L]

Expert's Views

106

22 ¢HH Kuang-chung Lee
HERBARMIPEE
Ph.D. University College London
RECEABRBERHR
BB TR R
Associate Professor of
Graduate Institute of Ecology
and Environmental Education,
National Hualien University of
Education

Y ETE /A

L~ BE1982F T R — EEIRAE iz
 semose T4 E1 BRI
RPREERAR S HER6EEZRAER
BB 126E L RS - AT &R AR
EEFCNEREERBENEEEE -
AREPR20F[SHEEBRHKRA
BRI PKE AR "3CL T RBE
(Conservation) ~#¥§E (Capacity-building) A
&8 (Communication) ; TERIZR AR MRS
TtEREILEI - p i #E R EF
WELTM - R T BRAEBDIREE - 88
FHUPWRRLABFTERAREENRE B
K BHRANAL  REABRAINSEEE
BABHFERBIZEE - IEARAEMNEE
BB AMPKEM S WABAREERAN
FNMAMZF TEBRE LAAXERE
EEMRERBHE  DUEERRARNREE
B[R IRIE - KB SHKERE - LU
FHFZHITNEER D MBRNEE
BEENE2AVEBERET 1E20FRIFTRE
HWERARTHREEBRIANE IR ESR
RFACRIPEE Y !

NEAEZFHED

Calling for the Establishment of National Park Agency

MEXERCBERKAER
Nahanni National Park in Canag@ﬂ_

t has been more than 25 years since the first
national park in Taiwan was established in
1982. With the exception of Dongsha Marine
National Park established in January 2007, all
other 6 are over 12 years old. Suffice to say,
the establishment of national parks in Taiwan
has come to the management phase.
Different to 20 years ago, now the
challenges faced by national parks in Taiwan
belong to a category of “3 C” —
capacity-building and communication

conservation,

since the park types comprise mountain,
urban and marine. To cope with
globe transformation, all types of national

cultural,

parks in Taiwan need different professional
conservation policies, measures and men
of talents, and the present organization
structure and management of different
levels need capacity building. The parks
need the public support via various ways
of communication and public participation
to promote the sustainable development of
the environment, economy and society of
parks and their periphery. All these require
a new capacity, while effective management
is based on a healthy organization that
is beyond the past administrative system
designed 20 years ago.
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In USA, Canada and most countries,
there is always an independent and dedicated national park agency or bureau for major national parks.
National parks in Taiwan have to advance to keep up with other countries by
establishing the National Park Agency as a dedicated tertiary office under MOI.
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The central administrative body that has authority over
national parks is Construction and Planning Agency,
Ministry of the Interior, whose operation also covers
urban planning and construction management, etc. and
therefore has decentralized professionals and resources.
The National Parks Division under CPA is under-leveled
with insufficient staff to effectively maneuver an integrated
capacity. Though belonging to different authorities, e.g.,
Environment Department in Japan, South Korea and
Australia, Interior Department in USA, and Department
of Canadian Heritage in Canada, there is always an
independent and professional national park agency or
bureau for major national parks in other countries. National
parks in Taiwan have to advance and reorganize basically
to keep up with other countries.

In the Draft Amendments to Organizational Act of the
Executive Yuan, it is decided to establish the Ministry of
Environmental Resources, whose major charge covers
national parks and other types of protected areas. It is
expected to administer to the establishment of a national
system of protected areas. However, an issue remains
unsolved regarding to the establishment of an agency or
bureau to integrate the national park system and under
CPA and the protected areas system under Forestry
Bureau. Though a perfect idea, it is difficult to merge
different but equivalent systems under different authorities.
It is suggested that, instead of leaving it undecided,
it is better to establish a “National Park Agency” and
“National Conservation Agency” first under the Ministry
of Environmental Resources to take charge of national
parks and other types of protected areas while both are
integrated by the Ministry, or at least establish National
Park Agency.
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