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Sitting in a national park, Sibao Primary School is the best model of putting environmental education into action. / by blogger Rui-cheng Bao
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It makes one envious of the students of Sibao Primary School,-for they can learn in such a picturesque environment of
Taroko National Park. /. by blogger salu099 iy
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alf way up the hill near Tiansiang of the Central
H Cross-Island Highway, a group of pupils live their
lives care-free as if they were integrated with nature.
They all go to Sibao Elementary School, which is
situated inside Taroko National Park.

The School Closest to Nature

Once a branch of Fushih Elementary School, Sibao
school sitting in Taroko national park. It was once
attended by children of local farmers, yet the gradual
decrease in the farming population and the decline
in community activities led the school to the crisis of
closing down. Thanks to the school's unique location
and pluralistic culture, the Hualien County Government
repositioned it as a “forest elementary school,” which
evolved to the current Sibao.

FREHIEX Interview&Text / 87875 Ying-fang Shih BRI Special thanks to / FEEERR/) SR HIEMR Mr. Shi-xuan Zhang, Principal of Sibao Primary
School, AEEBRAREIZEMXIESTE Mr. Mao-yao Lin of Taroko National Park Headquarters — &#:% Translator/ E&KR Teresa Huang
8124 Photo provider/ KERE TNPH , EiE =AM E ~ salu099 ~ B3 + sya blogger Mei-yu Syu, salu099, Rui-cheng Bao, sya,
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The school is like the common home to the students,
while teachers are their friends for life. In 2001, the
new school building was reconstructed, and the entire
process showed the school's spirit of open and free
learning.

Courtyards, craftsmanship of masters of sculptures,
pottery and architecture, and the imposing scenery
are all integrated into the campus. The roof of the
classroom is parallel to the mountain range in the back,
making it pleasant to the eye; the appeal of ecological
conservation is clearly seen from the construction
materials used; special plants in the park are also grown
on campus in multiple layers so that every corner of the
school offers something for the students to appreciate
and learn, making it a school truly close to nature.

The principal of the school, Mr. Shih-syuan Jhang,
noted that in addition to the architecture blended with
nature, the paper butterflies on the wall and other
decorations all enriched the students' lives.

Environmental Education in Daily Life
Claiming to learn from nature, the school adopts an
incremental course that centers on national parks to
teach the students meanings of nature. The course
proceeds from disciplines of daily life, to history and
ecology of the nature, to hands-on exercise and
community visits, so as to build rapport with the
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neighborhood. The unique scenery of the TNPH and

its abundant resources are also teaching materials
based on the concept of the “mobile classroom”
. Students can directly explore the trails and from
various trainings, appreciate the beauty of nature
that is part of their life.

In August 2005, TNPH set up an environmental
education center in Sibao, extending the fenceless
teaching so that children elsewhere can experience
TNP and the school's unique curriculum. Taroko
National Park Headquarters (TNPH) considers
promoting environmental education a priority and
achieving that goal through a school is a foundation-
laying task.

TNPH has been holding environmental education
camps in Sibao over the years, combining
resources from the school and Dong Hwa University
to devise courses that bring kids closer to nature
and promote their care for it. Besides learning
about national parks, there are outdoor activities
that allow kids to bathe in the nature and learn
to take care of themselves as well as others, and
minimize their impact to the environment. The key
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Desks and chairs under a leafy shade, gentle wind breezes from time to time, making one keen to go to school.

/ by blogger Rui-cheng Bao
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During environmental education, children were asked to find out the largest alocasia macrorrhiza, the plant with
the largest leaf, on the hiking trail and measure the size of the leaf. /Photo provided by TNP, taken by Mao-yao

Lin.
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Group members picked up fallen leaves of different shapes from the hiking trail and completed the leaf bingo.
In the process, the children understood the various and diversified trees in the forest /Photo provided by TNP,

taken by Mao-yao Lin.
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EENERIEBIENEELIEE IR camping activities, such as learning to
CEEMSE > MEEEERRAIEN respect wild life or to reduce garbage

and so on. All participants including the
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lectures, leaders and students must
put the concepts into action.

