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ABSTRACT  Recent bloom of open source software communities has benefited
academia, governments and non-governmental organizations as administration and
maintenance cost are significantly reduced due to website development and
deployment with open source software. Readily accessible techniques and resources
for website development have also reduced dependency on commercial proprietors. A
Taiwan wetland database web portal was developed for the Urban and Rural
Development Branch, Construction and Planning Agency, Ministry of the Interior
using Drupal as the website content management system, MetaCat as a platform for
warehousing, searching and sharing research data of wetlands, and MapServer for
browsing and querying geographic information. All software was free with strong
open resource support from broad user communities. Drupal is a powerful and flexible
system for website development and administration due to manifold modules
contributed by user community. In the future, this web portal can be integrated into
one content management system by developing Drupal modules to facilitate
administration and information integration.
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