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Restoration of the East Line of
Dalu Forest Road

Returning to
Mt. Dabajian with a
Grateful Heart

FREHIE Interview & text $85EiE Wan-ching Lai

%5 Photographer /&5 Chi-hao Huang ~ 22ttt Hsih-Chung An ~
BUSSHE Cheng-hao Yu ~ B3EJT Jin-yuan Dai

FFRIREE Special thanks to " BE MBS Director Lin Ching of SPNP
EEREFEIARY FEIEL Kun-lin Chen of SPNP

E:Z Translator /3&k5¥H James Chang
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ver since Wu-feng Township was seriously damaged

by Typhoon Alli in 2004, Mt. Dabajian has been closed
to the public. This sage at the elevation of 3,492 metes has
thus been sealed off from public attention.

There are many legends about Mt. Dabajian. To the Tayals,
it is a sacred mountain as well as the home to the spirits
of their ancestors. It is also said that the love of those who
stand at the peak and shout out the names whom they
adore would be answered.
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Mountain of the Century — Mt. Dabajian /” provided by SPNP, taken by Hsih-chung An
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Barrel-shaped Magnificence

To mountaineers, Mt. Dabajian is the mountain of the
century. The barrel-shape and weathered cliffs distinguish
itself from others. Ever since the Forestry Bureau removed
the ladders in the southeast side in 1991, visitors can only
access the bottom of the mountain. “Instead of reaching
the peak, it is more meaningful to look at the peak from the
bottom.” said Director Ching Lin.

The forest roads in Dalu were heavily damaged by
Typhoon Aili four years ago, which almost completely
destroyed Wu-feng Township in Hsinchu County. Tuchang
Checkpoint and Dalu Forest Road, the entrance to Mt.
Dabajian, were also covered in mudslide, denying any
access to the mountain.

However, teaching the public about the environment and
cherishing nature is also national parks' duties. Ever since
his inauguration in 2006, Director Lin has started opening
up the popular attractions inside SPNP to the public,
including Yulun Trail in Guan-wu and Shei-jian Recreation
Area where visitors can see the Phase Alternating Line.
In the woods surrounded by clouds, visitors get to
experience the beauty of nature that is full of life after
recovering from a natural disaster.
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Yulun Trail near Guan-wu Station » visitors can
sightseeing now. / by Chi-hao Huang
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The memorial statue in Guan-wu Station in honor of
the veterans who sacrificed their lives in constructing
the Dalu Forest Road. / by Wan-ching Lai

Magnificence Once Again

“It's true that Taiwan's mountaineering society has rather
been quiet for the past 4 years when Mt. Dabajian was
closed.” said Lin. Dalu Forest Road has the main, east, and
west route. The west route leads to Guan-wu Recreation
Area that is managed by the Forestry Bureau, and the east
one leads to the entrance of Mt. Dabajian. After a series of
typhoons, the soil of Dalu Forest Road — especially the east
route, has become very soft and susceptible to collapse
after heavy rainfall. Knowing the importance of repairing
the east route and the soil quality, Lin has consulted with
scholars and mountaineering groups, and some of them
requested tarmac surfacing in order to allow bus access to
the entrance. “However, it is very likely that the costly tarmac
surface would be damaged by train, which would be a very
unwise decision.” said Lin.

In order to once again open Mt. Dabajian to the public
after four years, the east route of Dalu Forest Road is being
repaired as efficiently as possible by maintaining the original
gravel surface that allows 4WD and 9-passenger buses to
pass, taking mountaineers directly to the entrance without
having to walk for 20km with the heavy gear. “More people
would be willing to access the mountain if they didn't have
to walk the 20km since they would have more energy for
enjoying the mountain.” said Director Lin.
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Ever since Wu-feng Township was seriously
damaged by Typhoon Aili in 2004, Dalu Forest Road
has been closed to the public. / by Wan-ching Lai
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The road repairing was done in an urgent manner
with boulders and steel beams for stabilizing the
surface. / by Wan-ching Lai
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However, the restoration of the east
route is certainly not easy, and the forest
road almost certain collapses whenever
a typhoon comes. Nevertheless, the
news of Mt. Dabajian to be opened in
September is attracting much attention
from mountaineers who are getting
prepared, and this is why the team at
National Park Quarterly visited the east
route to know about the latest status.
Unexpectedly, the two typhoons in this
July have collapsed several sections of
the east route, and our reports could
only reach the 12K marker when the
forest road that could be accessed
by 4WD vehicles was damaged and
covered in fallen rocks and trees. Kun-lin
Chen pointed out that these are actually
small problems compared to previous
ones such as lost roadbed.

