PN Text & Photographer—#£%# (Ann-hua Chuang)  Translator—ZBEE (Ying-yu Chuan)
Brilliant People  photo provider— 8Bz AL BRI S MZAE EEES2UTE HEF (Chu-fang Chuang, CEO of Showhuo Charity Fund in Changhua County )
ZER (SPNP)

RES Ly HEsIE

Volunteer Chu-fang Chuang; a Pilgrim to the Mountains
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For Chu-fang Chuang, the man who has climbed the Top 100 Peaks in Taiwan,
those mountains were once so vague in his memory of rushing all the way to the
top. He didn’t really appreciate the magnificent natural beauty of mountains until he
became a volunteer patrol for Shei-Pa National Park. Even a lightning strike at work
didn’t stop his love for mountains and he continues to promote the concept of safe

mountaineering.
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n enthusiast about public service
Aand CEO of Showhuo Charity Fund,
Chu-fang Chuang is always busy with
charity programs in Changhua County. On
holidays his whole family would join him to
volunteer for community activities.

When the longer Chinese New Year
holidays come, Chuang is still busy, and
even his wife and 3 daughters would
come to help. “I am on duty on New Year
holidays,” Chuang says with a smile on
his face. Bringing sufficient food and
clothes with them, they’d drive around
the northern part of Taiwan to Yilan
County and through the branch of Cross-
Island Highway to the trailhead of Syue
Mountain in Shei-Pa National Park. The
nearly one-month-long voluntary service
is a significant annual event for Chuang’s
family.

Syueshan Glacial Cirques (by Jeng-hao Yu, provided by SPNP)
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A Volunteer Career Supported
by Family

Chuang says, “We are a family of
volunteers. Both my wife and | are volunteer
patrols for Shei-Pa, and our daughters all
look forward to the trip there every year.”
Since his first time on duty at the trailhead
of Syue Mountain in 1995, they have spent
every New Year holiday there. Through his
training, their daughters also help to offer
introduction about specific scenic sites or
DIY toys to the tourists.

It is hard to devote one’s time and passion
to volunteer unconditionally, and even harder
to have the active support from the whole
family. Chuang is very grateful to his family,
especially to his wife Bi-ling Cheng.

Chuang was very active as a student
and always took charge of the planning of
different funfests. He joined Green Land
Association then and started mountain-
climbing with senior associates. Since 1984,
he had conquered the Top 100 Peaks in
3 years and passed his qualification for a
mountain guide.




SWIRMRBEIUEZE

TR R B | IR MBRVERE  ALEISIFR
Ay BHE  TREE LR EMRBIET
WIE - IEBREREE A BA—BZEHMIRE
B BEREKEBERESERE EAEFILO
BHES IR RRTT  BABRRMREL
HISEE - R DIRTRRVARZY - IR LATRZUIE S
HNER =A% ] i~ BT RRE
FRAZZI T

BMETEMEEERER WO HEE T
RAENSR  ARFEE L OTEWE - e N8
- NRMFAREREILRESE WAL 198 74
BETERIBRES _MaE #eikied
B BITRERFHIL  ERSLIRYEBES -

1£19944F  EFFRNE XA EEEIL
FHEEE—HEABRILEMMER AR
ST (BREEH/REED) - #EESILEE
ERAEFSEME LA NEE
RAREBERABEE—MEILUET EEE
THIRFAR U RRECEZERHEIL
SEMPIL - EEILE KERBIEAR
REXAZARKIR ~ BhE R SARRVE LI AR -

MIFA A AR EA BB R E SR EHLEDS
RZERE - TR AR EME TR 1
HEIBREZ RS MBEINAZTHSL
BLHITTS - IEEFSEED IR EM
LIARESFILTIE > —ERkR  — @2
FKIAARBEERER HETILILAEREEL
FHRIRE T RIBEME—E & LA
o M BRI AR SRR AL ©

Overlooking
the Beauty of Mountains

Chuang regrets that, in his youth, he
climbed the mountains only to conquer the
peak. When he followed the company on the
way to the peak, he simply concentrated in
the hiking without looking up to admire the
beauty of the Nature. The moment he arrived
the peak, all he did was eagerly looking for
the triangle point, leaving the iron mark and
then going down immediately.

When he completed the conquering, he
had little impression of the process and
sometimes didn’'t even remember where
the entrance to a mountain was. So in 1987
he started to reconsider the significance of
mountaineering, and led the team to climb
for the second time, at a slower pace to
explore the mountains in depth.

