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The rare light-colored Honey Buzzard captured by the camera. The feathers can be seen clearly / by Cheng-guang Chen

Kenting's Autumn Eagle Festival

Meeting the King of the Sky
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at come to Kenting after the last tourist leaves here
W:appily are the heroic, winged creatures. Replacing
Kenting's summer rock'n roll concerts, these kings of the sky
become Kenting's autumn stars.

KTNP is an important stop for migratory birds in East Asia,
and there is a significant number of species and quantity of
them every year, especially in autumn. In this season, tens
of thousands of eagles pass by in September and October,
and the number is so vast that it can be described as “seas
of eagles,” “pillars of eagles,” or even “skies of eagles,”
making it a world-class natural phenomenon.
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King of the Sky

Taiwan's common raptors can be divided into “resident
birds” and “migratory birds.” Milvus migrans in Keelung
bay and Spilornis cheela commonly seen are resident
raptors that live in different areas according to their nature.
Migratory raptors only visit Taiwan at certain time, making
them Taiwan's valuable guests from afar. Every winter, they
follow migratory routes and fly from the northern hemisphere
southward and return in the following spring. These guests
visiting Kenting include Accipiter soloensis, Butastur indicus,
Pernis ptilorhynchus, Circus spilonotus, Pandion haliaetus, and
Falco tinnunculus. Among which, Accipiter soloensis and Bu-
tastur indicus are more common. More information is shown
below.

What arrives in Taiwan first in early-September is the
smaller Accipiter soloensis. About 30cm long, the male's
head to back is gray, the belly is light orange, the iris is red,
and the tip of the bottom of the wing is black. The female
is similar except the feather has a darker color and the iris
is yellow. An infant bird's head to back is dark brown, and
the belly has dark stripes. Similar to the infant, a sub-adult's
iris, however, is a yellowish-red. Accipiter soloensis flies like a

EENE T ERSIEHEREENES / BTk

The beautiful sea in Kenting is the most important stage to meet and greet eagles / by Cheng-guang Chen
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Accipiter trivirgatus rests on a twig and glances down.
/ by Yi-jung Tsai
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The ripe. Butastur indicus flying / by Yi-jung Tsai

pigeon and has fast and shallow wing-flapping. They stay
in Taiwan from early September to late October, and the
peak is in late September, with a record high of 60,000
birds in one day.

The next heavyweight is Butastur indicus that comes
to Taiwan around early and mid October. As a medium-
sized raptor, Butastur indicus is about 49cm long, and the
females are bigger than males. The wings span for about
110cm and are narrow and elongated. Its head and back
are reddish brown, and the cheek is gray. The female's
chest has white spots and the male's is reddish brown.
The infant's chest and belly are white with thick stripes;
the wings are dark red with 4 ~ 6 black cross stripes. The
wing-flapping is medium with deep movement, the wing
surface is flat and works well like a glider. Butastur indi-
cus makes the “yee-jee” cry occasionally and moves in
hundreds.

Every March, they fly northward via Taiwan to reproduce,
and Changhua's Mt. Bagua is one of their important stops.
People in Changhua call them “South Route Eagles”
because they come from the south and “Ching Ming
Birds” because they show up in Ching Ming season.
They often stay around Pingtung County when they fly
southward in autumn.

Pernis ptilorhynchus is named so because it likes to
feed on bee pupas. This species includes three sub-
species including Western Honey Buzzards, Oriental
Honey Buzzards, and Crested Honey Buzzards. Oriental
Honey Buzzards are third most commonly seen migratory
raptors in Taiwan. Its body is about 57 ~60cm long, has
a small head, broad and long wings, a black beak, and
yellow claws. Oriental Honey Buzzards have different
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Kenting in Autumn seems busy because of those eagles coming from far away place / by Wan-ching Lai
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feather colors and are the only raptor in Taiwan with more
than two types of color. The wing tip is black with several
dark, thin stripes. The wing-flapping is slow and deep, the
wing surface is flat and allows the bird to glide easily — and
sometimes even barrel-rolls. They travel in a group of 5~ 30
and can be seen in many regions including mountains in
300~ 2,500m, but mostly in those under 1,000m.

