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Ecotourism 1n National Parks
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ne of the purposes of establishing
Onational parks is to provide people easy
access to parks, so that they could experience
nature, relax, enjoy family trips while cultivating
respect and appreciate of life and knowledge in
conservation. Major missions of national parks
in Taiwan are also conservation, research and
sustainable utilization (including tourism) of
natural landscapes. Management and facilities
(gardens, roads, scenic spots, architecture
and infrastructure, etc.) are designed to allow
tourists to enjoy nature more safely. This is a
positive goal, and park authorities have indeed
shown good results in achieving this goal.
What people typically call a “nature tour”,
however, is and should be an “ecotourism”
in essence. The current nature tour is offered
within the territory of national parks and the
landscapes are utilized as an asset, while an
“ecotourism”
“people”,
are obviously different in key management
concepts and approaches.

is based on management of
i.e. “tourists”. The two types of tour

In principle the management of nature
tours focuses on tourist safety. Tourists are
provided easy access to sites where they
can enjoy themselves. Therefore nature tour
management focuses on transportation,
scenic spots, food and lodging plus guide
services and nature experiences. This
type of management targets “landscapes”
and the goal is to offer landscapes and
services to tourists. An ecotourism, on the
other hand, takes on a completely different
management approach. Ecotourism
management targets “tourists”. Although
landscapes are also offered, it is designed
to provide many more special services to
tourists and at the same time demands
more from them. More specifically,
ecotourism means tours of responsibility,
conservation, learning and concern.
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Ecotourism management targets tourists.

In addition to.offering natural landscapes and services,
ecotourism industry must also ask specific responsibilities of tourists.
More specifically, an ecotourism should be a tour about responsibility,

conservation, education and concern.
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A tour of responsibility means that all tourists entering
a national park should have a “sense of responsibility”
towards the land beneath their feet and their activities
carried out on the land. This calls for self-discipline,
consideration of the disturbance inflicted on the local
ecosystem and an awareness of the impact on the
ecosystem after leaving the park.

A tour of conservation means that tourists in the park
should have a basic understanding about conservation
and act out accordingly. They must not damage the
plants, pollute the water source and the land or disturb the
wildlife and their habitat. People going on a conservation
tour have to keep in mind ecological ethics concerning
the relationship between man, non-human life and the
environment. It would be appropriate to call a conservation
tour a “tour of ecological ethics”.

A tour of education means that in addition to being
aware of their responsibility towards nature and that the
nature needs conservation efforts, ecotourism tourists
should also know that they are going on a tour of learning.
They would learn to fulfill their responsibility in conservation,
understand natural phenomena and processes in visited
sites and spread their knowledge after leaving the park.

Finally, an ecotourism is a tour of concern. Tourists
should be concerned about the residents within and near
the parks so that these residents would be benefited from
tourism in the park. This is what people might call “economic
concern”. Tourists should also be concerned about the
culture and languages of local minority groups and show
respect and appreciation. Meanwhile, national parks
should allocate part of its earnings from tourism to benefit
the welfare of local residents. Parks should further prevent
enterprises from investing in local tourism for their own gain
and invest the profits in other enterprises unrelated to the
welfare of the residents.

As such, an ecotourism is not a materialistic tour but
a humanistic one. Its management targets “man”, and
not “land”.
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