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he conservation work in YSNP is enjoying
Tthe fruit of its year’s labor now. Wild
animals are spotted often in the park, including
Muntiacus reevesi micrurus, Lophura swinhoii
and Macaca cyclopis (Formosan rock-
monkey), etc. The part of New Central Cross-
Island Highway to Alishan between Shihshan
Station and the border sigh if the park is
nicknamed “Monkey Highway” because it
is haunted by the most frequently sighted
Formosan rock-monkeys.

However, when tourist would feed the
monkeys for fun, the latter become too “lazy”
to search for food by themselves in the forest.
A gang of monkeys led by their king often beg
for food by the highway or at the parking lot,
or dig into the trash cans. Some even jump
onto the cars and snarl at the tourist to threat
for food. This improper feeding habit results
in grave harm to tourists’ safety as well as the
wild animals’ natural survival instinct.
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Guan Mountain (by
Rong-shan Liou, provided
by YSNP)
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Macaca cyclopis
(provided by YSNP)
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The volunteer patrols
watched closely for
the monkeys’ action
(provided by YSNP)
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Tataka Visitor Center (by
Jhong-cheng He, provided
by YSNP)
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This photo shows
volunteer patrols and
interpreter in the end
of training program
(provided by YSNP)
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The ecological
interpretation in the
volunteer patrols
monkey-watching
(provided by YSNP)
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The volunteer patrols
DIY prohibition signs
in districts haunted by
monkeys (provided by
YSNP)
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The Monkey Skybridge
for monkey walked
across the road (by Yi-fan
Gu, provided by YSNP)
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Recruiting Volunteer Patrols
for Monkey

The Formosan rock-monkeys are clever and
capable of aping human, yet they are still wild
in nature. Being to close to them may risk
one’s safety when they attack suddenly. Hence
YSNP wishes to promote a natural relationship
between man and wildlife by educating the
public with correct concepts about what to do
when encountering wild animals. Starting from
this year, the park tries to prohibit tourists from
feeding the monkeys and provides a training
program for conservation workers in Tataka
region. The first team of “monkey” volunteer
patrols was established in July, consisting of
people who love wildlife and care about the
monkeys’ right to live.

The training program invited “monkey”
experts in different fields, including Director
of Wild Animals Refuge Center Jai-chyic
Pei and Assistant Professor Hsiou-hui
Su at Institute of Wildlife Conservation of
National Pingtung University of Science and
Technology, professional veterinarian Jhen-
jhi Chen, Associate Professor Hai-yin Wu at
Institute of Natural Resources of National
Dong Hwa University, Assistant Researcher
Si-wei Jhang of Endemic Species Research
Institute of COA and Assistant Professor
Liang-li Liu at Department of Tourism &
Hospitality, Kainan University. The volunteer
patrols all received practical trainings in order
to acquaint themselves with the monkeys’
habit and characteristics.

When the training program was over,
these volunteer patrols had to watch closely
for the monkeys’ action and propagate to
the tourists the importance of not feeding
the monkeys. They set up prohibition signs
in districts haunted by monkeys, filmed with
a DV in addition to advising tourists to take
their leftovers back with them. Tourists were
expected to obey the regulations against
feeding and concern with the safety and
health of both themselves and the monkeys.
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How to Interact with Monkeys?

On spotting wild animals by the roadside, tourists always
wish to stop and have a closer look at them. However,
please remember to keep a safe distance from them when
you try to be close to the Nature.

1. Do not speed on the New Central Cross-Island Highway to avoid
injuring wild animals nearby, and park your cars at the roadside or
a parking lot to avoid blocking other cars passing by.

2.Shut your car windows lest the monkeys should steal into
the car for food. Do not take the food out of your car lest the
monkeys should rush forward to snatch.

3.Keep a safe distance when observing or taking pictures of the
monkeys. Do not wear bright-colored clothes or making sudden
movement and noises to alarm the monkeys.

4. Parents must stay close to their children and advise
them against teasing or daring the monkeys with twigs or

umbrellas.
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The DVD cover of
“Tracing Ancient
Footsteps—The Story
of Batongguan Trail”
(provided by YSNP)
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In Japanese Occupation
Era, the mountaineers
took a group picture in
Batongguan (Collection of
National Taiwan Library)
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The grassland at
Batongguan (by Ming-jing
Jhuang, provided by YSNP)
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The Suspension Bridge
on Batongguan Historic
Trail (by Wun-ke Cai,
provided by YSNP)
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The stairs road of Duomeili
Police Station (by Yi-hong
Lin, provided by YSNP)
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Reproducing Batongguan
Traversing Trail

Yushan National Park is rich in natural
and cultural resources, among which the
Batongguan Traversing Trail is a historic
trail during 1921.

In order to appreciate this mysterious trail
for people, YSNP completed a documentary
film “Tracing Ancient Footsteps—The Story of
Batongguan Trail” that made after 6 years of
information collection and onsite survey. When
surveys were made and information about the
posterity of Japan police and old photos along
the trail are collected, and animated modeling
is used to mimic activities along the trail and
will take the viewers back in time.
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The diverse landscapes and eco-resources
along the trail, and the trail act for various

functions in different period reappeared
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through audio and video. The film won the
“2007 Excellent Governmental Publication
Award” for the delicate beauty exhibited
through its photography and poetic narration,

and the meaning of environmental education

very much.
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Cervus unicolor swinhoer
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Family Name Cervidae |
Popular Name  Formosan Sambar

This endemic subspecies of Taiwan is the largest
native herbivorous animal in Taiwan. It hides itself in the
virgin forests at 1,500m or more in elevation, using its
bark-like brown fur as a camouflage. Few in number,
Cervus unicolor swinhoei are seldom sighted because
of their keen olfactory sense, agility and high alertness.
Occasionally they can be spotted near Siouguluan,
Dashueiku, and in the mountain area from Kasipanan
Mountain to Dafen of Jhuosi Township.
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