Before the typhoons, the narrow
east route could allow small buses to
pass, but the road condition has only
been worsened after being sealed off
for years, and now only high-ground
clearance 4WD vehicles could access
the road. SPNP has restored the road by
using large boulders with steel beams to
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The soil of the road gets very soft after a typhoon, and fallen rocks often block the road after rain. / by Wan-

ching Lai

27 BEBEMRRSE - HE ERaETE - BBREER

The two typhoons in July are what caused the fallen rocks on the forest road. / by Wan-ching Lai
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Beautiful seas of clouds in Guan-wu / provided by SPNP, taken by Cheng-hao Yu
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stabilize the road and guard rails in certain sections. Despite
the bumpy ride, the gravel road surface is rather natural.
Since the east route is the only way leads to Mt. Dabajian,
the mountain lovers would appreciate the natural elements
incorporated in the road restoration.
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Barriers are seen in several road sections. / by Wan-ching

Lai
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Beauty of Dabajian

As the beauty of Mt. Dabajian is about to be seen by
the public once again, the peripherals also need to be
upgraded. Besides the east route, the issue of boarding for
mountaineers also has to be solved. Before Jiu-jiu Village
and Chung-ba Mountain House are completed, only 150
visitors are currently allowed per day, which should be
increased to 300 in the future.

Local tourism was severely hurt when the road was sealed
off. Many stores were closed, and the only one left now is
Shei-pa Leisure Farm. Due to the bad road conditions, the
locals now transport visitors with 9-seat buses and have
guides to help visitors understand the changes caused by
typhoons. “Some people might not understand why the
road was sealed off for 4 years? How hard could it be to fix
it? However, it is not necessarily a bad thing to leave nature
alone and take a breath after it has been hit by a serious of
typhoons.” said Lin sincerely.

Mt. Dabajian originally had iron ladders that allowed
people of all ages to reach the peak; now, however, those
who really love and respect the mountain should give it
back the peace and tranquility it deserves, and only those
who take the challenge can understand the magnificence
and holiness of this sacred place. Today, the east route that
once lied under rocks and broken foundation has finally been
restored thanks to SPNP, and visitors now can reach Mt.
Dabajian and start their pilgrimage by bus. To those who love
the woods and being close to this scared cliff, the long wait
has sure been worth it.
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After climbing over the mud and rocks, it looked like we
could walk through the rest of the road without a problem.
/ by Chi-hao Huang

Director Lin opens up the famous attractions in SPNP. / by

Wan-ching Lai
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Dabajian Mountain:
A world-known fantastic mountain

The exterior team of Full Record of Taiwan has ever tracked
Holy ridgeline to visit the path extending from Syue Mountain to
Dabajian Mountain, a route claimed to be the most astounding
against the skyline of Taiwan, and to contact this tantastic
mountain through the east line of Dalu Forest Road.

In the past four years, recuperative Dabajian Mountain has
bred rich ecological views such as birds, butterflies, trees and
plants, etc:---- as if they were the precious gift given by this holy
mountain to greet long-lost visitors. The team of Full Record of
Taiwan originally anticipated returning to Dabajian Mountain with
staff of Shei-pa National Park Headquarters, aiming to present
the first-hand frame to all the Taiwanese people. However,
probably due to the eternal truth that “a good gain takes
long pain” , the unexpected visiting of Typhoon Kalmaegi and
Typhoon Phoenix successively hindered us from heading for
the mountain, and thus the shooting plan was postponed. The
work of our exterior team was far from easy. The rebuilt Eastern
Dalu Forest Road is about to be open so that four-wheel drive
vehicles can have direct access to the trailhead. Our exterior
team departed for the mountain before the road opening,
when vehicles were forbade to enter some half-finished parts
of this road. Thus, our team had no choice but to walk for
20 kilometers to the trailhead with only half energy left before
getting the work started, and this exhausting process even
brought down our muscular team members. Fortunately, future
mountain climbers are immune from suffering these pains since
Full Record of Taiwan has shouldered the full responsibility of
reporting the bumpy and cragged Eastern Dalu Forest Road so
that climbers who have missed Dabajian Mountain for four years
can store up their energy and concentrate on appreciating the
beauty of this fantastic mountain.






