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ABSTRACT  Among the four archipelagoes in the South China Sea, Dongsha
archipelago shares the closest ties to mainland China both geographically and
historically. Currently it is under the jurisdiction of Republic of China (R.O.C.), whose
ownership of the archipelago is indisputable as the Chinese ancestors had developed and
managed it as a fishery for over a thousand years. The archipelago unfortunately
underwent a tumultuous past in which in the early 20™ century it was once seized by the
Japanese and later during World War |1 it was used as a relay station for the Japanese
Southeast Asia invasion. As such the environment had suffered serious damages without
being able to fully recover even after the R.O.C. government reclaimed it after World
War 11, and have stationed military defense there for decades. The vulnerability of small
islands and their ecological environment demand immediate attention. Now that the
R.O.C. government has designated a large part of Dongsha Islands as a national park in
October, 2007, with the purpose of protecting the ecological environment, hoping for the
well-being of this archipelago.

Keywords: South China Sea, Dongsha archipelago, ecological environment, national
park
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