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Beautiful, blue Kenting waters seen from Kenting Youth Center. / by Kuo
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Everlasting and Rich Culture

Experience the Beauty of Traditional Architectures in National Parks
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n addition to their abundant natural resources, Taiwan's
|nationa| parks also contain rich historical culture,
representing different types of beauty of this majestic
landscape. Varied historical cultures are adequately
exhibited in national parks, in vigorous Kenting, local
affection is conveyed by Kenting Youth Activity Center;
in Kinmen, an aged city with ample relics, and traditional
settlements are turned into guest houses; in Yangmingshan
with lush green, Yangmingshuwu and Japanese hot spring
architectures tell of the elapsed glory. Through the cover
story in this issue, readers are to be introduced into the
beauty of national parks from a whole new angle.
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Fusion of History

The feelings of Kenting, the heart of the youths
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Ornate roof ridge and painting. / by Kuo
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Kenting in Taiwan's southernmost tip may seem
only known for its sun, beach, and coral reefs instead
of history and culture.

The charm of the Fujian settlements-
A Night to Remember for A thousand

Years

That is far from the truth; Hengchun Peninsula has
world-class Er-luan-bi ruins that depict the history of
Austronesian culture. The ancient buildings on this
land are built to stand against the strong mountain
wind that can even lift up cars by having short eaves
and alleys established in the verandas.

Kenting always enjoys a large number of tourists
and travels from all over the world. Besides its
natural sceneries, the traditional buildings here rich in
Taiwanese culture are also great attractions that are
waiting to be discovered by foreign guests.

Before Kenting National Park was established, the
world-class Kenting Youth Center was designed by
the well-known architect, Bao-de Han, who utilized
sophisticated traditional methods upon the request of
China Youth Corps. After the Center was opened, it
instantly became a must-see place for tourists.

The Center was constructed starting in February
of 1981 and completed in July of 1983. Taking up 24
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compounds. They are named after the 9 most
common family names in Taiwan, such as Chen's
Ying-chuan House, Lin's Hsi-he House, Huang's
Jiang-hsia House, and Tsai's Ji-yang House. Many
young students have stayed here on school trips

Py - BRI BE o RRM  and are able to leamn about the family names and
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buildings play the role of cultural successors.
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Fusion of Tradition and Innovation

Kenting Youth Center is not really a historical building, but
its design is nothing short of being cultural. Its designers
traveled around Kinmen and Taiwan to study Fujian-styled
buildings, gathered their qualities, and came up with this
beautiful building. The red brick walls are of the Fujian style,
and the living quarters are mostly compound buildings. The
church and the meeting room are of traditional academy
elements. The arrangement of the buildings is of the
traditional Fujian style. In addition, the ridge of the roof of the
Center is also full of secrets. Generally, Fujian buildings come
in two styles: “the swallow's tail” and “the horse back; the
former is utilized in temples or wealthy people’ homes, where
as the latter is popular in common households. Kenting
Youth Center's compounds use the horse back design,
while the academy, Jing-e Temple and the restaurant have
the “swallow’s tail” style.
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Beautiful, blue Kenting waters seen from Kenting Youth Center. / by Kuo
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Classic buildings in Kenting. / by Kuo
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This place is a complete integration of ancient
architectural wisdom and craftsmanship. In this
lively place in which young students' laughter is
often heard, traditional and modern elements exist
in harmony instead of conflicts, giving a sense of
the younger generations passing on the traditional
treasures and culture.

What is also worth mentioning is that these class
buildings have modern and convenient interiors and
facilities, so travelers can rest assured their needs will
be addressed. Many backpackers from around the
world often choose to stay here for a night as this is
the only way to make sure their trips to Taiwan are
complete!

The beautiful Kenting Youth Center has become
one of the liveliest and unique landmarks in Kenting.
Not only historic ruins can pass on history and
promote tradition; with Bao-de Han's sophisticated
workds, Kenting National Park now enjoys an
everlasting building rich in Taiwan's culture besides its
sun, ocean, blue sky, tourists, waves, and beaches.
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Elegance and Grace
under Fire

Kinmen Giving New Life
to Traditional Buildings
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inmen is an island located at the frontier of China and has seen many war
Kactions. During the cross-strait battles, this island was the Taiwan's first
line of defense, and its strict military control has unexpectedly well preserved its
traditional villages during Taiwan's economical development. The villages have
Fujian-styled buildings, Western-styled buildings, historical sites, traditional
religious practice, folk festivities, and other folk culture.

