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ABSTRACT  Ecotourism developed independently in a few locales in Taiwan begin-
ning in the 1980s. In the following decade, ecotourism became a popular subject of re-
search and discussion among academics, but the interest did not have an influence on
government policies until after 2000. Two white papers on the subject drafted respec-
tively by the Tourism Bureau and the National Park Service had a significant effect on
ecotourism promotion both in terms of theoretical development and actual implementa-
tion. In the papers, the substance of ecotourism was analyzed through stakeholder inter-
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views, participant observation and other research techniques. The two papers were simi-
lar in content, although the one by Tourism Bureau focused comparatively less on social
and cultural dimensions and proposed no clear long-term goal for sustainable develop-
ment. The only obvious difference between the two papers was found in the part con-
cerning implementation, in which they had different definitions of ecotourism, cognitive
fields, organizational and policy goals, implementation approaches and supporting
measures, resulting in adoption of different policy outcomes. However, the Tourism Bu-
reau white paper led to accelerated land degradation, while the National Park Service
paper had issues that need to be re-evaluated. Thus in this article it is proposed that the
government reconsider the priorities of intervention and action. First is strong awareness
of the important implications of ecotourism in contemporary natural environments,
along with clearly defined public agencies roles, policy and legislation. Second, deci-
sions regarding types of ecotourism to pursue should be bias-free. Finally, actions
should give priority to community empowerment, providing the community with greater
knowledge skills and autonomy, thereby maximizing the community’s passive involve-

ment.
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