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Photographer Rong-chin Yu
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eing a small island does not keep Taiwan from having
diverse and distinct seasonal features and forest forms.

In the tropical Taiwan, plans are diverse and abundant; despite
the limitations regarding temperature, geology, and climate in
mountains located at 3,000m or higher, forest forms still change
with the four seasons and attract visitors. In order to go up the
mountain trails and see the beautiful woods in person, you would
have to have knowledge about their growth as well as stamina
and proper but often heavy gear.
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Like straight paint brushes, the white woods and the red Sorbus randaiensis form a strong contrast and a sense of seasonal change against the blue sky.
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Rhododendron pseudochrysanthum Hay and Mt. Hehuan, showing the rich life nurtured by nature.
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Brilliance after Trial & Error

Being a professional mountain guide, Rong-chin Yu
knows Taiwan's mountains inside out and has lead many
others who share the same passion into the mountains. Yu
is also a mountain photographer with more than 20 years
of experience who is able to capture the amazing sceneries
with his sophisticated skills and share them with people who
do not have the time to go to the mountains.

Yu loves mountains and climbing in the free time, and
this is why our first impression of him was a fit and healthy
man. Having studied in architectures, Yu is now more than
50 years old and always learning, and he is knowledgeable
in terms of traditional cameras, DSLRs, photoshop, and
computer scanning.
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The misty forest seems asleep. The moss cohabiting with the straight cypress trees may be small but is the most important L@-{‘)‘.-&:c“ R 073
part of this composition. &




NMIEVWPOINT

- - e " <38
=
ith B
i
T g -
= i
: -5
- e g 1
Fl A ¥ AL
¥
£ ! M
x o _ . ; h
= g . ¥ 4 - 3 - . L
i 1"

074 EMBWEIELESD  BEHEEEZINEIE  IAEREAEEUAGIEMAELL - RBRERAETN -

On the route from Mt. Chi-yu to Hsin-da Cottage one can see Tsuga chinensis that is as magnificent as the pine trees in China's Huangshan.
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Photographic viewpoint FESZBIYEE .~ 2 0 7

“I love anything about photography!” said Yu, whose
passion for learning is also reflected in his photography
works. “The Beauty of Shei-pa” that was published in SPNP
in 1997 was Yu's work after years of efforts. Although it has
been discontinued, the images of the beautiful sceneries
captured by Yu's camera are still remembered by his
audience. The photos also have captions wrote by Yu telling
the audience which plans can be seen in which season, and
which camera angle is good for which location. “We need
to understand the mountain when we are embraced by it.
Although not real experts, we mountain photographers still
know quite a lot about common mountain plants and can
help others understand them.”

The Sophisticated Art of Forest Photography

Yu believes that techniques are indeed required for great
photos. “The board-leaf and mixed-leaf woods in medium
and low altitudes are thick, with which you can take pictures
that capture rays of light,” said Yu.
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The black forest behind Mt. Shue's Vilalge 369. Like a beautiful world of Scandinavian fairy-tale in the winter, the travelers give this cold world a sense of
warmth.
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Having climbed many well-known mountains in Taiwan
and overseas, Yu tells photographers how to capture
Taiwan's forests on film. “Photography equipment is
essential, and you need a tripod, shutter wire, polarizer lens,
telephoto lens, standard lens, and wide angle lens. So you
need to stay in shape!” said Yu humorously.

“Misty forests attract me most! When | go up a mountain,
| always go into the woods after reaching the camp site
to take photos of forests covered in clouds. If you want to
express the misty and mystic forest, you need to keep depth
in your photos and use grey-card level metering.”
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The native Juniperus chinensis next to the creek is a rare woods. With the wide angle lens, the creek and the trees look like a European scenery.
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Shooting against sunlight also yields great photos. The dusk and the tree against the mystic sky form an elegant sight.
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Yu also has unique compositions. “You do not have
to stick to a large forest. Moss, mushrooms, and unique
flowers can also be your subject.” This why Yu's photos
on Taiwan's forests always surprise us with images of
flowers next to a huge rock or ferns next to a pine tree.

Having traveled all over Taiwan, Yu still has much
love for the mountains and takes pictures of them with
new comers who are learning from the master. Yu's
photos show his love for Taiwan — the kind of love that
has illuminated his career as a photographer and led
countless apprentices.
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Experience:

Mountain tour guide of ROC Alpine Association.
President of Chinese Society of Natural Photography.
Background:

Expedition and photography, Mt. Aconcagua
(6959m).

Expedition and photography, Cho Oyu Peak
Exhibitions:

Individual photography exhibition “Climbing the

BIESHRE D B ER - Sk
(BEWZE)RTME - fIKEHZE)
BEER
LH(EREEERS ) BTESE 5
FERLELR(EFEZNETEE °

Sixth Highest Mountain in the World” (Taipei).
Joint exhibition “Beauty of Yushan” (Kaohsiung).
Individual exhibition “Beauty of Shei-pa” (Taipei).
Published “Nature and Ecological Photography”
and “Beauty of Shei-pa” (SPNP).
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