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inmen National Park is the first national
Kparks in Taiwan that emphasizing on the
war history, cultural heritage as well as natural
resources. Since its establishment in 1995,
its major tasks have covered more fields than
other parks, including the conservation of
landform, geology, animal and plant resources
plus preservation of cultural and historic sites
of war.

The major achievements of conservation
in KMNP include 6 commissioned natural
resource researches and evaluation on “Lake
Ecosystems”, “Birds of Coraciiformes in
Kinmen”, “Geological Landforms of Coastal
Lieyu in Kinmen”, the “Influence of Birds over
Agriculture in Kinmen and the Corresponding
Strategy” and the “Ecological Environment
of the Habitat of Phasianus colchicus’,
in addition to 2 cultural researches on
“Decoration Art of Traditional Architecture”
and “Comparison among Traditional Shrine
Architecture” of Kinmen.
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The Wind Lion God of
Cyonglin (by Shi-jhong An,
provided by KMNP)
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Merops philippinus
make nets in Kinmen
(provided by KMNP)
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Survey on Biodiversity and
Biotope Bases

Though located in the same subtropical
area, the geographical nearness to
Chinese mainland makes the difference
in ecosystems, migratory birds and
vegetation species between the islands
of Kinmen and the island of Taiwan. A
large portion of land of Kinmen is private,
and the government cannot enforce
conservation policy on it. Hence Kinmen
National Park Headquarters follows the
successful Japanese mode of “biotope
bases” by establishing separate habitats in
regions of lakes and ponds.

This year’s commissioned case of
research “Survey and Evaluation on Lake
Ecosystems” is carried out on the demand
of protecting habitats of biodiversity. It is
the first basic database of lakes and ponds
located in non-military zones of Kinmen.
Surveys on the eco-environmental factors
of landforms and water systems are made,
followed by evaluation of lakes and ponds
with conservational value and feasibility.
Conservational possibility and concrete
measures are suggested then, while some
bases can be combined with ecotourism
into a space for eco-education.
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Otter Ecotourism

With ecotourism the promotional emphasis
of this year’s overall environmental education
of all national parks, KMNP chooses Lutra
lutra (Otter) as its focus, which is closely
related with its lake ecosystem and an
Through
ecotourism with otters as the major theme,

endangered protected animal.

it is expected that the public would concern
about the environment of otters’ habitat and
promote eco-conservation together.

The first of the otter ecotourism programs
is the “bus ride to the home of otters”.
Tourists may join the Route B (Guningtou
Line) bus tour to Shuangli Wetlands Nature
Center, while the existing guided tour and
bicycle tour in the Center are included in
the otter habitat introduction. The most
noteworthy part of the program is that visitors
can realize the significance of environmental
education and eco-conservation via a series
of fun and creative activities.
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The Shuangli Lake is
one of the otter habitats
(by Ming-hsiung Chou,
provided by KMNP)
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Kinmen is an important
stopover site for
migrating birds (provided
by KMNP)
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Shuangli Wetlands
Nature Center (by Hsiao-
mei Lee, provided by
KMNP)

4




)

| Fpml it
Special Report

12

1TKBZRRE (288
R4 BUREER)
Otter Houses in Kinmen
(by Shu-yi Chen, provided
by KMNP)
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Tourists may join the
Kinmen bus ride and
bicycle tour to visit
Guningtou village
(provided by KMNP)
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Many characteristic B&Bs participate
in this program and become franchised
“Otter Houses”. Visitors will have further
understanding when staying at these
B&Bs. The Otter Song written by Hsiu-
chu Chen of Interpretation and Education
Section of KMNP will impress the visitors
even more with the knowledge about this
rare species.

To encourage public participation, the
park headquarters invites the young and
the old to the training of otter ecotourism
guides at the Nature Center. Pamphlets
with otter ecotourism introduction are
given out to inform visitors about the
basics of otters, map of their habitats,
ecotourism routes, Otter Houses and
franchised B&Bs.
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BS54 Eurasian Otter
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YRR Mergps philgppinnus

Bl sgER
E42 Merops philippinus
Ti444  Blue-tailed Bee-eater
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Family Name  Mustelidae
Popular Name  Eurasian Otter

Otters used to be found on the island of Taiwan but
disappeared due to over development, and now they
can be seen only in Kinmen. Kinmen otters are related to
Eurasian otters, with the head and body 57 to 70 cm in
length and a tail 35 to 40 cm in length. Its head is short and
broad with an indistinctive neck on a long, round torso. 5
webbed toes grow on each of its 4 short limbs. Its back is
chestnut brown, the lips, throat and central abdomen are
light grey, and the naked part of its nose is darker.

Otters are nocturnal creatures, good swimmers and
able to move on land. They feed on live fish, move around
in borders between water and land with abundant food
and nice water but little disturbance. They make nests
at sheltered places by the water, e.g. a cave in the tree,
bushes, pipes and sometimes they’d dig a hole to live in.

Family Name  Meropidae
Popular Name  Blue-tailed Bee-eater

A tropical species, Merops philippinus are the most
populated of the few summer migratory birds in Kinmen.
They are nicknamed “Kinmen’s summer elf”, and they
always proliferate in groups. These Merops philippinus
fly from Yunnan, Guangdong, Guangxi every March or
April to spend the summer and proliferate in Kinmen until
October. Taiwan is not on their route of flight and has not
been visited by them.

Merops philippinus have the body 30cm, skillful in
finding prays in the air. They have attractive looks with
chestnut red throat, black eye lines, blue-green plume and
a long tail feather in the center of the tail. When they make
nests, they’d choose valley ditches without vegetation,
steep sand walls on the coast, sandy aisles in the paddy
field and large sand dunes with a precipitous wall.
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