With the improving cross-strait relations, Kinmen was relieved of its military
restrictions in 1992 and mainland Chinese tourists were allowed to visit
Kinmen in the following year. Soon afterwards, many old houses in Kinmen's
traditional villages were dismantled due to residential needs or abandoned due
to complicated ownership problems. The traditional villages were gradually
fading. In 1995, the first national park that focuses on preserving culture and
history — Kinmen National Park, was established. In order to preserve the
precious buildings and culture and let the future generations witness their
ancestors' wisdom, KMNP Headguarters has been actively restoring the old
houses and put them into more use.
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These historically meaningfully and ancient buildings
have been breathed in a new life and turned into
guest house / provided by KMNP, taken by Dong-
kun Liao




BRRAMMMERERERERDEBEERDEDE
Y ~ NHERERIMFRCVERINGE - ZFIEREIZLRE
Y - FIERRAEIEESH FIREE SN EEMERE » BE
FEREIWEME  BE » BFRERNE - FLl > £
ERRIMERNTIELAEMEZESBREIHIVE - %B
ESEENDE  SERRBEESRERETE
mEN  WEEHEREERE - BABENGRE EZE
it REMEE > HEEREEEEIEEEEI0
T IELBARERENEZEE  BWFHE - L5

_.J‘_!'

¥ \\\\‘\»!

Cover Story HIERE 2207007

Different from other areas in which the locals rejecting the
idea of their houses being viewed as “historical buildings
that cannot be dismantled,” people in Kinmen welcome
this idea and believe it is a proud thing to do if their ancient
buildings can be restored for tourists to see. Therefore,
KMNP and Kinmen County Government have provided
incentives to encourage the locals to repair their old buildings
and provided surface rights for KMNP to restore and
repair the damaged or unoccupied old houses and their
foundations for 30 years. These historically meaningfully
and ancient buildings have been breathed in a new life and

» BIRANZERE - BRUEHE / ERIER
n here is the Shan-hou village. / provided by KMNP
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turned into guest houses that the locals are proud of. These
old-styled yet tough houses will become an example of in-
depth travel with the help from KMNP and Kinmen County
Government.

“Reusing the old houses” is a simple slogan that requires
a huge amount of effort and hard work. Old houses have
to be repaired and maintained, and choosing, educating,
managing guest house managers and developing tourism
are no easy tasks, either. After KMNP was established
in 1995, the effort on renewing the old house started to
take place. The only way to protect the old houses is to
restore them and have people live in them .More than 60
buildings have been registered with KMNP for restoration,
and had been repaired 43 buildings now. From a long-term
perspective, the example of the restoration of old houses in
Kinmen will provoke the same effort in other areas.

New Life in the Ancient Houses Full of History

In KMNP's plan, turning the traditional villages into guest
houses is only a temporary task. With the guest houses and
tourists, what we should then do is to let tourists experience
the real Kinmen life by tasting the fried rice cake, marinated
eggs, yoke cakes and knowing about the traditional
festivities and practices here. What we really want to do is to
completely preserve our traditional practices and religions,
which would be the real way to attract tourists,”
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Classic design of Shui-tou guest house. / provided

Related hardware and software upgrades are being
actively implemented. KMNP conducts bidding for the
restored old houses in order to attract people who are
interested in turning them into guest houses. Bidding is only
open to those who meet certain requirements. Therefore,
if you were interested in opening your own guest house in
Kinmen, you would have to come up with a creative proposal
saying how your guest house will stand out in its own way.
KMNP has also prepared management and tour related
courses that help guest house owners turn into tour guides
who in turn would educate tourists.

These old-house guest houses are getting more and
more famous, but more efforts are needed for promoting
ecological and education tourism. KMNP also wishes
communities around the old houses to develop and
have some traditional shops to entertain tourists. Li
enthusiastically stated that they also wish artists would come
traditions and turn this place into a town of work here as to
put new life to Kinmen's culture and arts.

These houses are the results of ancestors who had
traveled afar and worked hard, and now they have turned
into recreational sites that attract tourists from Taiwan and
other countries. Whether you want to visit Kinmen or even
want to be a owner of an ancient house, you can check
KMNP's website where there is detailed information on
ancient houses, transportation, stories of the houses, and
guest house billing rates and decorations — even bidding.
Want to be a temporary owner of a traditional house? Just
come to Kinmen!
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by KMNP To conduct the guest house keeper the art of

2. ELRERBND / EER management. / provided by KMNP
The inside guest house of Namsan / by Shu-yi 4. KEBSREN » s ENERSE / SERIEH »
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Cozy rooms in Shui-tou guest house. / provided
by KMNP, taken by Ming-yi Li R
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Elegance and Education in the Woods

Yangmingshan National Park

t is difficult not to lose one's self in the peaceful forest trails

under the sun. Yangmingshan, a popular holiday getaway
for people in Taiwan is only minutes away from the crowded
city. Besides the sceneries and wild life, Yangmingshan also
has many stories about Taiwan, waiting to be heard.

Warm and Elegant Japanese Architecture

There are many Japanese buildings hidden in the
woods of Yangmingshan waiting to be discovered. During
the Japanese dominance, Yangmingshan's cool climate,
beautiful surrounding, and delightful hot springs made it a
popular attraction for the Japanese. To accommodate the
guests, many inns, guest houses, and hotels were built
exquisitely. Despite the passage of time, many Japanese
buildings are still well preserved, and their craftsmanship and
premium material are the reasons why these half-a-century
old wooden houses are still able to express their beauty.
Integrated with Taiwanese culture, these well preserved
buildings have attracted scholars from Japan to study them.

