ecotourism
promotion and stream patrol in TNP.

In SPNP, a set of effective conservation
measure and ecological education mode
is established to find a survival place for
Hynobius fuca Lai and Lue. In KMNP, a survey
on lakes and scattered biotopes is carried on
to establish bases of ecological conservation.
For Dongsha Marine National Park established
this year, its initial task is restoration and
monitor, starting with a survey on resources
and ecology both on land and in the sea.

All the key tasks of 7 national parks in
Taiwan now focus on mastering the changes
of environment and biodiversity so that
proper measures may be taken in response
to probable threats. The effect of park
operational management will be monitored
and evaluated to achieve the 3 major goals of

conservation, recreation and research.
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BHEEE (ER8iE)
Heterophasia auricularis
(by Dong-kun Liao)

RREE2PIBERAR
BERENMES (BEuE)
The migratory bird
“Saxicola torquata” in
Kinmen National Park
(by Dong-kun Liao)

BERERLERE L
%5%8’]@%@%@ =
H-ME LTt
HmHemEE (Bx
ko))

Many red-leaved plants
grown in mid-elevation
regions, as Carpinus
kawakamii shown in the
photo (by Dong-kun Liao)