RiE ~ NUERKERSSE - IS To children of different backgrounds,
EIE B IEERD « BRER /) BRSE A this is no doubt a special experience,
EEERETT - in that they have to do everything

HEREEERAELEESSEN/)\ AR themselves and put “care for
M= » SEEHEES —ERISRIN nature” into action. In their favorite
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TERNETE - F)AREREEN and watch mountain birds through
TN BEARERERRER - NBREAF binoculars. One kid once found a larva
MEBNSE » BIEZEGMEEN=EX of Allomyrina dichotoma, he held it up

walk through forest trails, observe

BfETE » EEEREME L EEER lovingly yet carefully, put it back and
TEREBISNEEE » tE/ R ER covered it with a piece of wood so that

it could transform into a pupa. Another

AHRMERBRFHART 2R E BRI
BAlmE - hRXEXEMEE]ER knew that so many animals live under
SHlmEEE - R&/)NEEMITHIM the trees!” The kids learn from and
BRI - BAARESE  EMIEFGE get inspired by nature. TNPH tries to

once marveled in his diary, “Never
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The computer room of Sibao Primary School, demonstrating a perfect combination of technology and nature.
/ by blogger sya
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The interior of a classroom of Sibao Primary School. Learning has to be relaxing and stress-free. The elevated
classroom and gentle lighting constitute the best learning atmosphere. / by blogger Mei-yu Syu
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The mountain cherry blossoms make the students' dormitory even more beautiful. / by blogger sya. / by

Guang-jhih Hong g . ‘ﬂ
AN

0

5

5




=
1
»]
1

056

579H) SpecIAL REPORT

T ES

@BINE - —MIZFEMAVERSGIRARE  DIBERE
HEEBRSEEMLERE | | ZFEBRFREE » it
SR - HAERMES » B IARDEDPNERSE
BN - B o BEEIERERCE  RIREREBLARIR
IRIZRVITENT) » A7REHBEEERR—EMD B B 21TV
MRIFABEEER  REHE > HEERXREMIE
SRERE - EROUETHE  UEHSR - ARRITEHE
HE - BT S FRIRIES) - ERRABEERAE
EERNWKERZER » iRT > KERNREHEE
EEERIRERAERARE ZLERESTIRIZEHSEN
RREANS - RRERNBRBEZINTR - BERRE
NEfEcR - ERINVEEHEBRENER - B2 EETER
PEHBEPRZIRIEIE - EMBERE - RRFTL
138 - BZBRSHENZTEUN—RRLANES - 8
EELRRAET RKER S AL - NRTERIER
BT -
WIZKEE SHE

M3 SEEEMARR » BeKEEXE ] AER/)EELL
MHL  BERFBETEERMEESNER - £AEBRE
HENFREZMAVRET - FEEE)\EBPFIRBENERY - &
BIIERWAVRE - REUFEHEEAMNRERE -

BESEN00ZRARAVELAR - BUIHEIRIZEHNSHYR
RE - BERLRZ - [HELBARERR & - U
AREZREBIERRIRE R  BERTIRIEH

B

|

iy

fry

st

i

=
=
N

help children acquire knowledge and ideas and
experience the beauty of nature, and ultimately turn
care for nature into action and part of their life.

“Environmental education should be lifelong and
for all, and also a major goal of national parks. The
targets of it should include people of all ages and
groups,” noted Mr. Mao-yao Lin of TNPH. He said
that TNPH has been adjusting its environmental
education campaigns and gradually mapped out
curriculum that meets its goals. Future revision is
still possible, but its core value and goal will remain
unchanged. Kids that have received environmental
education are like growing seeds that will sprout and
become guardians of the environment.

Learning by Having Fun in Nature

“We can learn from just about everything in
nature” best summarizes how Sibao educates kids.
Through the help of TNPH and others, Sibao went
through the difficulty of setting up a school, survived
many other hardships, and has now become
stronger for all its students.

Living in deep mountains 900 meters in altitude,
Principal Jhang, who spares no effort promoting
environmental education, said “No one can enjoy
the spectacular scenery of Taroko and promote
He then said
“Whenever | see the innocent looks of

environmental education like | do.”
sensibly,

the kids and feel the appreciation of parents for the
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RMERE  [EEETI% school, | immediately forget all my tiredness. | love
to have children love nature and protect it, and living
in the mountains has made me happier and more

positive.”
With their chanting of books passing through the
B - BIES#ERYLLAR trees, and innocent smiles reflecting on the lake,
students in Sibao embrace nature not bothered at
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Things such as signboards reveal the school's effort to beautify. / by blogger Rui-cheng Bao
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The decorational use of pottery pieces is fun and shows the students' artistic creativity. / by blogger salu099
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In perfect harmony with each other, the building and the environment together form the most pleasant scene. / by
blogger Rui-cheng Bao
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The idea of am outdoor classroom derives from the architectural concept of the aborigines, so that aboriginal
culture can be passed on. / by blogger sya
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Like a museum of art, the school building of Sibao Primary School allows for the instillation of the sense of beauty
into its students. / by blogger Mei-yu Syu
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