Other common migratory and resident raptors include
Pandion haliaetus, Circus aeruginosus and Falco tinnunculus.
Although in smaller numbers, these eagles still never stop
fascinating us.

Spilornis cheela are large and make a “hui ~ hui ~ hui ~
yu” sound. Its body is about 70cm long with a wingspan of
140~ 160cm. The body is black or dark brown, with white
spots in the chest. The top of the head has a crest, and the
beak, legs, and claws are yellow. Three ~ five are often in a
group. Its most distinct feature is the white belts around the
wing tips and white stripes in the talil.

Get Ready for the Show

Preparations are surely needed if you wish to see the
exciting eagle exhibition. Since the raptors usually move
out around 5:30 in the morning (e.g. Butastur indicus) , and
some raptors can still be seen in the night, you should wear
long sleeves to keep you from the cold and the sun. Since
they fly in high altitudes and are in large groups, you should
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2006 Manchou Eagle-gazing Fair. The children's exciting
performance marks the beginning of the event. / by Yi-

jung Tsai
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use a 7~ 10x binocular or a monocular to view those that
stop in trees. Since you would often face the sun when
viewing them, be sure to wear sunglasses to protect your
eyes. Bug spray, medications, and rain gear should also be
brought.

Besides knowing how to distinguish the birds, it is also
important to have a route so no time would be wasted on
being lost. You can also bring a counter and a notebook for
making observations. While observing the birds, you can
also match them with what you learned and further enhance
the experience.

When distinguishing the birds, you should first look at the
wing shape (to tell if they are eagles or hawks) , wingspan
and group size, proportion, and wing angle. If lighting and
angle allow, you can also check for feather color and stripe,
the birds' behaviors and sounds. If this can't be done, you
should consider the season and environment.
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Eagle-gazing in She-ding's Ling-hsiao Pavilion, autumn,
2007. The visitors carefully listen to the volunteer guides. /
provided by KTNP
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Eagle-gazing in She-ding's Ling-hsiao Pavilion, autumn,

2007. The children also participate with a sense of
excitement. / provided by KTNP
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Autumn, 2007. The excited crowds of eagle-gazers wait
for the most important moment in She-ding's Ling-hsiao
Pavilion. / by Yi-jung Tsai
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The eagles under the blue sky makes-Kenting's autumn more exciting. / by Yi-jung Tsai
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Protecting the Broken Wings

For these magnificent creatures that fly across southern
Taiwan, Pingtung County's Manchow Township has
always been their stop due to its location and terrain. In
the earlier days when resources were scarce, the birds
were a food source, and in the 1970s, eagle-specimen
export and production were very common. Mt. Bagua in
Changhua County is a key night stop for Butastur indi-
cus in spring, and the local's saying of “90% of the South
Road Eagles Die” shows how terrifying the situation was.
After conservation laws and concepts have developed, the
killing then gradually stopped due to law enforcement and
education. However, poaching still occurs — and sometimes
even escalates with new methods and instruments. Due to
mankind's greed, these pride kings of the sky have lost their
wings and can never return to their thrones.

In order to protect these precious visitors, environmental-
ist are working hard to protect them and promoting relevant
strategies. Despite the frequent frustrations and short-lived
effects, they never give up and are working to persuade
eagle hunters to transform into protectors. If local economic
activities could include the eagles (such as tours of eagle-
viewing), the locals would be able to understand and value
the creatures while making a living.

Autumn is here. Even though Kenting will not be as
lively as what it was in the summer, it would definitely not
be lonely as its sky is getting more dazzling and full of life
thanks to the foreign, aerial visitors. In your next break, try
to come to Kenting and experience the charisma of the

flying eagles. (@
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