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The Reproductive Ecology of Hoopoe (Upupa epops)
on Kinmen lIsland

Lucia Liu Severinghaus®, Shih-Fan Chan?, Wen-Yin Hu' and Yu-Cheng Hsu?*

'Biodiversity Research Center, Academia Sinica, 2Department of Natural Resource and Environmental
Studies, National Dong Hwa University, *Corresponding author E-mail: ycsheu@mail.ndhu.edu.tw

ABSTRACT  This study focused on the reproductive ecology of Hoopoe (Upupa
epops) on Kinmen and attempted to quantify environmental parameters affecting its
nesting location. Field survey revealed that Hoopoes nested throughout the island in
man-made cavities. Clutch size was 6.3 £ 1.9 eggs, but only 2.5 + 1.3 nestlings survived
to the age before fledging (ca. three weeks of age). Females incubated alone and
incubation started right after the first egg was laid. Males provided food for both their
mates and nestlings. Most food items brought back to the nests were cocoons (43.1%),
larvae of beetles (29.6%) and mole crickets (23.2%). The sex ratio of juveniles at two
weeks old was not always at unity, with significantly more female offspring produced
than males in 2006 but not in 2007. Spatial analysis revealed that Hoopoe nest sites were
significantly more abundant in the vicinity of villages and roads and less abundant in
areas near woodlands.

Keywords: Hoopoe, breeding biology, sex identification
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