“Many wooden houses were destroyed in the atomic
bomb explosion, thus the Japanese wooden houses in
Taiwan are extremely important,” said Chung-dwan Kuo.
Having studied in Japan, Kuo is the leader in landscaping in
Taiwan and was in charge of projects such as Dongshanhe
Park and Beitou Hot Spring Park. She has brought new life
to Taiwan's landscaping with the Japanese approach.
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Taipei Teacher's In-Service Education Center on Yangming Rd. is also a historical building. / by Wan-jing Lai
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Warm and Elegant Japanese Architecture, the previous site of Taiwan Bank Guest House / provided by LEF
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YMNP has asked Kuo to study the Japanese buildings in
Yangmingshan. After surveys, Kuo has listed 13 buildings
that are of greater values, and five of which, including AIT
Guess House and the yard, AlIT Japanese House, Taipower
Guest House, NTU Principal's House, and NTU Club have
been granted the status as historic spots.

16 others are located in Yangmingshan's front sections.
Besides the well-known Grass Mountain Royal Guest House
and Teacher Study Center, Kuo also recommends Kuokuang
Living Quarters to be included as a historic spot. Other
buildings such as International Hotel all should be carefully
preserved due their values.

“Japanese buildings have unique qualities, and the beauty
they express with the test of time cannot be matched by
contemporary buildings,” said Kuo. The Japanese buildings
in Taiwan are unique since they include local Taiwanese
elements. Their feature is the wooden bone with stone walls.
The interior is purely Japanese styled, and the outer walls
are stacked with stones in Yangmingshan. At the first glance,
they appear to be Western-styled buildings.

“The Japanese enjoy soaking in the hot spring in a
spot with great views, and this is why the recreational hot
springs are often located in areas with great views, making
the old buildings rich in tourism values.” Some of them
are dismantled or having the valuable material being taken
away due to a lack of protective laws. With sadness, Kuo
indicated that renovating Japanese buildings is not easy,
and sometimes it is necessary to hire experienced craftsmen
from Japan in order to ensure the renovated houses still
look traditional. Kuo said that since the Japanese tend to
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The building has witnessed the passage of time. /

provided by Yangmingshuwu
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be shorter, the doorframe is also lower, and some houses'
doorframes were raised too high to be Japanese-styled
anymore after renovations. A house was renovated with
hardwood floor without a single nail or tenon, but the floor
was later completely stolen, and the techniques were forever
lost.

Time waits for no one, and these Japanese buildings are
aging with every passing second. No match to concrete
buildings, a wooden building that stays intact for 50 years
can be called a historic spot. Therefore, it is important for
us to appreciate these buildings that have become a part of
Taiwan's culture and pass them onto our future generations.

During your next visit to Yangmingshan, perhaps you can
go discover these buildings besides enjoying the flowers and
the night view. Although they can only be observed from a
distance, it is certainly wished that these invaluable treasures
will be opened to the public after proper care and for us to
experience the past history.

Yangmingshuwu Home of Renowned Scholars
Originally named “Chung Hsin Guest House,”
Yangmingshuwu was constructed in 1969 and opened in
1970, and it was originally built to accommodate Mr. and
Mrs. Kai-shek Jiang and their guests. After Jiang passed
away in 1975, the place was neglected for 4 years before
Commissioner Hsih of KMT moved here in 1979 along

3. —1BIFR - EARARBEREEARIERE / 5
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The 1F lobby. The photo shows the style of the
family. / provided by Yangmingshuwu

The 1F office still shows how grand the building is.

/ provided by Yangmingshuwu
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with historical files on Jiang. The place was then named
“Yangmingshuwu.”

Located on Chung-hsing Rd. next to YMNP's flower
clock, Yangmingshuwu is a two-story Chinese courtyard
architecture. The front year covered in flowers leads to the
main hall decorated with traditional Chinese elements such
as furniture made of mahogany. The hall is decorated exactly
the same as how it was in the earlier days, with only new
curtains and chair covers. The east-wing reception room
was designed to accommodate foreign leaders and VIPs;
however, after Taiwan left the UN in 1971, this beautiful
section never really had a chance to be seen.

Although those days are distant memories, this aged
building still has new values to be discovered. In 1996, KMT
decided to donate this place to MOI. After YMNP's lengthy
renovation, this place was official opened on 1998.6.27.
From now on, Yangmingshuwu has become a great place for
reliving the history as well as a historical attraction.

Having kept the original appearance and historical files,
Yangmingshuwu has tour guide services that help visitors
learn about Jiang. Besides history, this place is also a perfect
demonstration of the Chinese garden art, with plants grown
according to the climate such as tea trees and plum trees
and exotic stones in ponds full of elegant fish. This place is
also an excellent observatory for viewing Taipei basin and
Mt. Shamao, and the lovely sceneries attract tourists year
around. Nowadays many tourists from mainland China come
here to be closer to the historical figures and the ancient

memories.
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