In 1994 when Shei-Pa National Park
recruited the first team of volunteer patrols
with mountaineering know-how, Chuang
immediately enrolled in. the team’s service
includes helping to clean the environment,
manage the lodge, patrol the conservation
routes, ensure the security of water
resources and check up on the routes after
typhoons, etc.

In the beginning his wife would go with
Chuang to work. “It turns out that my wife
spends more days there than the other
volunteer patrols, and soon she joins the
team, too.” When they clean the environment,
he serves as the carrier and she the cook.
The couple enjoy the public service and
refuse to take the transportation subsidy.

1

1 RILEMR (ZSEERELE i
HRHE)
Juniperus squamata (by
Jeng-hao Yu, provided by
SPNP)
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To re-acquaint himself as a volunteer
with the Nature, Chuang was roused to
feel for the mountains deeply. He comes
to appreciate the wondering clouds, the
blooming alpine flowers and the serene
black forest in the winter. He now hears the
birds chirping and the creeks murmuring,
feels the cool breeze and smells the fresh air
filled with phytoncid. All these are something
that he had never experienced during his
hasty climbing to the peaks in the past.
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Surviving the Lightning Strike

The Fortune suddenly decided to test
his love for the Nature. On April 20, 2001,
Chuang and his wife were on their way to
help the Park staff to survey the Wuling
Quadruple trail system. A heavy storm
came at 7am, accompanied by thunder
and lightning from the dark clouds. As they
were walking on Tao Mountain Trail, lightning
struck the trash bag on his back and he
fainted on the spot.

People immediately move the lifeless
Chuang into the tent, and revive him through
massaging his heart. He was then carried to
the glade waiting for the rescue chopper. But
it was difficult for the chopper to land in the
bad weather. “Fortunately, around 3pm the
fog became thin for a while, and the Seagull
Rescue Troop finally managed to land.”
Chuang thought he was blessed by the god,
for the entire mountain was wrapped in fog
again when the chopper left.

Chuang was sent to the hospital in
Changhua for treatment, and his wife hurried
down the mountain. When she reached the
hospital at midnight, she was relieved to see
that Chuang was sitting on the bed, chatting
happily with his friends.

N
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BRI
Clouds of Guanwu (by by
Jeng-hao Yu, provided by
SPNP)
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Niltava vivida (by Da-cing Jhou,
provided by SPNP)

HEE IS A 200157 E MK LLTE
TRINEZERE (IHEF =D
In 2001, Chu-fang Chuang
was struck by lightning on
Tao Mountain (provided by
Chu-fang Chuang)
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Loving the Mountains
All the Time

“In fact at that time | was suffering
from rhabdomyolysis and might die from
ARF. Though the doctor gave me a lot of
IV infusion, my life was still at stake. But
somehow | felt myself in pretty good spirit.”
To comfort his family and friends, Chuang
told them jokingly that he was recharged by
the lightning and would become stronger to
carry more trash in the future. After staying
in the hospital for two months, Chuang
was regarded as a hero and called “Uncle
Lightning” by the kids of his fellow volunteers.
The title later also appears on his business
card.

“After the lightning strike, | have realized that
people must be humble. The mountains are
not conquerable by the wee human beings,”

sighed Chuang. Now a go-getter in life, he
loves the Nature all the same, and even feel
grateful to that bag of trash on his back.
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Working on the Syue Mountain every New
Year holiday, Chuang has made friends with
many mountaineers. He’'d treat the visitors
with candies, and this year he gave out 100
kilos of candies. “The most important thing
is to get along happily with other people. |
love being a volunteer and make it a service
career to offer the best service to fellow
mountaineers.” A volunteer patrol does not
have to work only on the mountain, and now
Chuang often try to promote safe mountain-
climbing to the public in the city, hoping to
bring everybody closer to the mountains.

;ﬁ:‘}ﬁ%% /J\ﬁ%% Chu-fang Chuang
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The cartoon and title of
Uncle Lightning appears
on Chuang’s business
card (by Ann-hua Chuang)
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In New Year holidays, the
climbers crowded into
Trailhnead Service Station
of Syue Mountain (provided
by Chu-fang Chuang)
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Abies kawakamii (by Jeng-hao
Yu, provided by SPNP)
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Chu-fang Chuang was once a vet and awarded Top 10 Environment Protection Volunteers in Taiwan.

He is now a conservation volunteer for Shei-Pa National Park, CEO of Showhuo Charity Fund in
Changhua County, and High Commissioner for the Social Welfare Department of Show Chwan
Hospital.
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