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ABSTRACT This was a comparative study on the outstanding universal value (OUV)
of Taroko Gorge in Taiwan. In the study, criteria of Taroko Gorge was evaluated in order
to pave the way for Taroko Gorge National Park to be nominated as a world heritage site
and give suggestions on landscape and natural resource management to the Park
authorities for that matter. The comparative study followed TUCN/WCPA’s World
Heritage guidelines and criteria selection. Mountain and geological thematic researches
of World Heritage sites were reviewed to provide framework for the comparison. Major
papers published domestically and internationally were reviewed to select criteria of
OUV of Taroko Gorge. Seven academics and experts were interviewed on OUV of the
site. It was found that the properties of Taroko Gorge met two natural criteria vii and viii.
Others including criteria ix and x indicated that more intensive and in-depth researches
in natural processes and biodiversity conservation should be considered in the future.
The cultural criteria of the site did not strictly meet OUV, but they can be supplementary
to the overall OUV of Taroko Gorge. This study also suggested that intensive and
in-depth researches in geology, geomorphology and earth science should be carried out
to survey and monitor the terrain and geological process of Taroko Gorge.

Keywords: world heritage, outstanding universal value, Taroko Gorge, comparative
Study
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